Business Reporter Predicts New Record in Construction in 1961

By REYNOLDS KNIGHT
Construction spending is ex- |

is estimated for the year at
$57.29 billion, with mainte-

|according to Harry B, Henshel,
| president of the 85-year-old Bu-

pected to reach a record $76.8 |nance and repair spending ac- | lova Watch Co. Manufacturers,

billion during the coming year. |

This would be a definite rever- |
sal of the slowdown of 1960,

counting for $19.5 billion, the
contractors predict,
Like many other prognostica-

|he says, are responding to this
{trend by stressing quality and
treating the additional cost as

The comeback for the indus- |tors, they feel that over-all eco- |as selling “plus” instead of be-

try is expected in many lines, |

including housing, highways, |in the second half of the year | it.

schools, public works, utilities |
and commercial and industrial
projects, according to a current |
outlook of the Associated Gen-
eral Contractors of America.
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THIS IS particularly good |
news for many suppliers in
view of the fact that spending
in this field last year dipped |
by $1.4 billion to $74.1 billion. |
It was the first year since
Wonld War I that dollar value
did not increase.

New construction spending

nomic activity will turn upward

affer a small decline in the
first half,

WATCH QUALITY—Because
of the increasing consumer de-
mand for high-quality goods—
the strongest since before
World War II—the watch and
jewelry industry is looking for-
vard to new sales levels this
year,

Shop-wise buyers are losing
some of their fascination with
bargain-priced goods, especially
where longtime use is desired,

CONSTANTLY
AWARE OF
CHANGE AND
DEVELOPMENT

STONE s MYERS

1221 ENGRACIA AVE.

PHONE 81212

ing apologetic or timid about

“Nowhere is the quality
trend more evident,” Henshel
declared, “than in recent in-
dustry studies, and in our own
year-end observations, which
point to a fall selling season
marked by the most significant
increase in consumer demand
for jeweled lever watches
since 1954.” Traditionally, fall
sales account for well over half
of the industry’s total,
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CHEMICAL PROGRESS
Substantial diversification in
product line, and rapid growth
in production capabilities were
the highlights of 1960 so far
as one major chemical com-
pany was concerned, according
to Harry B. Warner, president
of B. F. Goodrich Chemical Co.

During the past year, he
said, the company (1) scored
an impressive break-through in
vinyl technology, (2) entered
the ABS plastic field, (3) be-
came the first to have a com-
puter-controlled plant in the
chemical processing industry,
(4) opened its first plant west
of the Mississippi, and (5) built
and expanded its plants around
the world.

The Cleveland - based Good-
rich division, which together
with its overseas associate com-
panies is the world's largest
producer of vinyl resins, fore-
|seec continued growth for this
|versatile plastic through im-
| proved processing techniques
coupled with the introduction
of new and improved vinyls,
according to President Warner.
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FARM OUTLOOK — Produc-
tion of grain, meat, vegetable
oils and other farm products
will increase in the U. 8. in
| 1961, as well as consumption of
|these products both here and
{aboard. This is the prediction
of Erwin E. Kelm, president,
Cargill, Incorporated, nation-
wide agricultural products
firm,

“Our long-range plans for ex-
pansion,” Kelm says, “assume

Now! The easiest car in the world
to love is easier than ever to own!
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that services performed by
firms such as ours will be in
ever-greater demand.” The
company's expansion in 1960
included a 12-miilion-bushel
export elevator at Baie Co-
meau, Quebec, on the Atlantic
end of the St. Lawrence Sea-
way, where grain from botn
the US. and Canada are re-
ceived during the seaway's ice-
free months for year-round
overseas shipment

The company also acquired
a  3-million-bushel waterside
elevator at Duluth, and a 2-
million-bushel elevator at
Toledo. At Chicago a “floating
elevator” was put in operation
and construction was begun on
a large warehouse and loading
dock to receive incoming gen-
eral cargo from vessels arriv-
ing through the Seaway.
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APPLIANCE Outlook — Sub-
stantial sales increases in all
major product categories are
expected in 1961 by the gas ap-
pliance industry, according to
a survey of the 576 members
of the Gas Appliance Manufac-
tures Association, who produce
95 per cent of all household,
commercial and industrial gas
equipment made in this coun-
try

Shipments of gas ranges in
the new year will approximate
2,116 000 units, an increase in
free-standing modeis of 13.2
per cent over 1960, 21.3 per
cent in built-ins, and an over-
all gain of 14.8 per cent, the
survey shows.

Improvement in gas central
heating equipment sales is ex-
pected to reach 12.2 per cent,
or o total of approximately
1,518,000 units, with furnaces
up 146 per cent, boilers 7.5
|per cent and conversion burn-
|ers (which convert existing coal
!or oil systems to gas) up 09
Iper cent. The GAMA report
points out that the bright heat-
ing picture reflects significant
gas heating gains in new home
construction and home modern-
lzation projects
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‘READY-MADE' Record —
Cigarette sales soared to new
record levels in 1960 for the
fourth consecutive year and

| prospects are bright for fur-
{ther gains this year, in the
lopinion of William S. Cutchins,
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Annduncing...thesWéetest deal in the compact field !

Wetre celebrating Falcon's sweet success! And what a suc-
cess with sales leadership for the second stralght year. But
we're not resting on our laurels. This Valentine Special is our
hallenge to the fast-growing compact field,

You'll get all these features at no extra cost: a Full-Flow 0il
Fiiter that lets you go 4,000 miles between oil changes...a
double-wrapped aluminized muffler ... foam-cushioned front
seats . .. two coat hooks, two sun visors, two arm rests, .. and
service by a franchised Ford Dealer. You can pay hundreds
more . ., but you can't buy better than. ..

AMERICAS BEST-LOVED COMPACT CAR!

VEL'S FORD SALES COMPANY

1420 Cabrillo Ave.

FALCON
VALENTINE SPECIAL

OFFER ENDS FEB. 14th

*'61 Falcon Tudor Sedan. Ater smai
down payment d on normal,
avallable final on manus
facturer's suggested list price.
Prices may vary due to local
tax, license, equipment,
and trading requires

ments.

Torrance, Calif.
FAirfax 8-5014

[ president of Brown & William- | total volume to as high as 494 JANUARY 12, 1961

son Tobacco Corp

l.ed by substantial gains of
filter brands, and particulariy
methols, industry-wide cigar
elte sales rose to an estimated
475 billion units, an increase
of about 48 per cent over
1950's previous record of 453
billion, he reported

Cutchins says indications are
that 1961 will show substantial
gains, amounting probably to
about 4 per cent and carrying

Health Class |
Registration |
|

Still Open

Registration will remain
open another week for the ex-
pectant parents’ classes held
on Thursday from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Torrance Health Center, |
2300 W, Carson St., according
to Dr. B. A. Kogan, district
health officer of the Los An-
geles County Health Depart-
ment

The classes, which started
last week, are planned to as-
sist prospective mothers and fa-
thers to prepare and care for
the new baby. A discussion of
hygiene of pregnancy is sche-
duled for Jan. 12. The follow-
ing week, labor and childbirth
will be the topic of discussion
Films will be shown at this
meeting.

Mrs. Janice Mendoza, public
health nurse, is the instructor. |
She stated that other classes
planned in the series include
those on easier methods of
formula preparation and the
newest baby bath techniques.

These classes are a tax sup-
ported service of the County
Health Department and there
are no additional costs or fees
For additional information call
the Torrance Health Center,
FA 83310,

Cub Pack 755-C

Members of Cub Pack 755€
held their monthly skating
party last Saturday at the Tor-
rance Roller Drome with 47
boys and girls and 13 adults
participating. Races and other |
games filled the afternoon, and |
19 prizes were awarded during |
the various events.

The pack has scheduled its
skating party for the first Sat-
urdzy of every month, accord-
ing to Cubmaster Henry Graab,
The group is sponsored by the
223rd St. School PTA.

billion units

Contributing to prospects for
further gains, the company
executive said, are the increas
ing number of women smokers
and the fact that the age group
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There's a Speedee near you . . .
TORRANCE: 3961 W, 174th St. (Artesia)
SOUTH GATE: 9701 State St.
MONTEBELLO: 209 E. Beverly Bivd.
LONG BEACH: 5115 E. Willow St,

747 W. Willow St.
COMPTON: 4520 Alondra Ave.
DOWNEY: 12142 Downey Blvd,

save Speedee’s
green register tapes for
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I've built 1000 homes, all kinds--
. .
for my own, I built Medallion
AL SOLOMON, PRESIDENT, ALCO-PACIFIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY,
“When we built our own like to move up to Medallion standards of living. That's
home, my wife insisted on why my new Sol Vista, Luxury Series, Homes in Wesimin- -
an all-electric kitchen, Need- ster will bear the Medallion Award:'
less to say, I agreed with her,
We W""ym :ml -ol many Only one new home In five qualifies
others have found: electric for the Medallion—an award which assures you?
cooking iscleanerand cooler. 1 All.electric kitchen, equipped with major electric appli«
“In our large home, we ances, including flameless range and oven.
have use for many olecl;ical 2.1 p wiring for modern electric living.
;::‘,'.":‘,‘,':h:",':":,',';:‘ ¥ 3. Light for Living—abundant light designed for comfort, -
cause we had ample House-  %2fety and beauty,
power in the first place, ‘The Gold Medallion Award includes all these Medallion
% wiring is never a problem, features and more, For total electric living, the Gold
“For my money, a home should be built to Medallion Medallion adds: ;
requirements. And 1 believe most home buyers today would 4. Flameless electrie space and water heating.
- e -
i ca - d———
Sol Vista model home, Luxury Series, in Westminster
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMPANY
.
.



