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LIFE'S LIKE THAT

By FRED NEHER

“Oh, Merrick . . . We forgot the dog food!”

~~

A Closer Look

By Ernest

Kreiling

I
|

HOLLYWOOD — This column
normally concerns itself with
broad issues in television and
with television programming
as a whole rather than with
{ndividual programs.

But reviews of individudal
programs remain an important
part of the whole body of tele-
vision criticism, even though
Jackie Gleason characterized
them as “reporting accidents
to eye witnesses.” Reviews are
not only important but they
are popular, ranking, according
to one survey, as the most pop-
ular type of television column.

But today I'm going to in-
vada the reviewer’s province
and comment on some recent
programs and their reviews,
including those of NBC's The
Kremlin and the Johnny Car-
son Show,

. L] .

THERE HAS been a rash of
columns recently about Johnny
Carson and the Tonight Show,
sparked by the fact that his
program orginated for two
wecks from Hollywood. Most
of the writers emphasize that
Carson is getting a bigger au-
dience than Jack Paar did and
that sponsors are flocking to
the program in unprecedented
numbers. And without fail the
critics can't resist the tempta-
tion to couple Paar's name
with adjectives such as
“weepy,” “tearful,” or “maud-
lin self-pity.” The impression
s that Johnny Carson has
brought late evening televis-
fon new, sparkling, fresh, and
invigorating entertainment.

Such critical appraisals must
be based primarily on antip-
athy to Jack Paar, which is not
uncommon among journalists,
because by almost any reason-
able standards Carson deserves
the nomination as the Yawn
of the Year,

. . .

AS A PERSON Carson is as
amiable a non-entertainer as
is ever likely to embarrass an
audience with bad taste and
with painfully bad opening
monolgues, While in Hollywood
the program did step out of
character and enlist some in-
teresting guests. But over the
total season the typlcal pro-
gram was studded with guests

who's staggering anonymity | 8

was exceeded only by their
soporific monotony.

Carson is singularly lacking
in ability to engage his guests
in meaningful conversation,
falling back instead on under-
scoring whatever double enten-
dre creeps in, Because Paar
had the temerity to attack
some of society's sacred cows
(including the press, which is
not without its vulnerable

‘Gaming’
Detailed

spots) reviewers too often feel
compelled to praise anything
that reflects badly on Paar, a
technique that resembles ven-
geance rather than criticism,

Paar’s polemics brought
some zest and reasoning to a
medium that thinks it deserves
medals for courage because it
airs weather predictions. Car
son and his program have the
excitement of Pablum season-
ed with Sleep-Eze.

IN THE FIELD of the docu-
mentary many reviewers are
apparently inclined to react
like Pavlov's dog to any pro-
gram that purports to be ser-
fous and informative. But in-
stead of salivating the condi-
tioned reflex sets into motion
whatever mental gears are
needed to bring forth praise
phrases. NBC's The Kremlin
received almost unanimous
praise, generally in such high
flown terms as “stunning mag-
nificence,” “fascinating,” “tre
mendous impact,” and “won-
derful hour.”

Had these writers brought
to this program the same
critical standards or even in-
stincts, they bring to less pres-
tiglous sounding programs,
they would have had to char-
acterize it as a monumental
bore, as lacking in purpose,
unity, focus and direction.

The program was at far
greater pains to say to the audi-
ence. “Look how cultural and
educational we are” than to
methodically and coherently
tell a story or to impart and
interpret information of im-
portance. It was concerned
with photographic trivia, not
social, political, or historical
significance,

IS SUCCESS apparently
hinged on the color, an aspect
few could enjoy and therefore
a bogus basis for critical ap-
proval.

As a rule television critics
are more inclined to overlook
and ignore significance and im-
portance in TV programs
where they do exist. But here
is a case where they jumped
to impute great art to a pro-
ram where it was almost
totally lacking.

Knuckey Earns
Degree at Kansas

Richard Lee Knuckey, 17030
S. Crenshaw Blvd,, has re-
celved a Bachelor of Science
degree in Elctrical Engineer-
ing from the University of
Kansas., Knuckey was one of
2,222 students graduated last
week by the Unlversity of Kan.
sas, He graduated with dis-
tinction,
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Albert W, Charles, president 4 oA ;
of Personnel Factors, Inc.,, and 01
member of the Torrance school
board, was the speaker Tues-
day at the monthly meeting of
Personnel Industrial Relations
Assn,, District 6,

Charles introduced an adap-
tation of gaming which he has
developed. Gaming is a widely
recognized system of tralning
and improving manag
skills through solving problems
in simulated situations,

President of Personnel Fac-
tors, Inc., since April, 1960, © CLINICS
Charles has over 12 years di-| o pATIENT SERVIGES
versified experience as director
of industrial relations with | WELP FIGHY MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
major national firms, Send use/o
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BONDED

for flaver and
tenderness

USDA CHOICE or LUCKY BONDED

CHUCK STEAK

One of the flavorful parts of the beef . . . and so low priced.

FRESH LEAN—LUCKY BONDED

GROUND BEEF

The best buy in town . . . rich natural flavor . . . economical

L

TOP SIRLOIN STEAK . .. $1.39

Boneless . . . tender , . . wonderful to serve Tamily or guests.

E-Z CUT CUBE STEAK .. 98¢

For quick lunches, tasty sandwiches . . . or chicken fried steak!

NEW YORK CUT “™* . §1.69

Every savory bite Is tender with marvelous flavor.
w. 196

SIRLOIN TIP STEAK

Guaranteed satisfaction or your money back. It's Lucky Bonded!

RIB STEAK. .n. 856

Just look at this low price . , . it will pay you to buy several.

SRR
R T

SIRLOIN STEAK

This cut Is welcomed by the "out.door chef" for real enjoyment.

ROUND STEAK

RUMP ROAST 63
CHUCK ROAST~---33:

Here is real eating pleature the entire family will enjoy.
USDA Choice or Lucky Bonded . . . More for your money with this delicious chuck. (‘.3

VELVEET

CHEESE FOOD

2.lb. Loaf

0

PILLSBURY

. CAKE MIXES

‘3, White, Golden, Chocolate, Double Dutch

5, v

FRUIT COCKTAIL

il
W

FOLGERS COFFEE :»--vz._ 59"
JUICE DRINKS

4 tor ¥
Grape, Orange, Pineapple . Grapefruit

CAL FAME
.. 46.01, Can

DEL MONTE

MEAT PIES.. ..o
Beef, Chicken, Turkey—8.0x. Pkg,

CUT GREEN BEANS....

USDA CHOICE or LUCKYBION

BONELESS (RGS'S

RIB ROAS

Absolutely no waste — all deliciovlean 1

OMNEL

ROUND STEAK _°""

All pure meat . . . Absolutely no wuu.‘ o

TOP ROUND STEAK :_

Gonuine boneless , . . The best part of the dndd”

SIRLOIN TIP ROASY:.

Boneless , . . USDA Choice or Lucky la‘u .
L

STEWING BEEF

Delicious red ehunks of beef . . . tender ... .aweorful

GROUND CHUCK .

Prepare your favorite moeat loaf or ulitbur*.ﬁ k w
delicious chuek, i |

.. 5 for 9]
4 for 89°

STOKELY

PILLSBURY

CAKE FROSTINGS

Vanilla, Douhle Dutch, Cocoanut Almond

ResBm.

STAR KIST TUNA ... USMT™T iedew

PRICES EFFECTIVE 7-FULL DAYEL.THUIE., JUNE 13 THRU WED. JUNE 19

. v,

BEEF STEW

DINTY MOORE
240 Pmr”

a lower
total
at Tacky

COCKTAI

V-8 VEGETABLE JUICE. o
MAYONNAISE s ok e P
NUCOA MARGARINE ... "rics ielder 26 < '%..c

[ SWEEPSTAKES HFt

HA

" REDONDO BEACH

Pacific Coast Highway — $. Redondo

HERMOSA BEACH

Pacific Coast Highway ~ Gould Lane

LOMITA LENNOX ~~ TORRANCE

nox renshaw & Torrance

PENNINSULA SHOPPING CENTER INGLEWOOD

Hawthorne at Silver Spur — Rolling Hills La Brea & Hardy

estern at Lomita Prairie & Lens

Lucky Stores will aw
name Lucky or Hiram's B



