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“When lawyers gather, can

not be in any handbook of fam-
{iliar quotations, but it seems
|a  particularly
| question just now.
It was no coincidence that
[ brought the Senate Fact Find-
ing Committee on Judiciary
and the Assembly Committees
{on Judiciary - Civil and on Cri-
{minal Procedure into session
at the same time the Calif-
{ornia State Bar held its annual
| convention. As a matter of fact,
these meetings saved time, ef-
ifort and money for all par-
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‘Senate Committce, Bar Groun Studies Accident Legislation

ties = concerned, Free Inter-
change of information and
opinion will do much to speed
up our work at the 1061 ses-
sion.

.

MANY IMPORTANT legal
problems, some under consid-
eration by State Bar commit-
[tes for months, were brought
| up for action by the assembled
| lawyers. Final decision on sev-
eral was postponed to permit
| further study, but some reso:
|lutions were adopted which
|serve as recommendations for
action by our legislative com-
| mittees,
The

contrversial problem
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of how best to deal with auto.
mobile accident cases again
came up for extensive review,
You may recall that some
weeks ago I discussed in (his
column the proposal to esta.
blish an automobile accident
commission, similar to the
state industrlal accident com.
mission, to take over from the
courts all disputes over motor-
ing accidents,

The Senate Judiciary group
has had this suggestion under
investigation for some time,
and has been working closely
with its advisory committee,
on which the State Bar is re-
presented,

R ]

A SEPARATE committee of
the Bar has also been study-
ing the recommendation, In
its report to the convention
this group flatly opposed the
suggested new commission, It
was stated that the doctrine
of “liability without fault”,
under which all victims of traf-
fic accidents would receive
some conmpensation, is not in
the public interest, because its
adoption would place a “pre-
mium on reckless conduct.”
Action on this report was
delayed, however, pending fur-
ther depate by the Bar Asso,
ciation as well as further studf
by the Senate Committee's ad-
visory group.
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IT IS ALSO noteworthy that,
as expected, the Bar Assn.
study group sharply divided
over the perennial question as
to whether the rule of “com-
parative negligence” should
be substituted for the present
one of ‘“contributory negli-
gence”.

To explain, under the pre-
sent rule, if it is decided that
you contributed in any way to
an accident, you are entitled
to no damages, Under the com-
parative rule, if it were de-
cided you were 80 per cent re-
sponsible for an accident, you
would be assessed 30 per cent
of the cost, and the other party
70 per cent.
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ANOTHER complex field in
which the State Bar adopted a
recommendation relates to
searches and seizures by law
enforcement officials, Our
state Constitution protects citi-
zens against unreasonable
searches and: seizures, and no
warrant can be issued except

oath. Both The United State.
Supreme Court and our Cali-
fornia Supreme Court have
clearly upheld this protection.
However, enforcement offi-
cers complain about the diffi-
culties its strict application
causes them in arresting and
convicting criminals, so sug-
gestions have been made that
the law be relaxed. The State
Bar takes the opposite position,
though, and approved tighten-
ing, rather than relaxing the
restrictions on searches and
sejzures by police.

Many other suggestions for
amendment. of existing laws re-
lating to legal procedures, or
for drafting new ones, were
submitted to our legislative
committees on judicial matters.
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THE TRUTH
IN THIS

GREAT BOOK
CAN HEAL YOU

Yes, you can be healed—no
matter how serious the condi-
tion or how long it has con-
tinued—ifyouwill prayerfully
seek the truth contained in
this great book, Science and
Health with Key to the Scrip-
tures by Mary Baker Eddy.

You may read or borrow
Science and Health free of
charge at any Christian Sci-
ence Reading Room, The
book can be purchased in red,
green, or blue binding at $8
and will be sent postpaid on

receipt of check or money
order,
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