‘Seven Year Iteh’ Gels
Enthusiastic Reception

By BETTY SCIHROEDIR

Opening night's performance
of “The Seven Year Itch™ by
G orge Axelrod at Chapel
Theatre. in Torrance was as
was expected — a riot of fun!
Huge congratulations are in
order to Larry G. Boyd of Re-
dondo Beach for casting and |
doing such a wonderful job of
directing one of the most de-
]i'_zh(ful comedies to be shown
in the area.

there was never a dull moment,

and hardly pause enough for
breath between laughter. When |
the curtains parted, there was |
a generous burst of applausc’
for the magnificent set cre-
a'>d by Steve #ands, co-pro- |
d cer with Don Gish of Chapel |
T.icatre. ‘

FRANK HERMAN, who stars
as Qchard in this comedy, and |
is also the star of KTLA's Car-
toon Carousel show on TV, has \
captured the hearts of his
adult audience at Chapel The-

tre as he has his children au-
dience on TV. If one is doubt- |
ful as to what a magician-ven-
triloquist might be capable of |
in an acting role before he sees
Herman perform, all such
doubts are erased by the en-
thusiastic, energetic, and most
charming characterization of
Richard and his wild day
@reams, even before the first
#cene ends.

Herman is so natural in his
performance, plus the fact that
he cannot resist ad-libbing oc-
casionally, which makes his
role even more realistic. His
is a very difficult role as he
must assume the same position
at the end of each dream se-
quence as he has before it
starts, and the timing for eas-
ing in and out of these imagin-
ings went off like clockwork.

The kiddies better watch
watch out, or they will lose
their “Skipper Frank” to the
adult world, if this is any indi-
cation of what Frank Herman
can do on a ti:>ater stage! All
in all, if the first-nighter audi-
ence was any barometer, there
will be steady laughter in|
Chapel Theatre for the next
three weekends at least!

JEANNE APPEL of Torrance
is perfectly cast in the role of
The Girl Upstairs, the role
m(¢e famous by Marilyn Mon-
roe. Jeanne portrays her own
version and is “as cute as a
button” with her gestures,
movements, and seemingly
sweet innocence. Pleasing to
note is the fact that none of
her actions is overdone.

As always, Denton Wable of
Redondo Beach is fabulous in
his characterization of Dr.
Brubaker the psychiatrist, even
when he first enters the stage.

Kyna E. Stephens of Palos
Verdes portrays Richard's wife
in a most typical and believ-
able fashion. Her speaking
voice is quite enchanting, and
she carries her role in a most
Ppleasing manner. Jim Eastom
of Hawthorne is well cast as
the suave, sophisticated rival
in Richard's dream. The bevy
of beautiful girls in Richard's
dreams were very well cast
with Susan Parks of Manhat-
tan Beach as Miss Morris; Na-
omi Moore of Redondo Beach
as Elaine; Sally Slatter of Tor-
rance as Marie-Whatever-Her
Name-Was; and Jean Russi of
‘Porrance as Pat.

This group goes through one
of the funniest sequences in
the show when they relate to
Richard's wife what her hus-
band has been doing while she
was away on vacation, al-
though each event they relate
only what occured in his
dream, which is actually what
this particular scene is —
Richard's day dream. Compli-
cated, but very funny.

D

TO ROUND out the cast:
Jimmy Russi of Torrance is a
regular little trooper as Rich-
ard’s son, this being 6.year-old
Jimmy's first acting role; Mark
Palmer of Redondo Beach and
Susan Parks do splendid jobs
as the voices of Richard's and
The Girl's consciences. It
should be mentioned that the
production crew did a magni-
ficent job with backstage work |
-+~ Phyllis Palmer of Redondo
Beach is producer; Rudy Me-
dina of Palos Verdes is stage
manager; Jim Meyers, Barbara
Wilkins and Mark Palmer work
lighting and sound; Naomi
Moore is in charge of props;
with Grover Palmer in charge
of electrical work.
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