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year makes an ideal vacation | €ned to the body, it should be
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cation of an antiseptic helps
| prevent secondary infection, In
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noise and bustle of cities md
the workaday routine, Such a|
trip provides, or should pro-
vide, a pleasant atniosphere in
which individuals may relax!
and, in a manner of speaking, '
recharge the human batteries.

Still, enjoyable as camping can |
be, it is not without certain
hazards.

Anyone who goes Into \\lld
areas, whether camping or
hunting, should definitely be
alert to the dangers of bubonic
plague. Plague caused the
death of a resident of Ventura
County just about two years
ago, and a Boy Scout from
Walnut Creek contracted the
disease within the past month
whilé on a camping trip in the
remote areas of Yosemite Na-
jonal Park. Although recover-
ing, he is still hospitalized.
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THE PLAGUE . INFESTED
flea that transmits this disease
is usually found on small ro-
dents, including porcupines,
gophers, rabbits, rats, mice and
squirrels, particularly the lat-
ter. In turn, the fleas may
also infest larger animals such
as the deer and bear, or even
domestic rodents in urban
areas. All campers should take
quick leave of areas where sick
or dead animals are found and
also refrain from handling
them.

In wild animals the disease
is called sylvatic plague; in hu-
man cases it is called bubonic
plague, taking its name from
the pustular swellingsof the
lymph glands (buboes) that' oc-
cur on the body. The disease
in man not uncommonly ends
in pneumonia and when it does
it is called pneumonic plague.
In this form, it can be passed
from person to person and is
often fatal.
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ALTHOUGH plague is not
the dreaded disease it once
was, it is still a potential dan-
ger. Altogether, there have
been two human cases in Cali-
fornia since 1947, However, syl-

atic plague has been found

1 36 of the 54 counties of the
state, including Los Angeles
County.

As a precaution against the
plague, do not handle any small
animals, use insect repellents
around the campsite, and shake
out sleeping bags and clothing
regularly.
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FIRE is also among the ma-
jor dangers that may beset a
camper, particularly in a
drought year such as this one,
In areas where fires are con-
sidered a hazard, certain sect-
ions have been set aside by the
Forester and Fire Warden
where fires may be lit. To,ex-
ercise independent judgment
in this matter is to run the
danger of setting fire to thous-
ands of acres of timber, killing
off the wildlife and endanger-
ing human life. Such an inci-
dent happened locally just two
years ago. Rules concering
smoking should also be ob-
served.

A first aid snake bite kit is
a must in the list of necessi-
ties for campers. Should any-
one be bitten, however, it is
fmportant to get medical aid
as quickly as possible. Snake
bite kits usually contain but
one vial of antivenim serum
whereas several are generally
needed to overcome the effects
of the venom, The cut and suc-
tlon first aid method in snake
bite is something every camp-

'who goes into snake-infested
ireas should know.
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TICKS are not much of a
problem in Los Angeles Coun-
ty, although recently the pa-
jaroello tick has caused some
apprehension, This tick, which
has been found around low-
growing shrubs in the foothill
areas of Los Angeles County,
is a slow mover and it is only
when a person rests or sleeps
in the tick's habitat that it
has time to fasten itself on
him for the purpose of getting
a meal,

There is no specific antidote
for the bite of this tick and
first aid treatment usually con-
sists of removing as much sa-
liva as possible from the
wound by employing suction,
using either the mouth or a
suchion apparatus, The appli-
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