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the Warwhoop was named one | tion of journalisin instructional ! ness.

of five outstanding college and | programs,

university publications throug-
out the nation, Selection of the
five newspapers was announc-
ed by the American Newspap-
er Publishers Assn., conven-
ing in New York.
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Hahn Answers Objections to His
Plan for Single Municipal Court

Objections which some out-
lying cities and communities
have against consolidation of
Los Angeles County's 23 muni-

“cipal court districts into a sin-

gle municipal court district
are completely unfounded and
are based on a misunderstand-
ing of the consolidation plan,
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn de-
clared yesterday after review-
ing a report prepared by As-
sistant Chief Administrative
Officer John R. Leach on the
principal objections being
voiced.

Even though an objective,
impartial study of the proposed
single court plan reveals that
it would save Los Angeles
County taxpayers more than
$70 million over the next 19
years, a number of communi-
ties opposed the plan because
they believe:

e It takes away local auton-
omy.

o Jt works hardship in time
and money on many police

departments because of the

transportation of prisoners.

o It works a hardship on citi-

zens who must travel from
their locality, many times at
great physical effort and ex-
pense for court appearances.

o It seems logical that a judge

who is familiar with local
conditions is better qualified
to hear local problems.

e It takes away the conven-
ience for citizens and this is
the reason for municipal
courts.
» . L] .

LEACH'S analysis of each of
these objections is as follows:
1. Takes away local auton-
omy. .

If the implication of the
above objection is that con soli-
dation of the courts will take
local autonomy away from the
cities, this would be erroneous
A city does not have any pres-
ent control over the municipal
court system, These courts are
a State system of courts, fi-
nanced by the County, with
each judicial district constitut-
ing an independent self-gov-
erning court unit.

If the implication is that
local courts would lose local
autonomy, this is true to the
extent that the Jocal district
would be consolidated with
others — thereby forming a
large district which would be
governed by majority rule of
the judges include‘d.

» *

HOWEVER, since the pur-
pose of the Judiciary is to ad-
minister equal justice of the
law to all concerned, pursuant
generally to an interpretation
of State-wide statutes and ap-
plication of State-wide rules of
the State Judicial Council —
the question of local autonomy
becomes rather moot.

Since there would still be
a court and a judge in exist-
ing locations, there seems to
be no reason to believe that
such court and judge would be
any less amenable to or less
conscious of the legitimate in-
terest of the citizens, attor-
neys, and litigants after con-
solidation of the courts than
was the case before merging
of the courts,

* L] .

2. WORKS A hardship In
time and money on many po-
lice departments because of the
transportation of prisoners,

This objection must assume
abandonment of existing courts
from their present, locations.
Such abandonment has never
been contemplated. On the
contrary, all reports on the
subject of consolidation have
emphatically included the basic
principle that all existing
courts would be continued for

the convenience of citizens, at-
torneys, litigants and police de-
partments.

Therefore, local police trans-
portation of prisoners would
remain the same as exists to-
day. It has never been con-
tended that arraignments, mis-

demeanor trials, or felony pre- |

liminaries to be removed from
local courts as they now exist.
Thus, any “red-herring” of

greater foundation costs of |

local city departments is with-
out foundation.
L L]

3. WORKS A hardship on
citizens who must travel from
their locality, many times at
great physical effort and ex-
pense for court appearances.

This again assumes a general
abandonment of court proces-
ses at existing locations,

As repeatedly stated, all
court locations would remain
as is, and continue to hear
criminal, small claims, traffic
and other so-called short cause
actions.

L] L]

THE ONLY degree of cen-
tralization that has been men-
tioned is to work toward an
eventual operation of a master
calendar system at one loca-
tion “for the conduct of civil
trials. Such a master calendar
would expedite administration
of justice in the various re-
gions of the County by permit-
ting more trial cases to be cal-
endared daily with some
chance of the court being able
to handle them on the date
they are called, This would be
faster justice and a conven-
jence to litigants concerned;
justice delayed is justice de-
nied. «

. * Ll

4, IT SEEMS logical that a
judge familiar with local con-
ditions is better . qualified to
hear local problems.

On the contrary, the entire
premise on which this is based
is adverse to the purpose of
the administration of justice—
namely equal justice before the
law on the basis of evidence
submitted. 2

What is the “local problem”
the judge would be better
qualified to hear? No policy
matters are decided by a judge
as they are by legislative
bodies. The judge renders his
decision by evidence and ap-
plication of the law. The qual-
ity of the decision is based on
the ability, fearlessness, and
fairness of the judge—not his
place of residence,

L] - -

IT SEEMS far more logical
to conclude that ary intelligent
citizen concerned in an indi-
vidual case of civil action, or
finding himself a defendant in
a criminal trial, would much
prefer to be heard by a capable
fearless, and fair judge—ab-
solutely independent of com-
munity pressures, outside con-
trols or extraneous conditions
of any type whatever—national
or local,

R R

5. TAKES AWAY the con-

venience from citizens and this
is the reason for municpal
courts.
This objection to consolida-
tion again presupposes the clos-
ing down of courts in the areas
where we now find them—a
completely erroneous assump-
tion,

Most citizens .go to the mu- [

nicipal court because of traf-
fic tickets and small claims,
There will always be handled
at the existing court locations.
The ‘“citizen” defendant in a
criminal case is transported by
police officer, convenience in
terms of travel distance is not
a matter of concern to him.
However, citizen witnesses will

still have available all existing
courts,

LOCHMANN

DRIVE-IN DAIRY
28000 5, WESTERN AVE,, SAN PEDRO

VRRARA R

FARMS mik
- 20%%

TE 3-8833

Take your favorite recipe: Add a generous

helping of our quality meat, pouliry, produce

and grocery specials:

result — a delicious

atick-to-you ribs dinner that the family will

FRICASSEE

Our Plump, specially fed stewing hens

Great With Dumplings!

will make the best tasting fricasseel

20
3.lb.
average
weight

olden Creme Deluxe

P4 Premium Quality

Cello Top

Pillsbury
FLOUR

2 Pound Pkg.

=~ PRIORITY GRATED

White Meat

12-Flavors Round Carton

Pancake

TUNAD

ARRIVAL OF a Silver Me-
dal trophy, presentcd the War-
following competition
in conjunction with California
State Fair and Exposition,’ pre- |
I eaded by one day the announc-|
ment of the Associated Colle-!
| glate Press in Minneapolis that |
the Warwhoop hatl heen award- |
and |ed its 15th consecutive All -

In March the college publi-
cation was given first place for
General Excellence among jun-
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Regarding the All-American
rating judges noted that the
paper covers the field ‘‘with
outstanding alertness” and add-
ed “wish other papers would
do as well.”” Speaking of cre-
ativity, the judges wrote, “You
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Adviser of the college publi-| 11th, or 12th, and see some
cation is W. A. Kamrath, Re-|great

nanno,
manager;
Torrance.

Beach;

F00DS 00

(i

Spocial mixture of beef, pork, veal
A Great Economy Dish for the Family

Ground Fresh Daily!

MEAT LOAF
Q.

il i

Full Pound Package

Foods Company
PANCAKE
C)SYRUP

28-01. Bottle
Pillshury Loaf Size

CAKE
MiX

9%4-0x,
Pkg.

Napkins

10¢
FOODS CO. WASH DAY

LAUNDRY
DETERGENT

Redondo

Gardena,

business
Keith Day, Manhattan Beach,
circulation manager and re-|Wayne Overbeck, Manhattan|
porters Louis Bishop, Redondo
Jerry Daquila,
thorne; Tom Deats, Torrance
Richard Delahanty, Redondo
STAFF MEMBERS sharing'Beach; Jerry Eiland, Torrance;

manager; | ston

Roscoe & Canoga
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