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Say
lieve that the farmer who pa
tronizes a co-0p ought to bey Q
mitted to deterinine whei. J
he may use as ho wishes the
money that is rightfully his
especially if he must pay a tax
on it. These senators are ex
pected to atlack a provision by
which the farmer must allow
the co-op to retain his patron-
age dividends if he wants to
remain a member.
Businessmen who compete
with the co-ops have long com-
plained about this over-all sub-
ject. Their complaints have
won many sympathetic ears
from those who have watched
the co-ops, using exemption
from the corporation income
| taxes and anti-trust laws, grow
| from little enterprises to giant
‘rslnhhshmvms operating in
{ many fields.

|  TAKING THE PULSE—One
sure sign of economic health
| is the pulse of late spring gift-
|bu\|ng which this year prom-
ises to beat at a rate of nearly
$2 billion in gifts for moms
and dads, inlaws, grandpar-
ents and mothers—and fath-
ers-to-be; $250 million for wed-
ding presents and almost as
much for anniversaries; and
{ $40 million for graduates,
| One manufacturer of popu-
lar gifts — capitalizing on
buying spree — now i L&
duces its new models in
spring. The firm, the Bulova
Watch Company, recently dis-
closed some interesting facts
about this year's watch styles.
. . 0

WOMEN'S WATCHES, for
example, will come in tear.
drop, shield, diamond and oval
shapes or even more unusual-
ly styled models. Smaller dials
will be marketed, and there'll
be a greater selecticon of
waterproof and self-winding
sports models, and highly
styled cases and bracelets dec-
orated with diamonds for dress
occasions.

The trend in men's watches
is to conservatively thin cases,
unadorned dials and round
shapes, Bulova said. In addi-
tion, calendar and self-winding
watches are expected to be
popular,

.

THINGS TO COME—Dispos-
able bath towels measuring 40
by 20 inches and made of
highly absorbent cellulose are
on the market; the towels can
be wrung out and reused, the
maker claims .. . A folding
bicycle that can be ridden '
either children or adults, {
completely folded for storage
or travel, has been developed
by a California firm , . . And
a long-lived flashlight that re-
portedly lasts up to three years
on a single battery charge is
now being marketed,

e

SUNDAY SELLING—A be-
hind-the-scenes battle is going
on among the nation's mer-
chandisers over the issue of
Sunday retailing. Many retail-
ers — including discount
houses, drug stores, sundry
shops, and gasoline stations —
are already established Sunday
seliers, and not eager to be
joined by others in the lucra-
tive Sunday field. Many giant
merchandisers, on the other
hand, while opposed to Sunday
retailing, are being forced to
favor it because of competitive
pressures, While most signs
point to a growing trend to
merchandise on Sunday, strong
opposition to the practice is
expected to continue,

S o

BITS O' BUSINESS — Auto
insurance payments for bodily
injury and property damage
claims have risen steadily dur-
ing the past two years, a lead-
ing insurance association re-
ported last week . , , Passen
traffic on local-service airl
for the first two months
year was up 18,9 per cent from

a like period last year, an ime
duury report noted .,
Spring beef bargains will bc
postponed until later in the
. | year as a result of unseasonal
shortages; lower prices are
expected by late summer, how-
ever ., , . Machine tool ordérs
declined sharply in February,
but are still running ahead of
the 1961 rate.
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