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Assemblyman. 68th District
The slave traffic" was wiped 

out by the thirteenth amend­ 
ment to our U.S. Constitution. 
Rut siinictliint! akin to II hns
developed recently here in
California and elsewhere which
hns manv of the same shame­
ful aspects. That is the traffic-
in babies up for adoption.
about which the Assembly
Judiciary committee is holding
hearings.

101(1 SUP
"placement agencies" --- those
organizations which bring chil­
dren and prospective parents 
together before court proceed­ 
ings --  under state licensing
regulation. At present, there
are twenty such agencies run
by California counties, and ten
private ones.

The law made placement of
children bv unlicensed persons

lots S05CJ in Year
want to adopt them. The rea­
son'.' Shortage of available chil­
dren. There's an estimated 
three and a half couples wait­ 
ing for evory such child.

Heavy criticism was leveled
at intermediaries w!ni demand
t'ess of $1.000, $2.000 or more.
Charges of fee-splitting, de-

! in a nds tor lees Irom both par­
ties, and failure to render any

a misdemeanor. The committee (service for fees, were laid
was told, however, that this

At its meelin? in S"ii Fran- 1 Provision is generally regarded 
Cisco a few days ago, the com- fs unenforceable ^ because ^ of

startling testimony bv state
and national experts in t h e
field as a basis for its consider- 
ption of remedial legislation.
The group was told that ten
thousand babies were adopted , 
in California last year, of 
whom an estimated 500 were
illegally "sold on the black
market," and an additional 100
were exported out of the state.

PP.IMARY authority over
adoption of children has rested 
in our courts for a century or , 
more. About thirty-five years

word "placement."
* * *

THIS LAW IS designed to

against a "relatively small
group ' of intermediaries. One 
adoption specialist who defend-

claimed his highest fee was
$500, and the average, only
$400.

THE SPOKESMAN for a

regard ,'U> per cent of inde
pendent placements as ex­
tremely pool', and another 2'\ 

jper cent as only fair. 
The representative of 1 h e 

slate department of public wcl-

the situation. First, and strong-
'Iv emphasized, is that untie-
iCMiscd placement of any child
for adoption .should be made
a felony. Second is that the law
should be changed to require 
full disclosure to (lie court of
all financial transactions con­
nected with an adoption. '

W h e n a major newspaper
can head its story "Babv Sales
  Big Racket in Slate" it
would appear about time to

parents, and the adonting fam- national chi'd welfare oigani- |).llt a u k |sla 'jVp sto'' tor thc 
ilv. The licensed placement Ration traced the root or8 thc .slavery implied for some of our 
acencies havo the important 1 problem to the unwed mother. tulu 'e citizens.
responsibility of making all j Usually, it was said, such
necessary investigation to as­
sure that the best possible 
match between child and
adopting parents is made. But
private persons   "intermeda- 
aries"   have found that 
money is to be made in local-

ago a law was enacted to bring | ing babies for couples who

women have no real knowledge
of probable dangers to them­ 
selves and their babies, and so
are easily led into unwise con­
tracts. "Middlemen" then try 
to frighten them to prevent 
their backing out of the agree­
ments. Exports, ;t was stated,
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GRAND OPENING! "THE ESTATES"
GRANDVIEW PALOS VERDES

for a Grandview-built 
home in Palos Verdes!

Visit the
W&JSLOANE

FURNISHED MODELS
you'n been waiting for! 

Open Dsily 9 a.m.'til dark
• WALL-TO-WALL CARPETING!

• BUILT-IN GAFFERS & SATTLER 
GAS RANGES & OVENS!

• WASTE KING DISHWASHERS 
(in Plans 2 &3, optional Plan 1)1

• BRICK FIREPLACES & HEARTHS! 

• ALL IMPROVEMENTS IN & PAID FOR I

More of tljo homes you loved in Grandvicw Rolling 
Hills...now available on pool-size (7,600 sq. ft. & 

more) lota...in a superlative setting with OCEAN 
AND BAY VIEWS I So if you dreamed of living on 

the peninsula of prestige...at prices and terms 
you can afford...be sure to visit "THE ESTATES* 

furnished models todayl

TOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY choose, from a ffrw selection of 
executive homes: In THE COUNTRY CLUB UNIT, QRANOVIEW 
PALOS VEROES. Qualified Non-Vets from $l,bOO On. (plus 
costs), VA Terms tor Qualified Vets (on a limited number). Sen 
lovely furnished models. And in WEST PALOS VERDES ESTATES, 

'from $34,900. Qualified Non-Vets, 90% financing. VA Terms 
lor Qualified Vots. Visit ocean-view models, 3 furnished by 
Wilder'*. Trade* ComIdered.

3 & 4 Bedroom* & Family Room, 2 Bedroom* It D«n. 2 * 2ft 
Bath*. Up to 2,127 Sq. Ft. living Area. Architect.; Harrlt 4 Rlct, 
A,I,At

fe__,, Sales Hc.n : 27781 Hjwtlioiue Blvd., Palos Vtidei BlaUs
tKm^KamKmm^^^ 

Codstdl Office^ Hawthorov Blvd. at Palos Vetiles Olive, West <
*KS»**i!iS»: :.:v:;:«ss;; f».»:.•'*' ' '

Director of Sales: William C. Kulow. FRontl/ir 7-1505


