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EDITORIAL

THOUGHT FOR TODAY — The people of America will
never buy socialism in one packagé. But they will buy TVA,
Social Security, compulsory health insurance, federal aid to

education,
Thomas, 1940.

and all the others,

oneat a time. — Norman

Lights on the Hill

Sharp criticism of the city council’'s approval

of a

lighting assessment district which included homes in the
Victoria Knolls area continued to be voiced this week by
residents who had sought unsuccessfully to block that part

of the district last week.

The district approved by the council included more
than 2000 lots extending from the Victoria Knollg, area

south of Pacific Coast Hwy.

North Torrance.

and Crenshaw

to areas of

Vigorously protesting the installation of lights were

residents of Calmhill,

Ridgland,

Matfield, and Highcliff

Drive who claimed the lights would not enhance the value
of their property, would detract from the “serene country

atmosphere of our area,” is a needless expense of
dollars, and would destroy the view of surrounding hills ,

and cities,

tax

Criticism of the council stems from the claim of resi-
dents that they were not given a fair hearing on their
protests when the city held a public hearing on July 14.

Petitions signed by 26 homeowners representing a
* bare majority of the 51 Victoria Knolls homes included in
the district, protested the district. Councilmen were told

signature.

that others also were opposed but had not been contacted

We agree with the residents’ claim that the hearing
osed abruptly without, an adequate study of
1s involved. The fact that the council has a long
o deal with after the hearing, which was cited by
r in foreclosing the matter, it is not a valid reason
uate public hearings.

CRALD does believe, however,
1 in a metropolitan area, and that adequate

the

that street lights

ll(.\ pfotection and traffic safety depend for a great part
on ample lighting of the city's streets.

The matter will come up again when assessment dis-
trict proposals are offered for other Victoria Knolls streets
and elsewhere throughout the city. We would like to sug-
gest that even if the council's agenda is lengthy, the people

be heard.

That's the way we do business in America,

Opinions of Others

Someone said the hardest job of all is that of finding
a soft job. He might have added, if you work hard enough
to find a soft job, you'll have developed a distaste for it.—

Hobart (Okla.) Star-Review.
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Our national debt may reach the moon before any
rocket does.—Stratton (Colo.) Press.

In Years Gone By

Peddlers on the streets of
Torrance were the targets of
a drive which got under way
here 35 years ago this week,
Signs reading “No peddlers
or canvassers allowed” were
printed by the HERALD after
the police department had re-
ceived scores of complaints
against the droves of canvass-
ers who had been bothering
householders throughout the
city. In the HERALD-of July
25, 1934, an invitation was
issued to residents to puck
up their sign free of charge
at the HERALD office. Police
officers promised to carry
through on complaints receiv-
ed by persons who continued
to be annoyed by peddlers
after posting the signs.

completions was made that
week by the Shell Co. when
five wells went into produc-
tion for an aggregate initial
yield of 1110 barrels, During
the samé period the Chanslor-
Canfield Midway 0il Co.
brought ‘in two new wells on
the Torrance lease.

0il was making big over-
tures towards being the city's
prime source of income 35

« years ago, judging by the fol-

lowing items which all ap-
peared in the July 25 issue of
the HERALD: Petroleum Se-
curities Co. was drilling nine
of its 12 line wells; CCMO's
Dominguez No., 2 was pump-
ing into a single sump-hole
with no accurate estimate on
point; and forty barrels a day

were being gleaned at  Do-
A new record in oil well minguez No. 1,
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RAMBLINGS by Ronnie

Saunders

I Almost

Somehow the word has got
out that I read—I mean really
got out. People who used to
barely give me a curt nod
when I drove by are phoning
with lists of books I must
immediately read; strangers
hint broadly when I walk
past the pocket-book rack in
the supermarket on my way
to a quarter of a pound of
cheese; and friends are drop-
ping over nightly with their
overdue library books, solici-
tously explaining that they
couldn’t possibly return them
until T had seen them.

After staying up half the
night trying to get through
the piles of books that have
overflowed the bookcases,
headboards, night-tables and
medicine chest, I spent the
hours before dawn today try-
ing to figure out what has
brought about this sudden
state of affalrs

1 fma]ly nano\\cd it down

At the 4878-foot level, a
wildcat well at Francis No, 1
still hadn't produced; while
three wells had struck pay-
dirt for the CCMO.

Biggest opportunity for
local drilling companies was
that in store for the Santa Fe,
which had installed 26 rigs on
Del Amo No. 100 and planned
to drill about 200 wells before
completing operations.

A well which had stood idle
for some time was cleaned
out that week by the Superior
Oil Co.’s No, 1 shed on Car-

son St., and despite the fact
that it had been plugged

back to the 3655 foot level it
was producing almost 75 per
cent mud, the company esti-
mated that it would pump
100 barrels a day into the
sump and should prove a fair-
ly good pumper after its was
through being cleaned out.

The first airmail letter
ever to be received in Tor-
rance was received here 35
yvears ago by Mr, and Mrs,
James T. Wise of 1753 An-
dreo Ave, It was a congratu-
latory message on their 40th

wedding anniversary from
friends in New York,
121 { W
Between two short items

headed SOON TO WED and
SILVER TEAS there was a
shortie that ohviously wasn't
intended as a society note,
hut certainly reflected life in
the pre-freeway era. Bearing
the headline WHY, CERTAIN-
LY, it went as follows: “A
street car had just started
when  two  women, rushing
from opposite sides of the
street to greet each other,
met right in the middle of the
track, There they stopped and
began to talk,

“I'he car stopped too, but
the women did not appear to
realize that it was there,

“Iinally the motorman
leaned over the front of the
car and inquired: ‘Pardon me,
ladies, but shall 1 get you a
couple of chaipg?™

Ate the Daisies

to two possible explanations,
After flatteringly consoling
myself that of course it was
merely an attempt by my
public (well, there are some
people that read me , .. my
friends? . . . well, my neigh-
bors? . . . all right, then—my
husband — yes, he does; I
won't make his breakfast un-
til he does) to gain favor in
my private opinion poll, the
second explanation presented
itself. Suddenly, like a ban-
daged toe, it has become all
too apparent that there are
areas in which I'm lacking.
The sudden kindnesses are
attempts by the assorted
friends, neighbors, ahd su-
permarket browsers to give
me a gentle shove in the di-
rection I should have been
heading in a long time ago.
* % w

Some of the titles T was
advised not to miss just in
the last few hours were: “The
Hidden Persuaders” (I'm still
trying to figure out the om-
biguous significance of that
suggestion); “The Status
Seekers” (same author as
“Hidden = Persuaders” — I'm
sure the librarian will have
some wild guess as to who—
Whom?—it might be); Your
Gifted Child (yes, today he
really came home gifted—he
brought me boysenberry ton-
ic he got from a medicine
man at Knott's Berry Farm
with his day camp group;
“One Little Boy” (but I've got
TWO already), “New Ways of
Discipline” (in self-defense I
must explain that those old
ways are MY old ways, and
it's those old familiar ways of
mine that give me my sense
of security) and “Anatomy of
Murder.” The sweet little
thing who suggested that
hook smiled as she presented
me with a copy of “The Ugly
American.” But I'm not sen-
sitive, and I'm sure there was
nothing personal about . . .
hmmn!

Well, anyway, I really
didn't mind too much when [
had to break open the boys'
piggy bank to pay other peo-
ple’s back library fines. And
[ didn’t mind too much get-
ting out of bed just as I'd
fallen asleep to answer the
phone when someone had a
good title to suggest. But
when my husband decided—
after one of those arguments
where the whole point of ar-
guing is the flowers or candy
that are bound to follow—to
make up by bringing me
hmm- “Plcuae Don't Eat. the
Daisies” I nearly did—eat the
daisies I mean,

. A N

There was only one way, [
decided, to put an end to this
mass movement to do a “Pyg-
malion” on me. My only de-
fense against the sudden
bombardment of culture
could be a symbolic gesture
(I had read through the psy-
chology volumes before mak-
ing this decision — that's
where 1 learned the words
“symbolie gesture.”) I decid.
ed to give away "Please Don't
Eat the Daisies” A dear
friend (that is one who never
suggested even a comic strip

for me to read) is having a
minor operation at a local
hospital this week end. Just
as soon as I finish typing this
I plan to stop off at the hos-
pital. I'm not even gomg to
see her—just leave the book
at the desk, with a note at-
tached as follows:

Dear Doris—

Really meant to leave a
dozen daisies alongs with this
book, just to see if you'd take
me literally — but knowing
you, you just might—so I
didn’t!

—RONNIE
hAd

b1

P.S. You really would look
sweet upon the seat of a bi-
cycle built for two.

P.P.S. Just in case things
get dull around the hospital
and you feel an urge to dash
off in one of the ambulances
for just a teensy little spin
down to the beach, I'm en-
closing a parking ticket. I've
arranged it with the parking
attendant—they'll permit one
ambulance in lieu of one au-
tomobile on operating days
only.

P.P.P.S. If you DO happen
to stop at the beach, please
look in the sand and see if
you can find a dozen daisies
I just can’t seem to locate
anywhere.

P.P.P.P.S. Doris—I'm get-
ting unnerved now. Ring
your buzzer like a doll and
ask the nurse to send the di-
etician in. Maybe SHE saw
my daisies.

P-infinity-S. Never mind. 1
just saw a rabbit hopping
over a bassinet in the mater-
nity ward \\llh my daisies
dangling out ‘of his teeth—
like a sort of Spanish Bugs
Bunny who could find a rose
to go with that last olay,

Love, Daisy—
I mean Ronnie

LAW IN ACTION

Clouded

A quiet title action in court
may remove a ‘“cloud” from
your property or determine
what interest, if any, anyone
may have in it,

The quiet title action which
decides  conflicting  claims
comes {o us from the English
law and is like the old “bill of
peace” which ended rows
over a land owner's right to
POSSess,

l‘]' \,‘\'

We direct our quiet title ac-
tion against some lien, claim,
or document which threatens
our interest, After a hearing,
a court decides whether to
remove the cloud and quiet
title,

But such actions get com-
plicated, too, A quiet title ac-
tion judgment can find that a
person now owns some land
by “adverse possession’” as
against the “frue owner,”

To get such a judzment one

THE SQUIRREL CAGE by Reid Bundy

On Training Fleas,

Man has done’ many mar-
velous things, Father Hugh
Percy told his parishioners
at St. Andrew's  Episcopal
Church on a recent Sunday.
“We've all heard of circus
acts which feature a trained
hippopottomus along with a
flea act.”

But, the rector pointed out,
for all of this man has not
been able to train his tongue.

“Ill-mannered Kids stick it
out, and ill-mannered adults
let it run away from their
brain,” he said.

He's got a point. If man
could only train his tongue as
he does the wild animals of
the \\mld

The HFRM D \\as soundly
criticized this week by a resi-

dent of the Victoria Knolls
area for a story which we
published last Thursday, It
was the story about street

lights on the hill, included in:

an assessment district after a
majority of the residents had
petitioned for them.

We were ont criticized for
what we said in the story—
in fact, it was agreed that
the story was an accurate re-
port on what had transpired
at the council meeting on the
subject.

What bloughl on the abuse
was what was not said,. We
didn't refer to the city coun-
cil as dictatorial, totalitarian,
and we did not say the street
lights were “jammed down
the people's throats” after
they petitioned for them,

FROM OUR MAILBOX by Our Readers

We were accused of hei'll
city

Tongues L

a mouthpiece for the
council—which is far, far
from true—and were like.
wise accused of flaunting the
freedom of the press by not
doctoring up the manner
which the resident apparently
would have llked

l"reedom of lhe pless is not
a license for irresponsibility.
And so long as my small
voice can be heard here, the
HERALD's reporters will con-
tinue to treat news matters
objectively and present all
pellment facts without opin-
jon or comment—unless so
labeled.

Our comments, if any, will
be published in the editorial
columns and identified as our
comments.

Flying Saucer Data Asked

Editor, Torrance Herald

We are advised that “un-
identified flying objects”
were seen over your area on
May 1, 1959.

Because of our deep scien-
tific interest in all aeria phe-
nomena and our desire to
solve the riddle of the so-
called ‘“unidentified flying
objects,” we would greatly
appreciate your assistance in
locating Witnesses to this
prenomena.

We are asking that all per-
sons witnessing aerial phe-
nomena over your area on
said date please send a report
and dlagram of their observa-
tion to our office. All names
will be held strictly confiden-
tial unless otherwise stated.

Reports should be sent to
Aerial Phenomena Research
Group, National Headquar-
ters, 5108 Findlay Street,
Seattle 18, Washington.

MARGARET RITCHIE
Associate Director |

Recipe Wanted
Editor, Torrance Herald

Will someone please send
in a recipe for French Apple

Pie?
T. F, MARTIN
Torrance

Editor's Note: Okay, you
gals. We have a request for a
French Apple pie recipe. 1f
you've got one that the fam-
ily thinks is great, just call
Edna Cloyd here at the Her-
ald and we'll take it from
there.)

Backs Freeway
Editor, Torrance Herald

This is a copy of a letter I
sent to the California State
Highway Commission Thurs-
day:

I am sure you are aware of
the urgency and need ‘for
completion of the Harbor
Freeway sirice published fig-
ures indicate that it now car-
ries more traffic than any
ather freeway or highway in
California,

At an earlier date when an
effort was made to secure
allocation of funds for the
Harbor Freeway section be-
tween 124th St. and 190th St.,
the cities, organizations, and
Chambers of Commerce south
of 190th St. joined me to ex-
pedite construction of that
portion, and I would now add
my support to the many or-
ganizations that are now urg-
ing allocation of money for

Property

must occupy the property ad-
verse to the “true owner” for
twenty years and pay the
taxes on it (for five years), or
be on the land for ten years
and pay the taxes during that
time, Sometimes even before
the “adverse possessor’
brings a quiet title action his
rights to the land might be
fixed in five years,

In settling conflicting
claims, the claimants try to
prove their interest as heirs,
lease holders, holders of
rights of way, creditors with
liens (like mortgages) and the
like,

One can use the quiet title
action also to get at other
problems: One land owner
tested a zoning restriction by
quiet title, claiming that an
illegal zone ‘“clouded” his
title by limiting his use,

NOTE: Californta lawyers offer
this column 80 You may know about
our lawe

completion of the Harbor
Freeway.

I would also urge that a
separate barrier be placed be-
tween opposing lanes of traf-
fic in that portign now under
construction (from 124th to
190th streets) so that it will
not be necessary to interfere
with traffic after the freeway
is open.

I feel very strongly that
this safety provision is need-
ed and that now would be the
time to install it.

KENNETH HAHN
Supervisor

Something Wrong

Editor, Torrance Herald:
There is definitely some-

thing wrong between the Los °

Angeles Board of Education
and the suburban towns' ed-
ucation systems.

Our sixteen-year-old son, a
sophemore at North Torrance
High School, failed the sec-
ond semester Spanish and
registered for Summer school
but was sent home because
there were not enough stu-
dents to make up a Spanish
Class.

Therefore, we called Gar-
dena High School, as we live
within walking distance of it,
and asked if they would ad-
mit a boy from North High.
They assured us they had the
class and would enroll him
providing North agreed to
recognize the credit, which
they agreed to accept, so the
boy was enrolled.

On the third day of Sum-
mer school he was sent home
because he was not in that

called on everyone in both
educational systems, but the
final decree was:

“It is unfortunate the boy
cannot attend Gardena High
Summer school and will have
to do the whole year over
again, but there is no one
who will take the authority
to grant him permission to

" go to that school, nor is there

anyone who can help him.”

It seems to us when a boy
wants to do something con-
structive a way should be
made to do so, or an excep-
tion granted; not force a boy
o go to high school an extra
year in order to get the col-
lege entrance credits he
needs.

An added insult to injury
came when the principal
said:

“If he lived out of state or
out of the United States, we
could take him, but we can-
not take a student from a
bordering district.”

We pay taxes in both school
districts but are denied the
advantages given to people
who live and pay taxes else-

“where.

JACK H CRANE

“It isn’t your posi
your disposition that makes
you happy or unhappy.”
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