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Ranid Raise in Narcotic Traffic 
In State Should Spur Lawmakers

By VINCENT THOMAS jeers have complained strong 
Assemblyman, 68th District | ly that several State Supreme 
The "clouds of confusion" ; Court decisions interfere with 

about narcotics control legis- adequat« execution of anti-nar- 
lation are likely to be blown j colics laws because they sever- 
vigorously around again at our j ly restrict the use of uniden- 
eommg session. The "half- tifled informers, and make 
truths, semi-fails, rumors, and I more difficult the use of search 
fantasies" which a joint legis-: warrants. Others support these 
lative committee found to sur-. decisions as necessary to pro- 
round suppression of the illicit jtect citizens against unlawful 
traffic may be dispelled by ac- searches of seizures, or being 
tion on suggestions for improv- "framed" into conviction by 
ed and stronger laws which enemies, 
will be put before us. | Recently, another exhaustive 

For the past 10 years, the study of the various narcotics 
narcotics evil has grown like problems has been made, and 
a weed in California, until now the many specific recommen- 
our state has the greatest pro-j dations based on its results 
blem in the nation. Legislative j will undoubtedly be introduced 

as bills at our forthcoming ses­ 
sion. Others, too, haw produc­ 
ed proposals for basic changes 
in the laws, so we will have 
a variety of alternatives to con-

committee after committee has 
commented on rapid rate of in­ 
crease. In 1955. total state 
felony arrests for narcotics vio- 

1959.lations were 7.313; 
12.155. During the first six sider. 
months of 1MO. they reached, ... 
6.957, as compared to 5.666 in ] THE STUDY pins responsi- 
the same months of the pre- bility for cutting off the sour- 
ceding year. ces of narcotics squarely on 

... the federal government. It 
L OF THESE committee citps the ""disputed fact that 

1s emphasized the danger J°°, P*1^??. from "*!?

tinues to be the principal cause 
of youthful vice, it frequently 
leads to addiction to more dan­ 
gerous drugs, and the percent­ 
age of youth authority wards 
using them shows a significant 
rise

Penalties under our Califor­ 
nia laws for narcotics viola-

counts the supposed impor­ 
tance of "crime syndicaleV in 
the narcotics traffic, pointing 
out that any car-owner can ob­ 
tain a plentiful supply south 
of the border, and detection is

non-addict seller. The report 
states bluntly.

"WHEN THE addict peddlerfor repeated violations, our 
legislative investigations by 
both Senate and Assembly is removed from the streets

prior convictions are disre­ 
garded, so the criminals get 
the lighter sentences of first 
offenden.

OU» LAW enforcement offl-
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A minimum prison sentence 
of 10 years with no parole Is 
recommended for any tdult 
convicted of selling narcotics 
to a minor. Generally, elimina­ 
tion of paroles before the legal 
minimum sentence is served is 
also proposed. Some relax­ 
ation of Uw covering searches 
and Informers la also suggest­ 
ed, but legalization of wire tap­ 
ping even In narcotics cases 
is opposed.
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