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PAIR QUIZZED IN POLICE SLAYING
A Penny 

for 
your 

Thoughts
Torrance HERALD's report­ 

er asked opinions on the fol- 
lowin question:

rr;

"Former President. Harry 
Truman said last week that 
the lack of strict home and 
school discipline was a prime 
contribution to juvenile de­ 
linquency^ What do you 
think?"

Mrs. T. W. Smoot, 2517 So- 
noma St., housewife: "I think 

he was right 
about that. I 
think the de­ 
linquent chil- 

I drerv, do not 
! feel secure in 
j t h e home. 
They should 

1 have someone 
behind them 
to guide 

them."

Ralph Dobbs, 1569 W. 222nd 
St.; "He is right. So many of 
the children 
are not disci­ 
plined at home 
and are made

I 
to shift for 
thems elves. 
Furthermo r e, 
the parent 
don't know 
where they" 
are half the 
time."

SETTING THE STAGE . . . Traffic Sergeant Joe Miles of the Torrance police department 
checks the crossing signs and signals near the Fern-Greenwood Elementary School as he 
gets ready for the added problems of students on the streets next Thursday. He has 
reminded motorists that school is opening, and to keep alert. ui^.w rimtm

Councilman Hits Back At 
Commissioners' Charges

A running barrage of charges between the city council and members of the city's 
various commissions flared up again this week as the council tore into statements 
'made at a recent airport commission meet ing.

"I see here on page 7 of the minutes that the commission voted to request the 
city council to direct their questions here (to the airport commission) in the future 
rather than taking action and
going off on a tangent," Coun- 

-£; cilman Willys G. Blount said 
at Tuesday's council meeting. 
HJE was reading from the Aug.

Mrs. Howard Kindred, 2415 
W. 233rd St., housewife. "Yes, 
he is correct It'has a lot to do 

. with mothers 
> working and 
) leaving baby- 
1 sitters to care 

l< for the chil- 
\4 dren. I think

• that this is a
• contributi ng 

factor. I be­ 
lieve that if 
the family

woud play together it would
stay together,"

W. C. Harrli, 1213 W. 204th 
St., retired: "I think he has 
got something.,., 
in that state- ?'"" 
ment. A big

» factor is that 
We y d o n't 
read the Bible 
in schools any­ 
more and the 
children just 
d o n't know 
what is going 
on religiously."

29 minutes of the airport com 
mission.

"I think it is time the com­ 
missions learned that the coun­ 
cil appointed them in an ad­ 
visory capacity, and that the 
responsibility for any decision 
is squarely up to the council," 
he said.

Statement Challenged .
Blount also attacked a state­ 

ment by Commissioner John 
Simpson in which he said he 
didn't think the ctyy council 
ought to go over the heads of 
the commission.

"If they are going to do that 
sort of thing, perhaps they 
should get a new airport com­ 
mission," Simpson said.

"I'm for that," Blount snort­ 
ed.

Spark for Tuesday evening's

governments getting into busi­ 
ness," he said.

He said he didn't think the 
city should get into the build­ 
ing or real estate business , . . 
"any more than we are al­ 
ready involved."

A list of applicants for 
ground rental to build- private 
"T" hangars at the airport has 
existed for more than three 
years, city officials report. The 
list was compiled during a 
moratorium on building there 
while awaiting an airport mas­ 
ter plan. The master plan was 
completed last year, but no 
leases have been granted. 

Leases Ordered
Blpunt requested last month 

that the leases for those appli­ 
cants on file be negotiated im­ 
mediately. ' He indicated that 
the city attorney and city man­ 
ager should negotiate the 
leases and present them to the 
council for approval. He re-

i, comment by the council was a ceived the backing of the coun-
crlticism of the council's ac­ 
tion oh handling leases for pri- 

, vate hangars at the airport. 
i Hangars Opposed 
i Blount also criticized the

1'

Pearl Lack, 1216 W. 226th 
agree with his 

'statement. I 
believe it is 
the parents' 
fault a great 
deal. 11 h i n k 
there should 
be some way 
to solve prob­ 
lems at home. 
The right en­ 
vironment has 

a lot to do with delinquency."

Mary E. Fltipalrlck, 3631 
Newton St., housewife: "The 
statement Is 
true. People 
should look 
after their 
children In­ 
stead of let­ 
ting the police 
and teachers 
try to solve

(
the problems. 
I think the 
parents should 
make the children pay more 
attention at home. I also think 
parejits should pay for such 
damages as broken windows 
when their children break 
them."

although the airport com­ 
mission accused them of by­ 
passing that advisory group.

Blount's opposition to the 
city entering a large scale

apparent desire of the airport j building-lease program at the
group to put the city in the , airport received the support of
hangar-building business. j Acting Mayor Bob Jahn and

"I'm violently opposed to Councilman Nick Drale, only

other members present Tues­ 
day. .

The Council voted to process 
one lease to each plane owner 
on the waiting list, but to de­ 
fer those applications where 
the leases were to be signed 
for speculative purposes. 

Liability Deferred
A still more serious matter 

on the airport—who is going 
to be responsible for operation 
of the field for night flying 
if the airport runway lights 
and other night flying aids are 
completed—was deferred until 
a full council could hear the 
discussion.

(Mayor Albert Isen is in New 
York at a meeting of mayors 
and Councilman Victor Ben- 
stead is ill.)

Airport Manager Ed Diet- 
rich, who operates the facility 
on a contract basis, has said 
he wants the city to free him 
from responsibility of operat­ 
ing a night-tending field.

Dielrich has said he will re­ 
fuse to turn on the runway 
light in any event until other 
required facilities are in­ 
stalled. This includes a pattern 
indicator, portal lights indi­ 
cating turn-offs for taxi strips, 
taxi-strip guide lights, an air-

(Continued on flit 6>

Petition Asks for Crossing; 
Two Questions Delay Action

Both city and school officials 
seem to agree with a 391-slgna- 
ture petition asking for an 
overhead crossing in front of 
1119 new South High School, 
but there were a couple of 
important questions holding it 
up:

1. Who's going to pay for it?
2. Will the children use it?
Mrs, George W. Peck, 4538 

Newton St., presented the pe­ 
tition to the City Council Tues­ 
day night, but the city fathers 
were informed by City Attor­ 
ney Stanley Rmnelmycr fiat 
tin1 city could not legally par­ 
ticipate.

Oyerpais Asked
The residents had asked for 

the overpass over busy Pacific 
Coast Hwy. for the use of chil­ 
dren living south of the thor­ 
oughfare.

"It I? our feeling that an ov­ 
erhead crossing offers our chil­ 
dren greater protection than 
an underground tunnel. It Is a 
known fact that such under­ 
ground passageways often con­ 
tribute to immoral conduct 
and malicious behavior and 
tend to become unsanitary and 
unsightly," the petition stated.

Councilman Robert Jahn 
said that ho knew of several 
ovcrpusses in this area which 
were liuili liy school boards.

Joint Financing
Assistant Superintendent S. 

K. Waldrip told the local 
school board that the struc­ 
ture, which would cost be­ 
tween 940.000 and HHO.OOO 
could be financed jointly by 
the schools, the city, and the 
State Highway Department.

Waldrip said such arrange­

ments have been usd in many 
other California cities.

The sohool board has been 
eyeing the proposal for some 
time. According to Waldrip, 
many other cities which have 
built overpasses have discov­ 
ered that the children do not 
use them, but cross the street, 
if the location is not immedi­ 
ately convenient.

Plans Eyed
The board also has been 

pondering whether the over­ 
pass would be needed, since 
the Slate Highway Dept. re­ 
ported In a letter that stop 
signals would be put up at 
Calle Mayor and Pacific Coast 
Hwy.. adjoining the school, by 
Jan. 1.

In addition, plans call for a 
slop light at Anza Ave. and 
Pacific Coast Hwy. when Anza 
Ava. Is completed.

DRIVERS TOLD TO KEEP 
EYE PEELED FOR KIDS

"Keep an eye on all small fry!"
_With~this slogan, motorists throughout the coun­ 

ty were urged to be especially watchful for children 
on the streets as school opens next Thursday..

Sgt. Joe Miles.,of the Torrance police depatment, 
issued this reminder:

"Motorists should not forget that other people 
have children. Too often drivers are cautious only 
about their own youngsters and forget to keep an eye 
out for the other children.

"One of the major problems in traffic safety is 
coping with impulses of children and training them 
lit the safety precautions.

"The only way to tackle children's unpredictable 
behaviour, particularly in crossing streets, is to urge, 
motorists to keep a sharp lookout and drive slowly 
through school and playground areas during peak 
hours of school traffic," Miles continued.

Speed limit in school zones is 15 miles per hour 
when children have access to the playground area.

Seven Enter 
Lomita Race

With at least two or three 
other persons expected to file 
declaration of candidacy be­ 
fore the deadline at noon to­ 
day, seven aspirants have en­ 
tered the race -for members of 
the City Council of the pro­ 
posed new City of Lomita. 
They are:

Clyde Bernhardt, general 
contractor; 1914 W. 262nd'St.

Mrs. Jean Berseth. promi­ 
nent civic leader and church 
worker, 25918 Lucllle.

A. E. (Doc) Cook, vice presi­ 
dent, of the Lomita Water Dis­ 
trict, 24314 Alliene.

Roy H. Ferrin, cabinet and 
woodwork contractor, 1836 W. 
254th St.

B. Kenneth Gibson, retired 
postal employe. 24302 Alliene.

Eugene E. Mcyer, cement 
contractor, 25380 Narbonne.

G. L. Mobley, certified pub­ 
lic accountant, 2467 W. 253rd 
St.

Norris I. Perry, crane oper­ 
ator, 1801 W. 257th St.

although they doubted his 
.story.

Louis Eldon Konkler, 20, 
and Douglas Ray Hale, 29, 
both of Wilmlngton, and two 
female juveniles, were arrest­ 
ed earlier Monday following a 
bout with the law which re­

Chained Dog 
Bites Child

Four-year-old Harold Sayre, 
18815 Crenshaw Blvd., suffer­ 
ed a deep cut on his left leg 
when he fell within reach of 
a chained dog.

The dog, owned by Theo 
Wildblood, 18903 Crenshaw 
Blvd., reportedly does not' like 
children.

Rivets Reports
Although there may be a 

little early morning fog to­ 
day, the day should be most- 
I y sunny, 
Rivets, tbe 
HERALD 
weather dog, 
reported aft­ 
er scanning 
the skies and 
his crystal 
ball.

So far this 
week, highs
and low have Included Sun­ 
day (81-61); Monday (81-59); 
Tuesday (74-58).

Police Doubt 
Slaying Tale

Two men are being held by Torrance police on various 
charges of disturbance and for quizzing in connection with 
the El Segundo slaying of two policemen.

• One of the two men confessed he was being sought in 
connection with the slaying and local officers yesterday 
were still checking his story, ——————————————

resisting arrest to disturbing 
the peace.

Resisted Arrest 
Answering a -disturbing the 

peace call at 1737 238th St., 
police observed Konkler strik­ 
ing a juvenile and knocking 
her down. The men were using 
profane language, causing ma­ 
licious mischief, and then re­ 
sisted arrest.

charges of theft of a gasoline 
credit card, drinking with a 
juvenile, auto theft, malicious 
mischief, assault, battery, re­ 
sisting arrest, and attempted 
escape from jail. .

Hale was charged with be­ 
ing drunk, theft of a gasoline 
credit card, auto theft, drink­ 
ing with a juvenile, disturbing 
the peace, malicious michief, 
and resisting arrest.

Juveniles Checked
On the way to the station, 

Konkler told officers he was 
art escapee from Walla Walla 
prison in Washington and that 
he was wanted for the El Se­ 
gundo murders. Washington 
authorities reported yesterday 
he was not wanted there.

He also reportedly told offi­

but refused to say where.
The two juvenile girls told 

police that Konkler earlier had 
l.it a car on Calle de Andalucia 
but had not stopped. The girls 
also said the two men had 
bought beer and wine.

ing had no registration slip, 
but Hale maintained it belong­ 
ed to him.

School Holiday 
Over Thursday

"Plenty of study, plenty of books, 
Plenty of teacher's dirty looks." 
That'll be the cry next Thursday, as some 21,3000 stu­ 

dents head back to Torrance schools, after a summer filled 
with various activities. There'll be nearly 4000 more stu­ 
dents this year than there —————————;—————— 
were last year, approximately that there wiU be some 3776 
a 20 per cent increase. hjgh sc|,00ierSi an increase of 

Local educators estimate 870 over last September; and 
17,604 elementary students, 
reflecting a growth of 3150. To 
meet the. increase, there will 
be four 'new elementary 
schools, with a strike-delayed 
South High School scheduled 
to open later this year. In the 
meantime, South High will use 
Torrance Elementary School 
and part of Torrance High 
School.

Double sessions will contin­ 
ue at 18 elementary schools, 
with only Anza, El Nido, Fern- 
Greenwood, Newton, and Park­ 
way Schools free of double 
sessions. However, classroom 
additions at Arlington, Flavian, 
Hillside. Riviera, and Sepul- 
vcda Schools are expected to 
relieve or eliminate double 
sessions, while Torrance Ele- 
u.entary School will return to 
regular sessions after South 
High is completed.

Seaside Biggest 
Biggest elementary enroll­ 

ment is anticipated, as usual, 
at Seaside School, with 1222 
students expected to attend. 
Other schools are expected to 
be filled as follows:

Anza. 591; Arlington, 793; 
Carr,'991; Casimir, 1113; Cren- 
shaw, 860; Edison, 856; £1 
Nldo, 284; Fern-Greenwood, 
892; Flavian, 608: Hillside, 637; 
Madrona, 695; Meadow Park, 
1085; Newton. 685; Parkway, 
632; Perry, 919; Riviera, 779; 
Sepulveda, 685; Steete, 844; 
Torrance Elementary, 792; 
Walteria, 772; and Wood, 902. 

High School enrollments are 
foreseen, as follows:

Torrance High; 1126; North 
High, 1824; and South High, 
825.

PRIZE CATCHES . . . Three of tin- Southland's tup anglers are getting In a little prac­ 
tice before tomorrow night's gala witter carnival at (he Torrance plunge. Anglers fruin the 
left are Donna llurkduil, Al Const and (ieuc Tolson, who will be Joined tomorrow by Joe 
Marten in an effort to outpull skilled swlmmrrs In an angling contest. It'i all part of 
the pool'a huge water carnival which opena at 7:30 p.m.
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