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Two More Victims
injury to two school children this week who were 

crossing Torrancc Blvd. at Fern Ave under the supposed 
protection of a "one-eyed" traffic signal points up once 
more the danger presented to motorists and pedestrians 
using Torrancc streets where the outmoded signals arc 
in operation.

In very few places in Southern California does a mo­ 
torist encounter any of the old-fashioned, horsc-and-buggy 
signals such as those the city keeps adding to its busy 
thoroughfares. (One councilman says there arc some in 
Redlands in San Bernardino County.)

Fortunately, neither of the young students was killed 
or critically injured.

With a majority of the city council off on a tax-paid 
trip to Denver this week, perhaps they can come back with 
a solution to the city's passe traffic control system.

Oil Field Clean-Up
Activity in the city's oil fields during recent weeks 

rivals that of the boom days, old timers in the city tell us.
This time, however, fields are not overrun with roust­ 

abouts and drilling crews, but have been invaded by cranes, 
bulldozers, and clean-up crews.

The results are pleasant to observe. Open oil sumps 
are disappearing, derricks are coming down, fences are go­ 
ing around the remaining operations .'. . in general, one of 
the city's sorriest messes is being eliminated.

Not all of the well owners and operators, of course, 
have taken the city's new oil field ordinance seriously, but 
they can expect to explain it all to the judge shortly.

Deadline for eliminating the wooden derricks has been 
set for next Jan. 1.

The long overdue clean-up will add immeasurable 
value to a huge section of the city and those who are coop­ 
erating sincerely in the gigantic task des'erve the public's 
commendation.

By California Association of Nurserymen

1. Double check long canes on clinging vest's to 
make sure they are secured. Winter rains and winds 
might loosen them if you don't.

2. Add seasonal color to bare spots in the garden 
with pots of blooming chrysanthemums. Buy an extra 
pot or two for color inside, too.

3. Dahlias may be lifted as tops dry off. Hose off 
mud or dirt, dry the tubers in the sun and store them 
in a cool, dry place. YQU can divide them next spring 
before replanting.

4. Plant a cover of annuals such as Alyssum, 
Violas as Pansies over your beds of spring bulbs. They 
bloom with the bulbs, then keep blooming to hide the 
bulb foliage as it ripens.

5. If you like puttering in the potting shed during 
winter, set aside a container or two of dry soil when 
you get the chance.
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Library Scored

Editor, Torrance Herald
One of the most amusing 

articles I have ever read was 
the one published in your 
paper of Nov. 12th, which 
dealt with the libraries of 
Torrance.

After providing a brief his­ 
torical background, the ar­ 
ticle goes on to say that there 
are approximately 14,000 ac­ 
tive book-borrowers, with a 
total of 40,000 books spread 
out over four libraries. The 
concluding gem of'the article 
states that, "one outstanding 
fact is that the libraries in 
Torrance are abreast of the 
times and out in front with 
leading enterprises of the 
AL-AMERICAN City Tor­ 
rance."

I was born and raised* in a 
small town with a population 
of 11,500 in the state of Mon­ 
tana. The library there would 
put to shame anything I have 
seen in the way of libraries 
in Torrance. I later moved'to 
a town approximately half 
that size and found a library, 
while not as large, yet was 
adequate to take care of the 
needs of high school students 
and some minor research for 
college students.

ft ft -ft
"While I have no exact 

figures, I would hazard the 
guess that it had in the neigh­ 
borhood of 15,000 to 18,000 
volumes with a complete se­ 
lection of all the belter peri­ 
odicals and newspapers, this 
for a town of 6,000 back in 
the early 1930's.

•/••• t> ft
Yet they claim to have 

slightly better than one book 
per capita whereas Torrance 
has a mere two-fifths. A 
check made of figures releas­ 
ed by the American Library 
Association of cities of 500,- 
000 or more for the year 
1944-45, out of 17 cities list­ 
ed, seven had slightly less 
than one book per capita. The 
lowest was New Orleans with 
one-half book per capita 
which is apparently quite sub­ 
standard. In three other cties, 
Boston, Cleveland and Cin­ 
cinnati books per capita ran 
comfortably over two-lo-one. 

So where docs that leave 
Torrance particularly as an 
ALL-AMERICAN City? This 
criticism is not leveled at the 
employees of our libraries 
who are doing an excellent 
job with what they huve to 
work with. The responsibility 
lies squarely at the doors of 
the city fathers who apparent­ 
ly regard u good library as 
unessential. If small isolated 
communities can provide li­ 
braries of two to three books 
per capita, the city of Tor­ 
rance should be able to pro­ 
vide it least one.

UANA B. HOUSTON

Blindmon's Bluff
Editor, Torriincu llt-ruld

llow much lunger can the 
citizens of the "All American 
City" put up with the near 
tragic type accidents that are 
continually being caused by 
our famous "Chinese Hanging 
Lantern" type of traffic sig­ 
nals. 

It was with shame thai I

By Our Readers

heard of, t-h e courageous, 
quick actions of Crossing 
Guard Ruth Ballard in pro­ 
tecting two small children 
struck by a truck at Torranft 
Blvd. and Fern Ave. this 
week.

I have noted many persons 
driving autos with attached 
outside sun visors approach­ 
ing intersections at the legal 
speed and then upon losing 
vision of the signal, they ac­ 
celerate as they enter the in­ 
tersection, hoping to beat any 
change of signal.

As a driver who keeps his 
scat adjusted high, I find that 
I lose vision of this type of 
signal 12 to 15 feel before 
drivers with their sfiats ad- 

La W in Action ,^M

justed low or far back.
It appears that the only 

drivers who have a fair 
chance of survival in this 
adult game of blindman's 
bluff are the drivers of con­ 
vertibles and the driver who 
has a small child lying on the 
floorboard calling out the 
"red light - green light" sig­ 
nals for him.

I have noted that the offi­ 
cial reason given for the con­ 
tinued use of this type of 
traffic signal Is monetary, 
but I wonder how it is that 
all our neighboring cities can 
overcome this obsatcle.

FRANK H. FROHNHOEFER 
1116 Hickory Ave.

Unlawful Detainer
In an "unlawful detainer" 

action a'landlord seeks to get 
back property he has rented 
out. It is well just to try to 
persuade a tenant to move 
out, but some won't go with­ 
out a court order.

The landlord may try an 
unlawful detainer action to 
get back his place and collect 
his rent. For, as a rule, the 
law dpes not allow the land­ 
lord himself forcibly to put 
a tenant out.

Such a suit starts when the 
tenant has broken the terms 
of his contract, for example, 
when he fails to pay his rent 
or stays on after his lease 
runs out.

How docs the landlord bring 
such an action? First he noti­ 
fies the tenant to leave. If he 
does not, the landlord next 
files a complaint in court and 
serves the papers. The tenant 
then has three days to replay.

How does the tenant de­ 
fend such a suit, for he may 
have been in the right?

By showing that he did not 
break the terms of the lease. 
He may claim, for example, 
the landlord renewed the 
lease or waived the rent. 

ft ft ft
If the landlord wins he may 

get damages for his loss of 
possession perhaps even 
treble damages and rent for 
the period after the notice to 
leave, plus court costs.

Suppose the tenant stays 
on after he loses? The land­ 
lord may have the sheriff 
carry out the court order. 
The landlord must put up 
fees for movign the tenant 
out. The sheriff removes and 
stores property which he may 
hold to secure the landlords 
judgment.

Note: California lawyers offer this 
column »o you limy know about

RIVETS By George Sixta

(T/iis (s t/ic eleventh of a 
series of 12 articles b;/ the 
author of America's most 
popular human relations col­ 
umn.)

MOSCOW It's very late and 
I'm exhausted. But I nulst keep 
my eyes open long enough to 
get this story on paper tonight 
 while the details are fresh 
in my mind. I'm happy a com­ 
panion shared the experience 
with me because this story 
needs a witness.

Before I left America all the 
"right" sources told me   
"You'll NEVER get into a Rus­ 
sian home. The people have 
orders not to get chummy with 
Americans. They'll be friendly 
and polite, but they'll never 
ask you in."

Tonight I was virtually pul­ 
led into a Russian home. And 
the people were strangers. It 
was one of the most , heart­ 
warming experiences of my 
life. This is how it happened: 

» * »
DR. THOMAS Nicholas of 

Buffalo, Wyo., and I, over a 
bowl of borscht, were compar­ 
ing notes on a recent tour of a 
medical, clinic.

About 9 o'clock, Dr. Nicholas 
and I decided, on an impulse, 
to test the theory that Russians 
may appear to be friendly, but 
are leary of Americans.

"How do we do this?" he 
asked.

"By going to an apartment 
building, knocking on a door, 
and saying 'Z-dros-voy-tyeh   
Americansky nyet ponyeh- 
meyh horrashaw Paroosky ' 
Then wait for a reaction."   

* * *
WE AGREED that approach 

might get us in trouble with 
the police and that it could re­ 
sult in having several doors 
slammed in our faces. After 
all, if a couple of Russians ap­ 
peared at YOUR front door 
one evening and announced, 
"Good evening. We are Rus­ 
sians and we don't speak good 
English" . . . what would YOU 
do?

The doctor is a personable 
man about 38, touring Russia 
with a Wyoming and Montana 
group. He has a wife and four 
children ba,ck in Buffalo as 
well .'as" two medical partners 
who are running the clinic in 
his absence. Dr. Nicholas knew 
me long before I knew him. 
He reads Ann Lenders in the 
Casper (Wyo.) Morning Star.

WE REALIZED it was an
impulsive experiment, but it 
was a once-in-a-lifetime oppor­ 
tunity to learn firsthand how 
the average Russian family 
would react to an unannounced 
visit from a pair of Americans.

The doctor had noticed a 
row of aoartment houses about 
a .block from the hotel. That 
was our objective. As we walk­ 
ed toward the building, the 
second floor was well lighted 
so we decided to try there. Mv 
heart pounded as we climbed 
to the second floor of the 
eight-story brick building.

We chose apartment No. 39.
The doctor rapped on the 

door.

AN AGREEABLE - looking 
woman of about 35 appeared. 
She had a frizzjed permanent 
wave, and displayed two shim­ 
mering stainless steel teeth as 
she smiled her greeting. It was 
almost as if she were expecting 
us.

I blurted out the phrase, 
"z-dros-voy-tyeh   American- 
sky nyet ponyeh-myeh horra­ 
shaw Paroosky" (Good eve­ 
ning. We are Americans who 
cannot speak good Russian. 1)

At that moment a man we 
assumed to bo her husband an- 
ncared. He was square-iawed, 
husky and had a wealth of 
Mack curly b"''1 . H° flnnp I 1 '" 
door open wider, burst into 
smiles and shouted "American- 
sky   droog-vy-deetsyeh', pa- 
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jaloosta." (Americans arc 
friends. Coma in, plcnsc.)

TIIK WOMAN extended her 
hand to the doctor. Her hus­ 
band reached for mine. To­ 
gether we four stood in the 
doorway   shaking hands in 
friendship. It was as if we were 
old friends who hud come to 
visit. In the handshake I felt 
a heart. It was a wu'tn. honest 
clasp that said "We like you. 
Welcome to our home."

Arm in arm we walked into 
the dining room, to meet the 
others. "Amcricansky," they 
shouted. "Get the vodka. Be 
our guests!"

We had interrupted their 
supper. Three nv.-n, four wom­ 
en, and <\ tcpn-agc girl were 
seated around a square table. 
The housewife brought two ad­ 
ditional plates, silverware, 
cloth napkins (although they 
were using paper ones) and 
two wine glasses. Her husband 
opened a bottle of vodka. The 
babushka (grandmother) left 
the table and returned with a 
newly opened can of sardines.

ONE OF THE younger wom­ 
en took the flowers from the 
window sill and placed them 
on the table. Both the doctor 
and I had just finished enor­ 
mous bowls of borscht, but I 
was determined to accept their 
offering even if I had to put 
those sardines in my ear.

When I managed to finish 
the sardines, the Russian wife 
saw my empty plate and in­ 
sisted I take a piece of salami. 
I pleaded with the doctor to 
help me. He came to my res­ 
cue. When the grandmother 
saw this she scolded "Nyet, 
nyet," and placed two larger 
pieces of salami on both his 
plate and mine.

I asked the men what kind 
of work they did. The husband 
was a courtroom recorder. The 
youngest of the group (his bro­ 
ther) was an accountant. The 
third man worked for the tele­ 
phone company.

* * *
ONE WOMAN was a typist, 

another a kindergarten teacher 
and the housewife was an in­ 
spector in a dress factory. The 
13-year-old girl was the daugh­ 
ter of the woman who had 
answered the door. She had 
come home early'from summer 
camp because she missed her 
family.

I looked around the apart­ 
ment. Although it was a new 
building there were cracks in 
the ceiling and plaster walls. It 
was neat and modestly furnish­ 
ed/ Cornflower blue wallpaper 
was everywhere. There were 
no rugs on the wooden floor. 
Linoleum with a red floral 
pattern covered the dining 
room and living-room floors. 
The furniture was the over- 
stuffed, shapeless, brocaded 
velvet that one sees in the Rus­ 
sian holfcl lobbies.

Two fancy floor lamps, com­ 
plete with long fringe shades,. 
lit the living room. There was 
a TV set in the corner.

I ASKED IF I could be ex­ 
cused for a moment. I wanted 
to see the "jenska cawnitax"   
(ladies' room) and also see how 
many other rooms were in the 
unit. The small "jenskya cawn- 
itaw" had a bathtub, toliet, and 
a wash basin. Several pairs of 
men's socks hung over the

lowel rack. The towels hung 
on hooks. It was evident sev­ 
eral persons were using this 
bathroom. /

There was only one other 
room   the kitchen. It was 
largo, with an ice box (not re­ 
frigerator), stove, food cabinet 
and an oilcloth-covered table, 
around which were "i-^u 
clfirs.

When I retumi'd to 11.' din­ 
ing room (hey asked if I had 
pictures of my family (the doc­ 
tor had shown his). I showed 
tlii'm a picture of my "mooj" 
(husband) and "adccn dautch" 
(one daughter). They asked if 
my (laughter was in the mov­ 
ies. I told them she is a stu­ 
dent.

THEY WANTED to know 
what my husband did for a liv­ 
ing. I told them he was presi­ 
dent of a factory that makes 
pens.

"Oh ... big money," they 
said.

"No, just big responsibility," 
I told them.

"His father owned the fac­ 
tory?"

"No. He started sweeping the 
floors in a store when he was 
16 years old."

"How did he get to be a 
boss?"

"Under capitalism anybody 
who has 'tah-lont' and is wil­ 
ling to work hard, can be a 
boss. There is no limits in 
America."

* * *
"HE HAS PEOPLE working 

under him?" they asked.
"Several hundred."
"They are happy?"
"They ought to be. They 

have good wages, profit-shar­ 
ing, insurance and vacations' 
with pay."

"Those people who work for 
your husband   do they have 
cars?"

"Most of the employes drive 
to work. The lot behind the 
plant is filled."

THEY ASKED what the doc­ 
tor did for a living. When I 
told them he was a doctor of 
medicine, they wanted to know 
if he was a heart specialist, 
and they seemed disappointed 
when he said, "nyet."

We visited for about 45 min­ 
utes, then decided it was time 
to say good night. AS we stood 
to say farewell, our friends 
filled their glasses with the 
special vodka they had opened 
for the Amcricansky who 
couldn't speak very good Rus­ 
sian.

A hush fell over the room as 
the husband, with tears in his 
eyes, solemnly said "Meer-i- 
droojbah" (peace and friend­ 
ship), and in broken English: 
"I would like to drink this 
toast to your great country. 
Take the message home to 
America that the Russians are 
your friends."

EVERYONE RAISED his
glass, including me, who has 
said nyet to spirits all of my 
life. Each glass was drained, 
including mine no small task 
for a teetotaler.

A doctor from Wyoming and 
a woman from Chicago had 
dropped in on a family of Rus­ 
sians   and they received us 
with open arms. We walked 
out into the night.

(Copyrlslit. 19G9, Field EnU'rprlses
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