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Lines Drawn Between
Assessor, Taxpayers

By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 68th District

Probably for the only time in
history, the assessor got him-
self immortalized in poetry a
couple of generations ago. In
a farewell to adeceased famous
zoology professor, an equally
renowned poet wrote:

“And from two things left
behind him,

(Be sure they'll try to find
him)

The tax-bill and assessor,

Heaven help the great
Professor!”

The fundamental dispute be-
fween taxpayer and assessor
thus so aptly capsuled has con-
tinued unabated to this day,
and a peaceful end to it is not
yet in sight. This was made
very clear at a recent meeting
»f the assembly interim com-
mittee on revenue and taxa-
jon. Up for consideration again
was a proposal to enact a “Tax-
payers’ Bill of Rights.”
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AS INTRODUCED in the
1961 session, the bill would
srovide for the final settle-
ment of protests over property
ascessments for local purposes
by courts and juries, rather
han by administrative proced-
are. The language of the meas-
ire states that a taxpayer
would be entitled to “independ-
ant determination” by a court
»of every element (except the
imount of appropriation) upon
which his tax liability is based,

Such determination would be
nade without regard to prior
jetermination by an assessorl
on board of equalization — in
st her words, it would start
from scratch, Other matters of
fact, the taxpayer would be en-
iitled to the verdict of a jury.

UNDER PRESENT law, as-
tessors fix the value of prop-

sessed.
did get any explanation of the
method used in fixing its value

A witness who represented
the counties, the cities, and
organized teachers, led the op-
position to the proposed law.
He contended that the bill is
so broad in most of its provi-
sions that it would create con-
tinual litigation, thus further
clogging the courts. It could
also tie up funds for essential
government services, such as
schools, welfare, health, and
safety.

THE SPOKESMAN for the
state board of equalization
joined this witness in opposi-

tion. He said the bill would cut |

across the whole field of taxes,
| not only property, but sales and
| other levies. Both argued
against the provision for jury
trials on the ground that juries
could not decide matters of

!fact on real estate appraisals |

or questions of depreciation.

Whether this bill ever comes
up for later action, it is ap-
parent that the lines between
embattled taxpayers and as-
sessors are still firmly drawn,
so more skirmishes can be ex-
| pected.

In manufacturing love po-
tions, the ancient Chinese
once ascribed the power to
produce love to the lemon.
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»rty for tax purposes. Boards
» county supervisors, or city
souncils, sit as local “boards
»f equalization” to hear pro-
iests over assessments, and to
sesolve any inequities which
may be found. The proposed
aw would apparently permit
in end run around this pro-
redure,

Proponents of the measure
wrgued that at present, a tax-
payer who thinks an assess-
ment on his property is too
high, or out of line with other
similar properties is going to

-un into nothing but frustra- |

tion if he tries to have it cor-
rocted. Therefore, it was urged
‘hat the proposed bill, or some
similar legislation, be enacted
‘0 make things easier for the
iissatisfied property owner. ‘

ONE TAXPAYER described
ais personal experiences in try- |

ng to get his property reas-
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