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The
Fearless 

Spectator
By 

——Charles McCabe, Esquire——
Mr. Cassius Marcellus flay, who is named after 

a 19th Century Southerner who kept a cannon by the 
door of his newspaper (on aeount of lhat's the way he 
wrote), is the only pretender to the heavyweight throne 
in my memory who licks ice cream cones during his 
public appearances of which there is no lack

The analytically-minded might claim this tan 
young beauty has been imperfectly weaned. I prefer to 
believe he has a genius for putting on the squares of 
the sporting world.

At age 21, Cassius has had 19 professional fights. 
He has won 'em all. 15 kayoes Against such memor­ 
able maitres of the craft as Tunney Hunsaker. LaMar 
flark. Tony Experti. Alonzo Johnson. Alex Miteff, 
Alenjandro Lavorante. Willi Besmanoff. Sonny Banks, 
and Dsn Warner.

This kind of training might qualify a man to take 
his wife or his sister, but little else, one fears.

Other times, other manners. For an instance. Gene 
Tunney had more than 60 professional fights (only one 
of which he lost, incidentally) before he was allowed 
a title fight with Jack Dempsey in 1926. He had to 
beat Georges Carpentier. Tom Gibbons, Harry Greb  
guys like that.

If Tunney had asked for a title clamber after 19 
paydays against bums, he would have been patted on 
the head and sent down to the psychiatric ward at Bell- 
vue Hospital for observation.

Cassius. after his 19. is the biggest draw in boxing. 
Yet he U unable to fight. Why? Because he has priced 
himself out of the boxing market before he has even 
become a pro fighter of any caliber.

He is the most promising fighter to have come 
along in years; yet it looks like "promise" may be 
labeled on his gravestone, because of the curious eco­ 
nomics of boxing these days.

He has recently refused to fight George Chuvalo. 
a Toronto nonentity, in a 10-round televised fight in 
Louisville, Ky., after having earlier agreed to do so.

Cassius ain't scared, although he does say: "Chu­ 
valo butts and fights inside. I could get an eye injury-. 
Chuvalo is a dirty fighter "

Lord knows, boxing isn't fighting any more, but 
even Clay would not seriously advance fear of an eye 
injury or purtative dirty tactics on his opponent's part 
M reason for killing a bout.

No, them are not reasons. The reason is that 
ubiquitous one: that ol' debbll dough, 

i Casxius told a recent Interviewer, in another con­ 
nection, the, reason he cannot take on the worthy Mr. 
Chuvalo.

I "Now Fm 21 and I got so big I can't fight on TV. 
Ain't enough in it. They got to have closed circuit. 
Fighting for $4.000 would be like fighting for nothing." 

This it bang-on true. Cassius. though not a fighter 
in any professional sense, has raised himself out of 
the nickel-and-dime class by talents almost wholly un­ 
connected with his craft. 

I -tf ir TV
One of the elfin ladies who files things for me 

has put the following label on the constantly growing 
Clay envelope: "CLAY, CASSIUS MARCELLUS (boxer
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and spokesman. I"
Which about sums it up. He is the spokesman for 

a single product: the C'lay ego. He once denied he was 
the greatest fighter and the greatest man in the world. 
"I'm the double greatest," he explained, with some 
patience.

It does seem sad that this combative and talented 
voung man should be deprived of the privilege of prac­ 
ticing his profession by the harsh economic realities 
of same.

The fact, at age 21, Mr. Clay has already become 
too rich for his own blood may provide the reductio ad 
absurdum of that already absurd game, boxing. The 
biggest drawing card in the fight world may never 
again be able to fight simply because it won't be worth 
his time.

Unless he meets Brother Us ton, In the double 
greatest Battle of the Century, from which encounter 
he would almost certainly be taken away in the meat 
wagon.

Army Choir Sings
The United States Army Air 

Defense Command Choir will 
sing in the student lounge of 
Harbor College as part of the 
college hour. This fine group 
of vocalists entertains person­ 
nel at the Nike Army Air De- 
fense Command and also out­ 
side the command.

HC Plans Dance
An after game stomp will 

feature the Jesters at Harbor 
College Saturday after the 
game against Ventura. The 
dance, to be held in the Sea- 
hawk Center, will begin at 
10 R.m and end, at midnight
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Sears Annual
High School

Football Player
for the week
CONTEST

Sponsored by Sears Student Board

Your Most Valuable Players for 
Friday, November 1 Games:

TORRANCE _____ MIKE BLANKENSHIP 
WEST ...................... PAUL CANNON
BANNING ...._    __.. WIUIE FOX
NARBONNE ............_.......... VAL LAOIAGI
GARDENA .... JIM HIGHT
BISHOP MONTGOMERY ... RUSS MOORE 
RCDONDO . ..................... BOB LAUREUA
MIRA COSTA —————..... CHUCK WOOD*
NORTH .............................. RUDY SUAREZ
SOUTH ...............__ DENNIS ESTABROOK
PALOS VEtOtt ............ FRANK BAUGHTER
SAN PEORO .................... MARrON PEKKOV

• Vote for the Mo»t Valuable High School 
Football Playtr of the Week.

• Juit fill out (he coupon below and mall 
to Sear*, Torrance or depotit in Sear* 
Torrance Boy*' Student Shop or in Girl*' 
Teen Shop.

COUPON MUST BE IN BY 4 P.M. 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12

Nomt ..................
Position Ployed

SCHEDULE FOR NOV. 8 
VOTE FOR 1 LOCAL PLAYER

WEST v*. LAWNDALE 
NARBONNfi vt. GARDENA 
TORRANCE vi. AVIATION 
PALOS VERDES vi. SOUTH 
SAN PEDRO vi. CARSON 

MIRA COSTA v*. SANTA MONICA 
REDONDO v*. HAWTHORNE

NORTH vt INGLEWOOD
BISHOP MONTGOMERY vi. CRESPI

BANNING vi. JORDAN
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