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Liberty \@
isn’t

in the
dictionary

Liberty (lib’er-ti)
noun. 1, freedom
from control or sub-
iection; 2. freedom
from restraint;
3, the possession
'md use of the
rivileges of self-
Tovernment; 4, a
transgression of the
vules of propriety or
wdinary usage;
As the minuteman
rouched behind a low
stone wall,
thoughts ccntcrcd on a
clump of trees about a
hundred yards away;
the tree stumps that
wouldn’t be dug out
of his corn field by
fall; the realization
that he could not re-
member when he had
slept more than three
hours at a time. He
had never read that
definition of Liberty—
he couldn’t read. He
had never shouted his
ideas of Liberty=—
they spoke inside him,
softly, constantly. His
cold hands gripped
the cold metal of his
vifle. He was a patriot
but he didn’t know it.
He was an ordinary
man.
He was an American.

He was defining
Liberty for the first
time and helping to
conceive a nation
predicated on ideas
and ideals which had
never been put into
bractice.
That was 184 years
ago. Today we're
pretty sophisticated
and just abouc any-
hody can give yow a
detailed definition of
Liberty with lots of
words starting with
capital letters, And if
you pin a man down,
he’ll sheepishly admit
that’s not what he
really thinks but he
can’t quite put into
words how he redlly
feels.
And that's the whole
hoint, We Americans
lon’t have to define
Liberty—we live it.
Yvery breath we take,
wery mile we drive,
wery word we utter is
the result of those
senerations before us
who, like us, could not
say it but felt some-
thing which doesn’t
oxist anywhere else.
Once in a while, like
now, just before the
Fourth of July, some
of us think about 1776
and tricorn hats and
Paul Revere, but
nobody mentions
these things. It's
embarrassing! And it
shouldn’t be. Act the
hart.  Act proud.
On the 4th, when
vouw're shopping in
vour favorite market
w getting gas on the
‘ighway, say “Thanks,
American,” The
vecipient will look at
vou as if you were
out of your mind and
then grin. And when
vou walk out or drive
way, if you turn
wound real quick,
vou'll see them looking
fter you with their
*hins sticking out lik
Stonewall Jackson,
You see, they're
Americans, too, and
they can define
Liberty in their eyes,
in their hearts, in
their minds——just
like you,
See you next week,
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