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By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 68th District

As had been expected the in-
augural message of our new
Governor called for legislative
action in several new fields.
Undoubtedly during the com-
ing months of the current ses-
sion the attention of your legis-
| lators will be focussed on bills
embodying his recommenda-
tions, regardless of party.

Several bills carrying out
| some of his suggestions have
|already been introduced, and
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| THE CHANGE m the tempo
of our operations which result-
|ed from the constitutional
| amendment adopted last No-
‘ vember has already become ap-
‘parenl The number of mea-
sures introduced has been cut
‘sharply During the first week
‘ of this session, almost two hun-
| dred measures were “put over
‘the desk.” During the same
}perlod of the 1957 meeting
|
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when the 30 day recess was in
effect almost a thousand meas-
ures, five times as-many, had
been introduced.

The stretching out of the
bill introducing period, and the
[resullmg slow-down in the

number put in early, is expect-
|ed to produce more carefully
thought-out measures. All of us
hope it will also cut the num-
| ber of bills considerably, and
so make our job of working on
thousands of them easier and
| more effective.

% Do

DURING THE first weeks be-
| fore most bills can be heard in
| committee or acted on, many
| of our interim committees are
' expected to submit their re-
ports and recommendations.
One of the first to do so was
the Assembly interim commit-
tee on government reorganiza-
tion.

After two years of hearings
and study this group has sub-
mitted one major recommenda-
tion which would profoundly
change the financial workings
‘of our state government, if fin-
ally adopted as a constitutional
amendment by vote of the peo-
"ple.
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THIS PROPOSAL would be
to remove from the constitu-
tion all existing requirements
for financial support of state
activities, whether for schools,
| highways, or whatever, If this
were done, it would restore to
 the legislature full control over
all phases of the state budget.

For many years, Legislators
and Governors alike have call-
ed public attention to the
steadily decreasing proportion
of the state budget which has
been left for legislative and ad-
ministrative control. During the
past quarter of a century more
and more costs for various
functions of state government
have been fixed either in the
constitution or in statutes, un-
til now only about one third of
the total budget is within the
discretion of the Legislature.

&8 L%

SO FAR AS these fixed cgsts
are concerned, the Legislature
is obligated to provide money,
and must do so by additional
taxation if necessary. Also
many special functions have
been removed from legislative
| control by the establishment of
separate funds. The proposed
amendment would provide one
\ big fund for all functions, and
let the Legislature decide how
‘ll would be divided among
them,

L A spokesmaan for the inter-
im group admits the proposal
|is “idealistic” and may have
| rough going in the Legislature
But some Legislators believe
‘;in the principle involved, so
now all of us will get the
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