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A major step in the ncliva- 
lion of the Master Plan for 
Higher Kducalion was the re 
cent apoinlment by the Gov­ 
ernor of (he first Board of 
Trustees of pthe Slate College 
System of California.

This was in accordance with 
revisions of the Donahoe High­ 
er Education Act. which was 
nacted by the 1960 session of 
he .Legislature last April.

THIS ACT defines the varl- 
iiis segments of public higher 
ducation in California and pre­ 

scribes the primary functions 
and responsibilities of each.

Recreational aspects of the 
itatewide water plan continue 
to provoke great discussion 
ampng sportsmen and all kinds 
ef recreation lovers. Fisher­ 
men, boatimen, hunters, those 
Just interested In relaxation 
from workaday cares, all are 
acutely aware of their stake 
in actual construction of the 
various projects in the plan. 
They, and their many organi­ 
sations can be forthrightly 
vocal on behalf of their par­ 
ticular viewpoints.

This wai demonstraeted very 
well at a recent hearing of 
the Assembly fish and game 
committee. Called primarily to 
consider a proposal to make
 n annual appropriation of
 idelands oil royalties to pro- 

Ait and expand fishing, wild- 
Tite and other recreational fa­ 
cilities in all water plan proj­ 
ects, the meeting developed 
Into a wide-scale critical re­ 
view of the relationship be­ 
tween the plan and all kinds 
of recreation.

* * *
THE SUGGESTED bill would 

authorize appropriation of $3 
million annually of state oil and 
gas revenues to the California 
water commission to be used 
exclusively for the improve­ 
ment of fishing, wild-life and 
other recreation in connection 
with plan projects. The money 
would be used so that the costs 
of such improvements would 
not be borne by agricultural 
or domestic water users who 
do not use recreational facili­ 
ties. Spokesmen for all the
 ports, water use, labor and 
other groups gave vigorous 
iupport to the measure.

The discussion centered 
about the problems connected 
with the use of the Sacramen­ 
to-San Joaquin Delta, the 
"heart of the state water plan," 
about which I have written be­ 
fore. Representatives of the 
department of water plan pro­ 
posals for recreation in that 
area. They admitted that
 ince the Delta will be the hub

t th* itatewise system, the 
.struction of any water 
ictures there would create 

problems of various kinds, 
principally these involve rec­ 
reation, flood control, and
 eepage of undesirable water 
into Delta landl. It was also 
aaid that maintenance of good 
migratory fishing would be dif­ 
ficult with any extensive 
structures. It was argued, how­ 
ever, that better warm water 
fithing would probably result. 
The department was requested 
to have plana for the protec­

tion and preservation of fish 
ing, wild-life, and other recrea­ 
tion ready for review at the 
next meetelng of the commit 
tee.

SOME WITNESSES were so 
emphatic in their criticism of 
the deficiencies as to recrea­ 
tion in the water plan that it 
was necessary to remind them 
that the principal topic of the 
hearing was the appropriation 
proposal. The committee was 
informed that it is impossible 
to meature the value of.rec 
reation entirely in dollars and 
cents. The recreational advan 
tages of the Delta are just as 
important as other economic 
factors to the central valley 
it was said.

Another speaker said that II 
makes good sense to build 
recreational faecillties at the 
same time as water use struc 
tures .rather than to do the 
job later when higher land and 
construction costs might exist 
Another objected to the pro­ 
posed $1.75 billion bond issue 
because it eliminates or modi­ 
fies too much the recreational 
features of the Delta. Another 
said the mosts of recreational 
development should be charged 
against the project to deter­ 
mine costs to ultimate users 
of porject services. Boatsmen 
objected to any structures 
which would limit use of DeltB 
waterways, to new locks, and 
to any direct charges for use 
of waterways.

This meeting certainly 
pointed up many of the prob­ 
lems which will concern us al 
our 1961 session.
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Included in the Master Plan 
i.s the creation of a governing 
board for the state colleges, 
designated as the Trustees of 
the State College System of 
California.
The board is composed of 

four cx-officio members, these 
being the Governor, Lieuten­ 
ant Governor, Superintendent, 
of Public Instruction, and the 
chief executive officer of the 
State College system.

THERE ARE also 18 appoint­ 
ive members designated by the 
Governor, with the provision 
that the members of the State 
Board of Education shall serve 
among the first appointive

members.
The state colleges have pre­ 

viously been administered by 
the Board aivd the State De­ 
partment of Education.

The foregoing provisions of 
the Master Plan were enacted 
in statutory form rather than 
by constitutional amendment, 
but a further provision in the 
Plan fixes the term of the ap­ 
pointive trustees at eight years.

UNDER PRESENT provisions 
of the State Constitution, the 
Legislature is prohibited from 
fixing the term of any officer 
or commissioner at more than 
four years. 

For that reason, an amend-

i inent to the Constitution Is 
' necessary to activate the right-' 
jyear term envisaged in the 
'Master Plan, and this provision ! 

i.s contained in Proposition 
Four, which will appear on the 
ballot in the November 8lh 
General Election.

If enacted, it would apply 
only to members of (lie Board 
of Trustees of the Slate Col­ 
lege. System, and would not 
disturb the present constitu­ 
tional restriction in any other 
case.

A GREAT deal of attention 
was given to the length of the 
term of members of this board. 
In this case the present consti-

Demos Seek Volunteers
The Torrnnce Democrats to­ 

day announced that they are

tuliomil limitation of four years 
was felt to be too short, while 
the 16-year term of the regents 
of the University of California 
was thought to be loo lony. 
Our state college system has 
now reached a point of devel­ 
opment where'separate admin­ 
istration by an experienced 
body with some continuity in 
ils policies is clearly desirable, 
and there has been pretty 
general agreement t h a t the 
eight-year term provided in 
Proposition Four is the most 
practical answer.

] seeking volunteers to help with 
the work at the newly opened 
Democratic Headquarters, 1007 
Cnbrillo Ave., according to 
Jcanettci West.

The headquarters building 
serves the Torrance group .is 
an office, and registration 
headquarters. A deputy regis­ 
trar is on duty from noon until 
9 p.m. to answer any questions 
which persons may have. In ad­ 
dition, campaign materials ara 
available.

Persons interested in work­ 
ing in (lie, office should call 
FA 0-1500 Questions to the 
deputy registrar should be di­ 
rected to her at FA 8-9704.
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