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Anyone who watched the telecasts of the FCC hear-
ings, on net programming will readily see why tele-
vision is the most rapidly declining art form in the
country today. The testimony by CBS and NBC network
executives was a garland of excuses and double-talk
that demonstrated neither imagination nor respect for
the medium that feeds them.

I can honestly say the most personally disappoint-
ing performances I have witnessed in over a decade
of covering television were the witness-stand testi-
monies of president Frank Stanton of CBS and James
Aubrey, also of CBS, as well as NBC’s Board Chairman
Robert Sarnoff and his vice president-in-charge of pro-
gramming, Mort Werner.

* * *

As those in control of the most exciting and in-
fluential informational device in history, they were a
sad, dispirited lot and I was ashamed of them.

As you heard their statements, you kept remem-
bering FCC Chairman Newton Minow's words: “In a
free society there is no more precious gift than to have

0’10 eyes and ears of the Nation five or sixr hours of
the day. It is a staggering responsibility for the net-
works . . .”

* * *

Stanton said it is not the responsibility of a net-
work to cram culture onto television screens until the
public shows an interest in such a type of program.

“We all seem impelled to lead others to the heights
we ourselves have attained — or think we have at-
tained — through some sort of coercion or cultural
speed-up,” said Stanton who went on to say: “It is
helpful to remember that less than 32 per cent of the
American people between the ages of 18 and 64 have
more than a high school education, and that .32 per
cent have had no more than eight years of schooling
altogether.

* * *

. The more sophisticated who are restless with
the type of entertainment that appeals to others may
need a rededication of faith in that hopeful experiment
that is our democracy.”

At one point Aubrey declared that the violence,
sadism, and killing had no effect on the actions of
children — “except the deviate children, of course.”
At this point cagey Commissioner John Cross said:

“I seem to remember a time when the ‘youngsters
of this country were influenced enough by television
to purchase five million coonskin caps.” Aubrey dis-

' ,regarded the parry.

* * *

It's a miracle to me that the commissioners didn't
pin the network boys to the mat more often. Some of
their statements cried for rebuttal. Either they were
being polite or else they don't watch much television
personally.

ABC president Ollie Treyz was called up before a
subcommittee on juvenile delinquency to explain why
he had approved the episode on his net's “Bus Stop”
which showed teen-age idol Fabian as a brutal, unre-
pentant, homicidal psychobath — after three sponsors
and 25 ABC station affiliates dropped it. Treyz an-
swered:

“I did not want to do any blue-pencilling that
would discourage creative talent.”

* * *

The Communications Act of 1934 gave the FCC a
mandate to see that radio (later TV) stations operated
“in the public interest and necessity,” but denied it
the right to censor. If they don't measure up, the FCC
can deny a license renewal. But the FCC has no control
over the networks which provide the stations with a
major part of their programming.

The current two-year investigation is to determine
how much control the FCC should have over the nets’
Broadcasters fear government censorship and are ter-
rified of Pay TV. Minow says he wants no censorship.
But he does \sant responulblllty I hope ho gets it
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