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EDITORIALS

Schools Under Pressure

The launching of Sputnik I set off a chain reaction of
scared thinking in this country unrivaled since the 1929
crash of the stock market. Americans immediately wrote
off all the military might and know-how of their own
cdbuntry in awe stricken fear of the spectacular acomplish-
ments of pampered, regimented Soviet scientists.

First to feel the brunt of savage public opinion was the
Administration where everybody from the President on
down was blamed for allowing the Russians to gain their
first publicly proved advantage over the United States and
the free nations of the world. Next, the commentators and
the other pundits of popular opinion singled out the schools
for a flailing, the end of which is not in sight.

Johnnie in America is compared with little Box:is in
Russia and is found wanting. Our system of education is
all wrong from kindergarten on up and we have hecome a

nation of dullards.

Now, of course, this is not all true; neither is it all
untrue. Much of the attack on our schools has been grossly
unfair and some of it has basis in fact. The criticism of our
schools is the same kind of criticism we can make of busi-
ness and industry and all other phases of American life
softened by a prosperity, the like of which the world has

never known,

So let's not be carried away on a wave of popular re-
sentment that may very well wreck the careful building
of many decades and end up with ourselves consumed in
the fire of our passions. At the same time let's try to sep-
arate the worthwhile from the bad in the criticism of the
schools and our other institutions and come up with some
programs that will make for everlasting good,

In our own community we have a school system that
has accomplished wonder in the face of a growth that
would have stumped less competent leadership than we
have been served by in the Torrance Unified School Dis-
trict, yet in common with other school systems throughout
the nation, the Torrance schools are right now under at-
tack for alleged omissions or shortcomings in academic
training offered the city’s ever expending family of pupils.
Doubtless there is ground for some of the criticism and it
ought to be made sanely, objectively, and decently. It
should be received and acted upon in like manner by the
school administrators and the Board of Education.

A group calling themselves the Science Education
Council has organized in Torrance. Membership for the
most part is made up of individuals employed in scientific
roles in local and area industries. Their objective is to im-
prove and step up the teaching of the sciences in our public
school system. Their cause seems to be worthy and, if they
avoid the pitfalls of the all too prevalent pressure groups,
they can be of great service to the community, Certainly a
sincere interest in.helping to improve the schools is a
prerogative of any group of citizens,

The role of any group seeking to improve the schools
should be specific lest in generalization it expand to a
wildfire of indictment that can see repeated here what hap-
pened a few years ago in Pasadena.

Many great and fine things have been accomplished
by Dr; J. H, Hull and our Board of Education, A very fine
relationship has existed between the schools and industry
which pays a big share of the taxes to make the physical
assets of the district what they are today. The relations of
the school system with the community at large have been
good and should continue so. There will always be differ-
ences of opinion and certainly no school system or any
other system is pdrfect to the point where it cannot stand
objective criticism and resulting improvement,

Again, let us all be specific in our recommendations,
avolding at the same time the dissemination of inaccurate
or questionable statistics, political and economic philoso-
phies that can only confuse, and emotional outbursts that

always split asunder,
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YOUR PROBLEMS by

Ann Landers

He Must've Danced All Night

Dear Ann; I've been mar-
ried 15 years and I think I
have a problem. ‘

For the last five years my
husband has been going to a
public dance hall alone every
Saturday night. He loves to
dance and has won several
cups. He says I'm a lousy
dancer and it's hopeless to
try to teach me, He comes
home whenevr he feels like
it, and sometimes de doesn't
feel like it until Sunday
morning.

For the first two or three
years I didn't mind because
the children -were small. I
thought it was more import-
ant to stay at home with
them than to go out and po-
lice their father. Now I think
I'll have to do something, be-
cause he's’averaging 10 phone
calls.a week from girls, Not
only that, but I found an ad-
dress book with 32 names
and addresses.

I asked him if he wanted a
divorce and he said I was
crazy. He claims these girls
are just dancing partners and
that he loves only me., What
shall I do?—Nola,

-Are you a wife, or a house-
keeper with two left feet who
doubles as a telephone opera-
tor to keep her hushand's
dancing girls straight?

Tell him' you've had enough
of his little-boy stuff and if
he wants to keep his happy
home together he'd better
grow up and act like a hus-
band. Since dancing is such
an important part of his life,

Better Do It Tomorrow, Not

Why do today what you can
put off until tomorrow?

That was my motto as I
figured out my income tax on
April 14, and stood in line at
the Post Office on April 15
to be able to drop the money
down the slot, I comparéd de-
ductions with a couple of
friends the ev.enlng I was

figuring it and discovered
that they too were burning
the midnight oil to complete
the job.

There are some brave souls
who got their tax in way
ahead of time and stood

around to laugh at the slow-
pokes like me,
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Some provident souls al-
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ways manage to get things
done on time, but the general
tendency seems to be to put
off ‘until tomorrow what
could he done today.

For instance, there's always
a long line on the last day or
so of auto license renewals,
This is, in most cases, not
because the people didn't
have the money but because
they kept putting off the job
until they felt more like it.
Who ever feels like spending
money, particularly taxes? It
isn't a job that anybody en-
joys.

People call the HERALD
and want to know when the
deadline for getting copy in
will be, In most cases, they
could get it in early and
assure it of getting in the
paper, hut they usually show
up just under the deadline or
maybe just afterward,
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Many school children put
off studying for a test until
the day before or the night
before, although if they had
studied moderately all along,
they would know their mater-
jal better and be less hard-
pressed to cram at the last
minute,

Anybody who has any kind
of business dealing with a
deadline knows that ugually
about half of the people in-

go along with him and watch
from the side-lines. When the
dance 1s over, take Fred
Astaire home—where he be-

longs.
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Dea Ann: For the past year
and a half I've Been dating a
boy who thinks a great deal
of me. I like him a lot, but I
know now that we could nev-
er be more than just friends.

My problem ‘is this, Ann,
He has spent so much money
on me that I just haven't got
the heart to tell him how I
feel. It keeps getting worse
as time goes on, I'm sure he
has serious plans for us and
I'm becoming increasingly
uncomfortable' in his pres-

ence.

I feel like a fraud, yet I
can’t bring myself to tell him
that I could never return his
love. Please, Ann, tell me
what to da This is making a
nervous girl out of me.—
CF.D.

If ever there was a “Do It
Yourself” project, this is it.
And the sooner you do it, the
hetter,

There are times when we
must be cruel to be kind. A
clean, quick break will be
less painful than dragging it
out, - Stringing him along
knowing that he’s serious,
while you’re not, is duplicity
of the worse kind, This will
only add to your own guilt
and compound his heart-

break.
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Dear Ann: My hushand’s
nephew opened a law office
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volyed will do it on the last
day.

Mnybe subconsciously, we
feel that iIf we ignore the
problem until the last min.
ute, it will go away. I started
to figure my income tax in
February, but when tentative
figures showed I wouldn't get
any money back, I set it
aside and didn't touch it
again until the deadline drew
near, The figures didn't get
any better, however.
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1f we would all do what we
had to do when we had to do
it, we'd be much happier,
Somehow, we think if we ig-
nore a problem and worry
about it for a while, a good
fairy will whisk away the
problem,

It's more fun to do what
we want to do as long as we
ean, Down deep, we know
that if we figured our income
tax we wouldn't have to
worry about it once it was
completed, If we get the un-
pleasant jobs out of the way,
then we can enjoy ourselves,

But people aren't that way,

Meanwhile, my editor is
giving me dirty looks and
telling me to get this column
in to beat the deadline for
the editorial page.

Do as I say, but not as 1 do,

recently and we sent him a
beautiful leather desk-set.

When we saw this nephew
at a family affair some weeks
later he thanked us and said
he was thrilled with the gift.
On the way home, I told my
husband I thought it was
poor taste for the young man
to have waited until he ran
into us to say thank you. In
my opinion, he should have
written a note.

My husband says I'm com-
pletely wrong about this, and
I expect a great deal. He
claims men aren't supposed
to write thank-you notes —
just women, It he correct?

Your hushand ‘is wrong —
and that makes two of ’em,
The nephew should have
written a note of thanks, or
at least telephoned.

Merely heing a member of
the male sex does not excuse
a person from acknowledging
a gift. They ACCEPT gifts,
don’t they? It then' follows
that they are expected to say
thanks,
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Confidentially: THE LOGI-
CIAN: You may be a student
of logic, but you don’t know
anything about the Old Testa-
ment. Those dietary laws
were not “foolishness,” they
were based on hygiene ‘and
common sense. Your grand-
mother is right.
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MRS.* NOT A MESS: A
grown woman who would put
herself on the same level
with a B5-.year-old neighbor
boy and argue .with him,
ought to be ashamed of her-
self, Ignore the child’s re-
marks—he doesn’t know bet-
ter—but you should!

(Ann Landers will be happy to
help you with your problems. Send
them to her in care of The HER-
ALD and enclose a stamped, self- .

addressed envelope.
(C) 1968, Field Enterprises, Ine.

LAW IN ACTION

AFTER HOURS by John Morley

What Makes America Great?

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
~~As I travel about the world,
many people in many lands
ask me, “Whas makes Ameri-
ca great?” ... what made it
achieve the highest standard
‘of living in all civilized his-
tory? When the rumored
ten-foot men from Mars land
here some day, they will
probably ask us the same
thing. :

Is it because we're “differ-
ent” from other people in the
world? Not so you can
notice it. Physically, biologic-
ally, chemically, mentally,
emotionally, we are predomi-
nately European, and pretty
much like millions of other
people, We have smatterings
of English, German, Scandi-
navian, Irish, French, Italian,
Balkan, Middle-East cells in
our bodies.

About. ten per cent of us
have African and Asian heri-
tage . . . a greater conglo-
meration of races than any
found in Europe. You could

' accurately say that we have
blood-cells of more different
races and people than any
other nation on earth. So
America ‘is not unique be-
cause of creating any kind of
unique race.
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Is it because every normal
boy or girl can get a good
education in America? Not
exactly , ., . because other
nations have good education
and in the hard-core subjects
some provide a better educa-
tion by greater emphasis on
mathematics, chemistry and
physics than we do., Are we
superior in‘mentality? Hard-
ly, for there is no such thing
as a superior race, bat su-
perior or inferior individuals
in every race in existence.

Is it because we know how
to mass-produ¢e good prod-
ucts? Not entirely, as other
nations know the methods of
mass production and they.use
it, up to the limits of their
capabilities, Their experts
have visited our factories, in-
spected our production meth-
ods and machines.for genera-

.tions and can duplicate them,
Our industries have branches
abroad and our know-how is
no secret,
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Is' America great because
of our faith in God? Not en-
tirely, because most nations
have faith in a Supreme Be-
ing. Most of the people who
migrated to America brought
some. religion with them and
left some religion behind
them. Is it our mixture of
races? No, because other na-
tions have mixtures of diver-
gent races and cultures, Is it
our fast communications?
Hardly, because the tele-
phone, the telegraph, the

Rx FOR GOOD HEALTH

planes, the ships on the high
seas, were first conceived out-
side of America,

Is it our efficient agricul-
tural techniques which pro-
duce an over-abundance of
food . . . is it virgin and pro-
ductive soil? . . . No, 'hecause
there are many countries
with good soil and mechan-
ized” farm power that pro-
duce all they can use and ex-
port their surpluses. Others
have as good or even better
natural resources, but they
have never matched our
growth and our high standard
of living. Is it our consuming
ability as a large nation? No,
bécause there are larger na-
tions in the world, with the
potential of doubling or trip-
ling our consuming power.
China, India, Russia, Africa
are much more densely pop-
ulated, with a lot more con-
sumers.
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Are we great because we
can cuss the president of the
United States, or the presi-
dent of U, S. Steel? , .. Is it
because of a free press, free
elections, free institutions?
No . . . because these free-
doms exist in other nations.
Could it be our ‘“culture”?
No, because some nations are
further ahead in “culture”
than we are. Our “culture”
is criticized more by foreign-
ers than anything else. Cer-
tainly our art, music, litera-
ture cannot be called super-
ior to others, for it is actual-
ly inferior to some others.
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All of the above qualities
play a part in the greatness
of America, Education, reli-
gion, culture, science, tech-
nology, mass-production,
abundance of food, consumer-
buying power, freedom to
choose, free-institutions, free-
enterprise . . . all these things
have a prominent place in
the good American life, But
the secret of our success is
encompassed in one simple
exclusive American power
and that is . . , CAPITAL , . .
our accumulated invested
wealth in the hands of more
people than in any other
nation on the face of the
earth, It is money, invested-
money, hazard-capital that
has helped.to make America
great in the practical defini-
tion of the most abundant
life we enjoy.
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Our high standard of liv-
ing is based on our accumus
lated weath over generations,
Our wealth, per citizen, not
per a few elite as in some
nations, makes us different
from the Russians, Chinese,
Indians, Africans, Europeans,

Clearing Out the

Question — Can infants be
immunized against measles?
—L.D.

Answer — No, but the ad-
ministration of gamma globu-
lin, while not an immunizing
agent, can protect the infant
from measles, The infant
should have a natural im-
munity to measles up to.its
+first six months of life if his
mother had had measles
. prior to her pregnancy.

Q.—Should surgery be per-
formed on a closed air pass-

Mental Capacity

* A court sent Mary Smith to
a mental hospital and named
her sister, Ellen, guardian of
her estate,

A year later Mary was well
enough to be discharged,

But when ghe tried to take
charge of her property, Ellen
would mot let her; she said
she would remain guardian
until she was sure Mary
wouldn’t squander her for-
tune,
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How could Ellen be remov:
ed as guardian, and Mary's
property returned to her?
Mary could file a petition and
go to court in the same coun-
ty, and make a showing of
her competency. Only the
court could ‘restore her to
capacity.”

The court clerk sets the
hearing and gives those con-
cerned at least five days' no-
tice-~Mary and Ellen and
their parents, if they are in
California,

Mary may have a jury hear
the question of her restora:

tion to capacity if she wants.
In a jury trial Mary may be
represented by her own law-
yer, with an attorney repre.
senting her sister, or occa.
sionally the district attorney,
in the other side. If Mary
loses she may appeal, as in a
civil case.
ot Y

Whether Mary is heard by
4 jury or merely by the
judge, the matter is treated
somewhat like a clvil action:
Witnesses must appear and
testify, but the Jjudge wmay
call and examine witnesses
on his own, By her evidence
Mary must show she not only
was discharged, but also that
she can take care of her
property and herself.

If ‘the jury or the court
finds that Mary is sane and
can take care of herself and
manage her property, the
court will “restore her to ca-
pacity” and end the guardian:
ship,

Note: California lawyers offer

this colummn so0 you may know
about our laws,

age due to cartilage deviation
in a young child, or should
the situation be left alone un-
til the child matures?—A.G.

A.—This problem is a con-
troversial issue among spe-
cialists who perform this
type of surgery. The majority
tend to wait until maturity,
but many others feel that
properly performed surgery
can be done at a early age,

If the obstruction is caus-
ing symptoms of sinusitis, ear
skin and deafness disappear.

Q~What ‘can be done for
infections, or deformity of
the face due to mouth breath-
ing, then the surgery should
be performed. Instead of re.
moving the cartilage, the
structures are rearranged
and replaced in the proper
position so that growth Is not
interfered with in the subse.
quent development of the
nose,

Q—Can a fungous Infec.
tion of the ear cause deaf-
ness?—P.H, ;

AYes, ‘Fungous. infections
of the ear are similar in some
respects to athlete’s foot and
produce an irritation of the
skin of the ear canal, which
sheds and forms fhick, white
so-called “blotting paper”
scales that often fill the ear
canal, This condition often is
assoclated with much itehing
and the deafness that follows
is largelv due to this accumu.
lation of scales,

When the accumulated ma-
terial is removed with specinl
Instruments and equinment
and the infection is brought
under control, the irritation
of the ear canal, shedding of
little wartlike growths that

Asiatics, Most of the world
has hard-working people . . .
some work harder than we.
But they lack the . . . tools

. .. the machinery . . . tk \

plants . . . the facilities. The
lack them because they lack
«. . . capital, The only way
they can raise their standard
of living is by money, by
planned invested money, No
amount of planning will
bring any change without in-
vested capital. Nothing
moves within a nation with-
out invested funds. Faith
and freedom and liberty are
in the background . . . but
you cannot build skyscrapers
and machines with faith and
freedom alone, To faith and
freedom you must add ., , .
money,
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Our ability to use capital
to a great advantage in Am-
erica is due to our depend-
ence on common law., Our
forefathers planned it that
way, They believed in the
natural laws and the laws of
God. They believed that gov-
ernment law is subservient
to the law of God.

The Constitution ¢l earl’}

defined the ‘“rights of mar
and how they were to be “se-
cured,” Our reliance on law
is based on the assumption
that there is a God-given
right to the ownership of
property . . . and we set up
our laws to protect that right.
The right to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness
spells this out clearly, Life,
liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness includes the right
to private-property, capital,
The Constitution protects
private property more se-
curely than any other ever
written in history, Out and
out confiscation is not possi-
ble , . . although in recent
years private property has
been imposed upon through
discriminatory taxation.
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It is capital that builds our
churches, schools, libraries,
art museums, factories,
farms, homes, It is capital
that enables us to travel so
efficiently, It is capital that
supports our philanthropies.
It is capital that- produce

the tools and provides thes®’

profits which make life so
much easier for the worker,
the consumer, as well as the
boss, There is greater release
of human .nergy in America,
because there is capital to
back. it up, There are profit-
incentives and freedom to ex-
plore them, It is capital . , .
supported by faith, freedom
.. . and free-enterprise . , ,
that makes America great...
and different,

Mailbag

keep appearing on the heard-
ed surface of my face?—J.D.
A.—~The probable cause of
this condition is a wart-caus-
ing virus that gains entrance
through the tiny cuts one sus-

, tains while shaving., To pre-
vent reinfection, all existing

¢
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warts should be removed at“ f
the same time, & | N

(Presented as a public service by
the Southwest Branch of th 0!
Angeles County Medical Assn,)
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