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THOUGHT FOR TODAY—In our free society, the right
to succeed carries with it the right to fail. If, through leg-

islative action of one kind of another, we remove the right °

to fail, we ultimately will also remove the right to succeed
beyond mediocrity. Men of vision and ambition do not
want that. They know their future is most secure in an
environment which guarantees freedom to choose, freedom
to experiment, freedom to become more efficient, freedom
to seek and develop new markets, freedom to dream, and
freedom to enjoy economic rewards if their dream is suc-
cessful—Dr, Earl L. Butz, Dean of Agriculture, Purdue
University.

Adult Education Study

Testimony before the Assembly Interim Committee on
Education last week brought out several facts about Cali-
fornia’s adult education program which should be given
more than passing thought by the state’s taxpayers.

E. Maxwell Benton, schoqls consultant for the Califor-
nia Taxpayers’ Assn., pointed out to the Assemblymen at
the Los Angeles hearing that $11 million dollars had been
apportioned for adult education by the state for the 1959-
60 fiscal year, and that according to a report by the State
Department of Education, only about 30 per cent of the en-
rollment in adult education classes during the preceding
year was in academic subjects and citizenship and English
for foreigners.

Benton did not ask for elimination of adult education,
but suggested to the committee members that school dis-
tricts be encouraged to charge tuition fees in he areas of
“self-improvement” and hobby courses.

“Taxpayers should not have to foot the bill for adults
who want to pursue hobbies via the classrooms,” Benton
testified.

Torrance is not a leader in the drive for an all-inclusive
adult education program,

Enrollment in the city’s adult education program has ris-
en about 215 per cent in the past 10 years—growing from
1252 in the 1948-49 school year to 3950 during the 1957-58
school year, but increased interest in academic classes is
found in the fact that during the same period, the number
of graduates has increased 454 per cent.

While all of this is a credit to the Torrance system, the
city's adult education program still carries many classes of
the type referred to by Mr. Benton in his testimony.

Included among these might be such classes as cake
decorating, ceramics, dressmaking, gardening, knitting,
lampshade making, woodshop, and others.

The HERALD subscribes to Mr, Benton's premise that
these classes should pay their own way and not be subsi-
dized by the state’s taxpayers.

Opinions of Others

“The state of Michigan, sixth wealthiest in the nation,
Is still—despite'a strange news blackout—in real financial
trouble.

“States as well as businesses are liable to failure and
bankruptcy; free spending and unbalanced budgets can
hardly lead elsewhere.

“This fact cannot be impressed too much on the mind
of the average voter who indirectly controls the affairs
and paths of state.”—Pittsfield (Me.) Advertiser.
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“Even though Uncle Sam and his associates, the con-
gress of the United States, impose severe barriers, the
American people are saving money and are practicing the
virtues of thrift.

“Thrift is a worthy practice. It should be more widely
practiced.”—Altoona (Pa.) Mirror.

Ohuh Photo Contest
Sing! And the ear
With joy surround,
Let the heart hear.

Resound! Resound!
~Jéan Marla LaGuardia

HERE'S SOME O’
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Used Car ‘Warranties’ Under

Probe of Assembly Committee

By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 46th District

Protecting the consumer so
far as it can be done by suit-
able law has always been one
of the prime responsibilities
of your Jlegislature.

In recent years the com-
plexity of the job has been
multiplied many times over
because of the flood of new
and revolutionary products
marketed by American rhanu-
facturers. Another basic
phase of the problem has
been created by the enormous
trade in used articles of all
kinds.
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A subcommittee of the As-
sembly interim committee on
finance and insurance has
just started an intensiye in-
vestigation of one aspect of
the matter, that having.to do
with so-called “warrapties”
on used cars. £

A warranty is a coptract
under which an outside'firm
assumes the liability of a
dealer for the replacement or
repair of any defective parts
within a specified period of
time, In effect, the warranty

Law in Action

-

firm, for a fee, agrees to give
the same parts guarantee that
a manufacturer usually gives
on a new article.
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Though this investigation
starts with used car warran-
ties, it may not be limited to
them. In our last session a bill
was introduced which would
have required anyone engag-
ing in the business of issuing
warranty contracts on all
kinds of mechanical or elec-
trical household appliances,
as well as on motor vehicles,
new and used, to obtain a
permit for such business from
the state insurance commis-
sioner. This bill is the basis
of the present study.

At its first hearing, the sub-
committee was informed by
a spokesman for the insur-
ance commissioner that the
mroblem of used car warran-
ties is a very serious one.
More than 180 complaints of
failure to carry out the con-
tract have been filed with the
commissioner’s office. It is
believed that thousands of
other car owners with justi-
fied complaints have failed to
file them.

Jury Challenges

The law takes care to see
that people get a fair trial.

For an impartial verdice,
each side can question ‘ve-
—for any sign of prejudice
should they become jurors,

Besides such challenges for
“cause,” eech side may make
a number of “peremptory”
challenges to dismiss a pros-
pective juror without having
to give a reason.
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In the past either side in a
civil lawsuit or a criminal
case could ask for a new
judge, but only if it could
show that the judge was in
fact prejudiced — sometimes
a hard thing to do, and al-
ways an embarrassing one,

But California lawmakers
recently went one step fur-
ther: In civil ag well ag erim-
inal cases, a lawyer on either
side can ask for another
judge without having to prove
the first judge’s bias, The
lawyer has only one such
challenge in any one case. In
it he swears that he has rea-
son to believe that the judge
is prejudiced against a party,
a lawyer, or against an inter-
est at stake, He says that he
doubts that his side will get a
fair hearing.

“lh %

The lawyer need not go
into details; but since each
side has only one such “chal-
lenge” he should use his with
care,

No lawyer may use his
challenge to put off a trial,

nor can he use it after the
trial gets under way — after
the choosing of jurors begins,
or the lawyer’s opening state-
ments, or the swearing in of
the first witness, or the hear-
ing of any evidence.
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The immense power of
judges' in our courts comes
from the high regard the peo-
ple have for their work, The
new law ought to enhance
their position, for a party's
right to ask for a new judge
should remove any trace of a
claim of bias against a judge,
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“The trouble with the aver-
age budget is that it is hard
to fill up one hole without
digging another."—Dan Ben-
nett,

—s

“It's getting harder and
harder to support the govern-
ment in the style to which it
is accustomed,” - Australian
Manufacturer,

“One of our present trou-
bles seems to be that too
many adults, and not enough
children, believe in Santa
Claus,” — New Orleans Blue
Book.

The subcommittee was told
that out of 21 companies
which sold used car warran-
ties two years ago, only three
are still in business. The lar-
gest firm, organized outside
of California, has closed all
of its local offices, leaving
claims known to total more
than $50,000 still unsettled.

It was stated that the prin-
cipal reason for failure to live
up to the contracts was the
fact that in many cases no
reserves were set up to pay
for claims as they arose. In
come' of the warranty eom-
panies was used for current
expenses, or drawn as profits,
leaving nothing to protect in.
nocent warranty holders. Un-
der existing property law it
is questionable whether such
companies are subject to su-
pervision by any state agency.
The insurance commissioner
secured an opinion from the
attorney-general to the effect
that he has authority over the
field, but a court suit is now
holding up any enforcement.
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The committee was advised
by the commissioner's office
that legislation is probably
necessary to settle 'the issue
of state supervision finally.
However, it is believed that
the desired end can be ach-
ieved by adding used car war-
ranties to the list of kinds of
insurance defined in the in-
surance code. This would
make them subject to all ap-
plicable rules and regulations
of the insurance commission-
er.

Representatives of various
warranty companies present
at the hearing appeared gen-
erally, though not unanimous-
1y, in favor of state supervis-
ion, One spokesman said
frankly that he wanted if
soon, so that garages could

Chapel to Urge Revision
Of State’s Constitution

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL
46th Assembly District

A constitution is the funda-
mental, organic law or prin-
ciples of government of a na-
tion, state, society, or other
organized body of people, em-
bodied in written documents,
or implied in the institutions
and customs of the country
or society. The British con-
stitution, for example, is of
the type called ‘customary”
or ‘“unwritten,” and can be
modified by an ordinary act
of the British Parliament.
The Constitution of the
United Stateg and the Consti-
tution of the State of Califor-
nia are of the type called
“rigid constitutions,” and can-
not be modified in their ex-
press terms, except through
processes set forth in these
constifutions.

Experts on political science
agree that a good constitution
is a body of fundamental, or-
ganic law which sets forth the
basic principles of govern-
ment, protects the rights of
the citizens, defines the pow-
ers of government, and estab-
lishes a framework of govern-
ment organization.
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A good constitution is sup-
plemented with a body .of
statutory law, enacted by the
lawmakers' to deal with poli-
cies and problems as they
arise. Thus, the Congress of
the United States enacts fed-
eral statutes and the Legisla-
ture of the State of California
passes laws, all of which are
subject to change as condi-
tions change. These are in

{iharp contrast to a constitu-

on which should be compar-
atively permanent and not be

stitution needs major revision
because it is not merely a
body of fundamental, organ-
ic law, but instead is a hodge-
podge, bulky, complex set of
detailed provisions, many of
which are” obsolete, repeti-
tious, trivial, and inconsis-
tent. Instead of being a con-
stitution in the sense defin-
ed above, it is a collection of
laws which should be subject
to modification by the Mem-
bers of the California State
Legislature as times and con-
ditions dictate. ;

The California State Con-
stitution is not good because
it does not provide the Legis-
lature or “State officials with
enough authority to carry out
our responsibilities to set
policy and enact laws in the
ifiterest of the public to meet
current needs.

California is a dynamic,
growing state, trying to exist
under a constitution whose
length, rigidity and petty de-
tails hamstring the Legisla-
ture. Most of the provisions of
our Constitution are about
eighty years old. In a mis-
guided effort to overcome the
handicaps of the California
Constitution, the voters have
amended it hundreds of times
at the polls, but these patch-
work changes have only ad-
ded to the confusion. y

At the March, 1960 Budget
Session of ‘the California
State Legislature I shall intro-
duce and support a budget
item providing funds for a
Constitutional C o n vention.
This commission should be
composed of about sixty peo-
ple, one-half of whom are Re-
publicans and one-half Demo-
crats, Furthermore, it should

changed pt for r of

extreme urgency and lasting

benefit to the people. %
*
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The California State Con-

ist of one-half women
and one-half men, ‘all  of
whom are willing to work
without salary to prepare for
a Constitutional Convention.

A Constitutional Conven- ‘

tion in California is made up
of persons elected by the peo-
ple for the sole purpose of
revising the California State
Constitution. It conducts pub-
lic hearings, examines pro-
posed changes, considers the
effect of changes on the State
Government, and finally sub-
mits a.recommended draft of
2 new California State Con-
stitution to the people at the
polls for acceptance or rejec-
tion.

The facts stated above are
based upon the reccommenda-
tions of the League of Wom-
en Voters of California and
my own research. Although
the League of Women Voters
of California is a volunteer
organization of about 10,000
women, it cannot single-hand-
edly do all the work, hence,
I am appealing to the readers
of this column to do three
things:

First, write to me at Post:
Office Box 777, Inglewood 5,
and tell me if you agree that
we should provide funds in
the March, 1960, State Budget
for the creation of a commis-
sion to do the preliminary
work. Tell me if you think it
should be bi-partisan and half
men and half women. .

Second, write a letter ad-
dressed to Edmund G. Brown,
Governor of California, State
Capitol, Sacramento 14, Calif.,
telling him that you favor the
revision of the State Copstitu-
tion by means of a Constitu-
tional Convention preceded
by a commission which will
do the preliminary work.

Third, bring this subject
before your own organization,
and try to get support for
this worthy project, so that
the whole burden will not fall
on the League of Women
Voters of California.

Supervisors Accept New

Ofticial approval and aecep-
tance by the Board of Super-
visors of the second unit in
a series of major, permanent
improvements to Dominguex
channel, designed to provide
increased flood protection for
Gardena, Torrance, Lawn-
dale, Hawthorne and adjacent
communities, was announced
this week by Supervisor Ken-
neth Hahn.

This project included “day-
lighting” or lowering the bad
of the channel and the con-
struction of concrete sides
and bottom, reinforced with
steel, from Denker Ave. to
Gramercy Place,

New bridges were built, to
master plan standards, across
the channel at Western Ave.,
Artesia Blvd,, and Gramercy.
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SUPERVISOR Hahn point-
ed out that the improvements
increases the channel's ca-
pacity to carry off storm
waters and the new bridges
will eliminate one of the
area's most serious problems
in the past.

He explained that narrow
culverts under Western, Ar-
tesia, and Gramercy, formerly
caught debris and trash car-
ried by storm waters, dam-

unable to handle the storm
waters.

‘A¢ that timge, Supervisor
Hahn inspected the channel
in the company of H. E. Hed-
ger, then chief engineer of
the County Flood Control Dis-
trict,

Supervisor Hahn urged him
to expedite the preparation
of plans so that the people
of the area could be spared’
the imminent threat of being
flooded out with every major
rain,

Hedger agreed, and the fol-

Flood Control Section

bridges across the channel at
Arlington and Cherry Aves.,
and Crenshaw and Redondo
Beach Blvds,, plans are being
prepared for the fourth unit,
which will complete the im-
provement of the channel
from Redondo Beach Blvd. to
Compton Blvd,

Supervisor Hahn pointed
out that the channel improve-
ment is also imperative be-
cause Dominguez serves as
the outlet for many of the
1952 and 1958 bond issue
storm drains. .

lowing year contract was
awarded for the first unit of
the long-range project, which
re-aligned and improved the
channel between Vermont
Ave. and Denker.

Work on the second unit,
now completed, was started
in August, 1958 and contract
for the third unit, which ex-
tends the improvements up-
stream to Redondo Beach
Blvd., was awarded last July.
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, AS CONSTRUCTION on °
this latter project continues,
with work now being econcen-
trated on completing the

My Reighbors
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“Now think, Hartwig, is this
the ask for a raise?”
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