
Prices on Durable Goods Easing Off in Some Cases
By KKYNOU)S KNHillT
Thp American consumer of 

1!IU3 is likely to observe that 
''prices on everything always 
seem to be going up." He's 
conditioned to assume this 
after more than two decades 
ol inflation, in varying de­ 
grees.

But there's good news in 
several areas that may bring 
cheer to the hard-pressed fam­ 
ily breadwinner: retail prices 
on many durable household 
Items and several other types 
of manufactured goods have 
actually turned downward re­ 
cently.

This price casing is an ans­

wer to those who have asked 
'when will automation and 
technological progress begin to 
pay off?" One study shows 
that, since the 1957-59 base 
period, price declines as follows 
have taken place: washing ma­ 
chines, down 10 per cent: ra­ 
dios, down 9 per cent; toasters, 
down 5 per cent, and vacuum 
cleaners, down 15 per cent. 
And there has been a slight 
dip in the average costs of 
drugs and medical prescrip­ 
tions.

     
BUSINESSMEN usually can 

credit improved production 
methods and automation tech­

niques with making lower 
prices possible. And more than 
a few industry leaders like to 
point out that the lower prices 
have been achieved despite 
rising wage levels in their in­ 
dustry.

There remain, of course, 
many business areas where 
neither mechanization nor 
automation have been able to 
offset rising wage scales. Even 
in those, however, U.S. ingenu­ 
ity is trying hard. Example: an 
automatic blueberry picker, 
now in an advanced stage of 
development.

GLASS CONTAINERS—The

use of glass containers will in­ 
crease 19 per cent over pres­ 
ent levels by 19GB, according 
to an economic study just com­ 
pleted for the (Jlass Container 
Manufacturers Institute, Inc.

Shipments of 204.5 million 
gross for 1966, as compared 
with 171.9 million gross at 
year-end 1962, are forecast in 
a study of the glass container 
industry by The Econometric 
Institute, Inc., an economic re­ 
search and analysis organiza­ 
tion.

"THE TREND toward in­ 
creasing use of glass contain­ 
ers for packaging will continue 
unabated during the next few

years, expanding al a faster 
rate than the economy," Vic­ 
tor I,. Hall, general manager 
of GCMI. noted in making the 
results of the study known re­ 
cently.

As for 1963, glass containers 
: re headed for a fifth consecu­ 
tive record-breaking year, with 
shipments forecast at 178.4 
million gros. an increase of 4 
per cent over 1962. Mr. Hall 
says.

"A steady pace of the na­ 
tion's business is forecast by 
Econometric Institute on the 
basis of the existing conserva­ 
tive balance of forces   where

with sales, investment in plant 
and equipment is conservative 

relation to final marketing, 
and there are no signs of a 
trouble-brewing spree in con­ 
sumer purchases," he pointed 
out.

PATENTLY Sf CCESSFl I/—
Some 85.000 patents are ap­ 
plied for annually, and about 
50.000 of them are granted, 
but few inventions achieve the 
kind of commercial success 
that seems to have come to the 
world's first electronic wrist 
timepiece, 

nulova Watch Co., the 89-
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inventories are broadly in line |year-old firm that introduced
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the Accutron electronic time­ 
piece a little more than t w o 
years ago, has manufactured 
and sold more than 100,000 in 
that period. But Bulova has re­ 
ported that it currently is hav­ 
ing difficulties keeping up with 
the demand for the invention. 

President Harry B. Henshel 
told the nation's jewelers in a 
letter made public recently 
that he has authorized a "sev­ 
en-day, seven-night, around- 
the-clock operation" because 
"orders since the first of 
the year have run so far ahead 
of our forecast that we have 
had to resort, temporarily, to 
partial shipments."

The revolutionary timepiece 
i« powered by a mercury cell 
las a transistorized circuit, and 
is basis of time measurement 
is a tiny tuning fork. Bulova 
describes it as the "first major 
change in timekeeping in more 
than 300 years."

THINGS TO COME T.) hel| 
make baths inticing for tins 
tots, a big soap company has 
begun marketing a soap pro 
duct inside plastic shapes 
rjcing cars; the container be 
conies a toy after the soap's 
gone . . . Travelers who like to 
take a heating pad along wil 
be offered a 10-inch-squarc pa< 
wired so it will operate on 
either AC or DC current, am 
at several different voltages
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epending on the locally avail- 
ble power sistem ... A I'onils 
rocpssor is introducing a ntw 
. <nned drink product that .'-.» 
n orange base but also ,1- 
hides several "exotic trop..al 
ruit" flavorings.

SI/KARLK STII'KNDS—Al.
hough industry is battling the 
ost-price squeeze in some 

areas of its activities, the pay 
and bonuses for companv 
chiefs apparently is not om- i.f 
hose. During HIC.2 more than 
lalf of several score big fin.-s 
surveyed gave their preside r i 
raises. On the other hand, 
about 10 per cent of the 10:11- 
panics reduced the presuli i- 
I'al stipendium. Historic v 
this is a normal pattern f-ir 
times of fair-to-good business. 
In contrast, during recent re­ 
cessions the pattern has been 
one of "holding the line." with 
very few increases or cuts.

HITS O' ni'SINKSS   Amer- 
icans gobbled up more th:m 
31 billion pounds of candy last 
year, worth about SI.3 billion 
at retai' . . The natior's 
crude-oil refining capacity s 
slhted to -increase by about 2 
per cent this year, compared 
to almost no gain at all postt-d 
last year over IJffil. The f S. 
entered the new year with ca­ 
pacity equal to 99 million bar* 
rels per day.

Supervisor Halm 
Asks for Water 
Saving Measures

In the face of serious droug
In the face of s e r i o u; 

drought conditions plaguing 
Southern California, Supervis- 
}r Kenneth Hahn strongly ad­ 
vocates reclamation of millions 
of gallons of sewage water be- 
ng wasted daily.

"Federal fire experts uy 
that in Southern California, up 
to 50 per cent of the vegeta'icn 

fields is dead 
from a drought which has 
plagued California for the last 
20 years," Hahn said.

He noted that the Feather 
River Project, designed to 
quench the Southland'1 thirst, 
will not arrive in this area un 
til 1971.

"Meanwhile, we face the 
continuing problem of water 
ihortage, and we continue to 

mp millions of gallons of
wage water Into the ocean
lly."

HAHN HAS proposed con

"Such   program has Ire- 
iiendous implication for the 
residents of Southern Califor- 
iia. as wplt as for other parts 
if the world in years to comr "

"Visitors from near and  ir 
lave converged on Whilti^r 

Narrows to sec the steps by 
which a waste product, hoad-.l 
'or disposal in the ocean. ! < 
changed to a clear and apprtU 
ing water source that will help 
maintain their life and pro;, 
perity." the Supervisor noted. 

280 million 
arc pour 1 d

from the County Sanitation 
District's White Point Plant in 
San Pcdro doily.

(The City of Los Angelas 
pours a like amount from the 
Hypcrion facility at Playa del 
Rey.)

A County Counsel opinion 
has affirmed that the County 
Retirement Board could legally 
finance water rcclam.iti<m 
plants for lease to the county.

MORE THAN
gallons of water

ruction of reclamation plants Hahn jai(i the necessary 
salvage the water. Such a | pianla would cost approximate, 

ly $25 million.
Through County Retirement 

Board financing, the capital in*

ant has already proved a sue 
ss in the Whlttlcr Narrows

"Waste water reclamation Is 
practical, safe and economic 
cthod of supplementing the

vestment for the facilities 
would be available at no cost 
to the taxpayer, and sales of

atural water supply," Hahn j the water would pay back the 
id. i debt and Interest. 
More than 13 million gallons!

water arc reclaimed daily
Whlttler Narrows, and local \ 

ater districts buy the re- 
aimed water at the same 
rice that the Metropolitan Wa-

District sells untreated The Rev. Hugh R. Percy, 
ater. 1 rector of St. Andrew's Eplico*
The Supervisor pointed out pal Church of Torrance and  

Father Percy 
At Retreat

so of the reclaimed water in 
ic Whittler Narrows area Is 
nrestricted, and quality re­ 
tirements are based on Pub-

Health Service 
Vater Standards."

"Drinking

"THE TRUE significance of 
he Whittior Narrows Plant is 

it is the first step in a 
rogram that could Increase 
he available water supply by 
ome 25 to 50 per cent," Hahn

Priest Associate in the Order 
of the Holy Cross, is on retreat 
this week at the Mount Calvary 
House in Santa Barbara.

During his absence from the 
parish, the Rev. Ralph R, 

i Parks, curate of St. Andrew's 
Parish, It conducting weekday 
services.

St. Mark's Day will be oh. 
served today with celebration 
of Holy Communion at 11 a in. 
The study-prayer group will 
meet at 10:15 p.m.

LIFE'S LIKE THAT

_^

By FRED NEHER

"Where's your secn-lury? Don't lit- In me 
'v«-n- '••• '- "H warm!"


