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Fallout sholter.i are going 

out of s.ylo. if current sales 
of shelter-building firms arc 
any indication.

Interest in shelters drifted 
along uncertain!;- for several 
years until last summer, when 
international crises and gov­ 
ernment action brought a tre­ 
mendous surge in sales. Many 
construction companies — an­ 
ticipating a long-term building 
boom — set up well-staffed

subsidies or exnandod their op­ 
erations in!o tho shelter field. 
Promotion was intensive and 
pu')lic interest soared. So did
sales.

BIT THE interest proved 
short-lived, and the so-called 
"shelter boom" turned out to 
be a luist. Sales have declined 
rapidly in past months. Among 
the reasons are lessening of 
international tensions, the em- 

i phasis on community rather

th.in individual sh.'lters zml 
the healed coiiirovrr^y over 
the psychological and moral 
implications of the shelters.

In recent weeks dozens of 
larg? companies have shut 
down their shelter-building 
sidelines, and many more 
small firms have completely 
folded, as a result of public 
apathy. Some shelter manufac­ 
turers continue to have modest 
sales, most of them in the form 
of converting rooms in new

hoiiu-s iiuo c.imlii.iKt.cn s'u'l- 
ler-family roor «"-ncUire*.

CO-01' TAX MMH'IIOI.K —
1-ast year, and again this \var. 
President Kennedy asked Con­ 
gress to tighten the tax loop­ 
hole enjoyed by farm coopera­ 
tives in a way that would be 
"fair and just" to both the co­ 
ops and their tax-paying com­ 
petitors.

The bill that recently came 
1 out of the House Ways and

Mo..ns CutnmiiUe. vvliile mak­ 
ing the co-op pairon partially 
responsible for taxes on co-op 
earnings, still had in it fea­ 
tures that would give the co-op 
an unfair edge on taxp.iying 
firms. Now the bill is running 
the Senate gauntlet, and there 
reportedly lire a number of 
senators who hope to remove 
some of the built-in tax advan­ 
tages enjoyed by the multi-

! million-dollar co-ops
i FOR ONE THING, they be-
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In ve tiuit tli? farmer who pa­ 
tronizes a co-op oni;iH to i'( ( k 

j milted to deteriiiine who, W 
lie may use as h;- whins ihe 
money (hat is rightfully hi«-- 
especiallv if he must pay a tnx 
on it. These senators are ex­ 
ported to attack a provision by 

' which the farmer must allow 
the co-op to retain his patron­ 
age dividends il he wants to 

i remain a member. 
; Businessmen who compete 
with the co-ops have long com­ 
plained about this over-all sub- 

| ject. Their complaints have 
i won many sympathetic ears 
I from those who have watched 
. the co-ops, using exemption 
from the corporation income 
taxes and anti-trust laws, grow 
from little enterprises to giant 
establishments operating in 
many fields.

TAKING THK PI 'USE—One
] sure sign of economic health 
I is the pulse of late spring gilt- 

buying, which this year prom­ 
ises to beat at a rate of nearly 
$2 billion in gifts for moms 
and dads, in-laws, grandpar­ 
ents and mothers—and fath­ 
ers-to-be: $250 million for wed­ 
ding presents and almost a< 
much for anniversaries: and 
$40 million for graduates.

One manufacturer of popu­ 
lar gifts — capitalizing on 
buying spree — now i 
duces its new models in 
spring. The firm, the Bulova 
Watch Company, recently dis­ 
closed tome Interesting facts 
about this year's watch styles.

WOMEN'S WATCHES, for
example, will come in tear, 
drop, shield, diamond and oval 
shapes or even more unusual­ 
ly styled models. Smaller dials 
will be marketed, and there'll 
be a greater selection of 
waterproof and self-winding 
sports models, and highly 
styled cases and bracelets dec­ 
orated with diamonds for dress 
occasions.

The trend in men's watches 
to conservatively thin cases, 

nadorned dials and round 
lapes. Bulova said. In addi- 
on. calendar and self-winding 
atches are expected to be

opular. • • •
THINGS TO COME—Dlspon- 

ible bath towels measuring 40 
, 20 inches and made of 
ighly absorbent cellulose arc 
i the market: the towels can 
i wrung out and reused, th» 
sker claims ... A folding 
icycle that can be ridden 'JL 
Ither children or adults, t if 
'ompletely folded for s'.orage 

travel, has been developed 
r a California firm . . . And 

_ long-lived flashlight that re­ 
portedly lasts up to three year* 
an a single battery charge is
now being marketed.• • •

SUNDAY SELLING—A be-
hiwUnc-Menes battle U going 
m among the nation's mer- 
handisers over the issue of 
iunday retailing. Many retail- 
rs — including discount 
.ouses, drug stores, sundry 
hops, and gasoline stations — 
re already established Sunday 

sellers, and not eager to be 
joined by others In the lucra­ 
tive Sunday field. Many giant 
merchandisers, on the other 
hand, while opposed to Sunday 
retailing, are being forced to 
favor II because of competitive 
pressures. While most signs 
point to a growing trend to 
merchandise on Sunday, strong 
opposition to the practice is
expected to continue.• • •

BITS O* BUSINESS — Auto 
insurance payments for bodily 
injury and property damage 
claims have risen steadily dur­ 
ing the past two years, a lead­ 
ing insurance association re 
ported last week ... I'a&svni 
traffic on local-service airl 
for the first two months 
year was up 16.9 per cent from 
a like period last year, an In­ 
dustry report noted ... 
Spring beef bargains will be 
postponed until later in the 
year as a result of unseasonal 
shortages; lower prices are 
expected by late summer, how­ 
ever . . . Machine tool orders 
declined sharply in February, 
but are still running ahead of 
the 1961 rate.
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