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Faster Tempo in
Legislature Due
In Coming Weeks

Now that most bills intro-
duced in early January may
legally be acted on, the tempo
of our current session will
speed up considerably. The 30-
day waiting period after intro-
duction before a particular bill
may be heard in committee
gives the public adequate op-
portunity to study it, but it also
admittedly slows our early ac-
ion,

Excellent advantage was tak-
en of this preliminary lull in
activity on measures. Both
houses, Senate and Assembly,
organized their committees un-
der their respective rules. The
members of these groups be-
gan to familiarize themselves
with some of the bills which
come before them.

The $3.23 billion budget for
1963-64 is, of course, the big-
gest thing on our agenda. I will
probably comment on it in this
column several times between
now and the end of our ses
sion, Our legislative analyst's
report on it is expected to be
released shortly.

- - .

SO FAR, about 1,200 bills
have been introduced in the
Assembly, 700 in the Senate,
These figures are about one-

third the totals expected to be |in

introduced in each house. In
addition, there are a number

of constitutional amendments, |

and a variety of resolutions.
Bills relating to almost all

of the more important topics

have been dropped in the hop-

pers of our two houses. These | bills.

are the ones which will prob-
ably require more work on our
part, either because they are
controversial, or because of in-
herent difficulties in working
out the best, most precise pro-
visions,
. - .

LEGISLATION relating to
education will be involved in
a great many bills. More sup-

rt for public schools and

igher education are not only
in the budget bill, but will also
be the subject of many other

loans, more special facilities
for the mentally retarded and
the physically handicapped are
other proposals we must re-
review.

Three different series of
bills propose fundamental

MUCH ACTIVITY is prom-
fsed in many other fields.
Closer control of dangerous

cate problem of “sovereign
immunity” — the liability of
local governments to pay dam-
ages under many circum-

stances
As | have written here be-
fore, this 1963 session will be

ductive for the good of

measures, Scholarships, school

active, interesting, and &rr
I
fornia. )

Senator Engle

Explains His

Truth in Packaging Measure

Senator Clair Engle (D-Calif.)
has disclosed that the “Truth
in Packing” bill he is sponsor-
ing would require manufactur-
ers to print the net weight of
a product on the front panel of
its packages, without embel-
lishment,

Senator Engle said, “The net
weight must be represented in
a prominent and conspicuous
manner on the front of the
package — and with no quali-
fying adjectives,

“This will eliminate such ab-
surdities as the ‘glant half-
quart’,” he added.

The net weight labelling is
one of three across-the-board
requirements for all
the bill includes, the Senator
continued.

The “Truth in Packaging”
bill — designed to eliminate
deceptive packaging on house-
hold goods — provides for
other regulations bu the rest
of them would be applied on a
product-by-product basis,

A

THE OTHER two across-the-
board requirements are:

Packages should contain no
pictures or illustrations that
would deceive the consumer as
to content, A can of succotash,
for instance, should not carry
a picture of a savory beef
stew, even if that stew would
be a logical end product for

the can's contents, Likewise,
chocolate chips should be as
evident in the cookies as they
are in the package {llustration.
Manufacturers should not be
allowed to print “cents-off”
deals, econ size designa-
tions, and information
implying a advantage on
their packages, Implying a bar-
gain by these methods pre-
supposes a control over retail
price that the manufacturer
usually does not have, This re-
quirement was included be-
cause too often the “cents-off”
deal passes absolutely no sav-
ings on to the customer.

SENATOR ENGLE sald,
“These three provisions are
the only ones that will apply
across the board to all con-
sumer market basket items.

“Of course, the bill proposes
other regulations but the rest
of them must be applied on a
product-by-product basis. Ob-
viously, many directives that
would be sensible for soap
packagers would look silly if
enforced on fish canners or ice
cream manufacturers.”

Senator Engle said the three
baslc requirements will be en-
forced by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the

Federal Trade Commission
(FTC).
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