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Stafe Studies Ways fo Reduce Adult School Frills, Exoenses

By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 68th District

A perennial poser which
haunts our legislative labors is
the adult education program.
Fiercely defended by its sup-
porters, it is subject to equally
violent attack by those who
claim most of it is a waste of
taxpayers’ money. We legila-
tors are strictly in the middle,
and must bear up under a bar-
rage of pro and con argu-
ments.

One important cause of our
troubles is that adult classes
are offered on four different
levels, high school, junior col-

lege; state college, and univer-
sity, This has resulted in dupli-
cation of subjects and classes,
with consequent competition
for students as well as state
and local funds. Recently a
subcommitee of the Assembly
interim committee on educa-
tion held a hearing to investi-
gate the possibility of elimin-
ating duplication, wiping out
frills, and reducing state aid.
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NOT TOO MANY of us are
aware of the vast proportions
of the adult education system.
I confess I was a bit startled
when told that more than

458,000 persons were enrolled
in adult classes at the high
schoo! and junior cpllege levels
alone at the last count, plus an
additional 60,000 to 70,000 at
state colleges and in university
extension, And these figures
include only those taking less
than ten hours of classes per
week.

State aid for adult education
in high schools and junior col-
leges has been budgeted at al-
most $11 million this year.
How many more millions are
involved at the colleges and
and university cannot be de-
temined easily, but the net

cost to taxpayers has been un-

officially estimated at at least

$2 million. These costs do not

include amounts spent {rom

local funds for adult classes.
L] » L]

ENROLLMENT IN adu't
classes is sky-rocketing almost
as rapidly as envollment of
youth In regular school class:
es. One district renorted an in
crease of almost 60 per cent in
seven years, an dmany others
report growth at least as great.

Leaders in adult education
who appeared before the sub-
committee expressed their fear
that any cut in state financial

assistance might threaten the
program, at least so far as uni-
fied, high school, and junior
college districts are concerned,
| They reported that many em:
ployed persons use the adult
education classes as a mean§
of further technical or profes:
sional training. Manyv of Cali
fornia’s up-to-date and progres.
sive industries, such gs elec-
tronics, chemicals, and guided
missiles depend upon adult
classes for continuous, off-the-
job instruction of their work-
ers to keep up with rapid ad-
vances in technology they con-
tend. Equally, employed indi-
viduals seeking to acquire pro-

fessional status use the pro-
gram to pick up needed
credits.
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THE MATTER of so-called

frills, such as courses in tap
I dancing, finger painting or the
like, was not touched upon at
| this preliminary meeting. How-
ever, one witness did state
that much adult class time was
devoted to crafts or other sub-
jects not connected with work-
ing for a certificate, diploma,
or degree.

Thep roblem of duplication,
or near duplication of courses
in the same field by institu-
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