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safety device was demonslra

ted in aircraft during World
War II, but it was not until
1949 that technical studies on |
the advisability of their use |
in automobiles really got un-
der way. By the middle 1960s,
the results of work conducted
by the Automobile Crash In-
jury Project at Cornell Uni-
versity were published, and it
was revealed that the use of
safety belts reduced motor ve-
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IT IS understandable that

not all persons using seat belts |

o can escape death when in-
volved in an automobile acci-

dent, but, in the accidents
studied, only 2.6 per cent of
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car occupants using the safety 1 s Al! D Avs Ru.“ \§ your health comes =
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The reason given for lhlsE
was that unless safety belm1
were used the victim was fre- |
quently thown out of the car
and killed, and that the
chances of fatal injuries were
therefore 5 to 6 times greater
if ejected from a car in case
of an accident then if held
within it.
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SO CONVINCED are local
public authorities and safety
experts on the wisdom of the
use of the seat belt that all of-
ficial cars in Los Angeles
County have been equipped
with two front seat safety
belts for the past three or four
years.

California has also passed
a law, now incorporated into
the State Vehicle Code, which \ " SIO
makes it compulsory for all
1962 cars sold in the State to
be equipped with hors

‘. (hardware) for two front seat
safety belts, thereby making
the installation of the belt less
expensive for the owner. Vipped beb-
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ALTHOUGH emphasis s
placed on the installation of
safety belts in the front seat,
safety belts should also be in-
stalled for rear seat passen-
gers including children. It has
been proven that rear seat
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rear passengers come sailing
through the air the car has
slowed, and the Iimpact Is
more forceful since it becomes
more like a collision with a
fixed object.
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tor ol the Cornell Research
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