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SKILLED IN AREA TRAFHC CRASHE
I Cop Files
1 $120,000
1 Lawsuit
1 Torrance Policeman 
I Sues for Crash Hurts
• A Torrance police officer 
•A has filed a $120,000 suit for
•^damages in Compton's Super- 
• lor Court.
• As a result of 'an accident 
• Aug. 3, 1956, Albert W. Win-
• kler, of 2008 Kathy Way, has
1 asked the court to rule on the
• matter, according to his at-
• torney, Borris S.,Woolley of
• • Torrance.
• . List Defendants
• Defendants in the suit are
• listed as Arthur Perry Collins,
• 1820 Belmont Lane, Redondo
• Beach, and three John Does.
H The complaint charges Col-
• lins with being the driver of a
• car which hit the police offi-
• cer. It also states that the auto-
• mobile was being driven in a
• negligent, careless, reckless
• and unlawful manner.
• On Three-Wheeler
• The accident occurred on
• Mullin St. east of Border Ave.
• when Winkler was driving a
• three-wheeled police motor-
• cycle. • .
• Wint^ls asking $50,000
• for sinbed physical pain 
• and angnlfli, profound shock 
• to his nervous system, bodily 
• injuries, mental anguish, and
• charges he wa»«jbruised, lacer- 
• ated and lamed, and unable to 
H work.
B_ Another* ,10,000 for. medical
••kbills and $60,000 for costs of 
^^Fthe suit and other relief also 
• is being asked.
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SHERIFFS CHANGE JOBS . . . Capt. Robert Karney
points out the area which Capt. Robert K. Weddle will
head as the new commander, of the Lennox Sheriff's
Station. Karney,' head of this area's station for three
years, is moving to the Maximum Security Unit at the
Wayside Honor Rancho. A veteran of 17 years as a deputy,
Weddle previously was acting captain at the Firestone
Station.

New Commander
At Lennox Station
,,,,Capt. Robert Karney, com­
mander of Lennox Sheriff's 
Station, for the past three 
years, has been transferred

Torrance Workers Await Outcome 
Of North American Job Changes

What effect the Air Force
cencellation of its contract for
development of the SM-84 
Navaho strategic guided mis­ 
sile will have on' the 2757 Tor­
rance employes of North
American Aviation, Inc., can­
not yet be determined, accord­
ing to company officials.

The Air Force Thursday
canceled its contract for fur­
ther work on the missile -be­
cause of "budgetary considera­
tions."

10,000 Affected
Some 10,000 North Amori- 

• can employes out 'of 51,000 in 
1 the area will be affected by 
• the cancellation, company of- 
• fiicals reported. Some of these 
• —will receive new job assign- 
B^ftnents, while others will be 
•^laid off. Definite action will 
I not be taken until officials 
• have a chance to study the 

terms of the cancellation and
its effects.

Police Chief
Exam Asked
By Board

City councilmen have been 
requested to order an exami­
nation for chief of police.

The city civil service board 
also recommended a change
in the qualifiactions for the
vacant post of assistant police
chief. 

Both positions are now open, 
with Percy Bennett serving as
acting police chief. W. H. Has- 
lam retired April 1 as chief 
and Bennett, assistant chief,
took over acting duties.

The civil service group sug­ 
gested that qualifications for
the assistant police job be 
opened to lieutenants with 10 
yean on the force and three
years of supervisory experi­ 
ence.

Under the current qualifies- 
«ons, Bennett and Capt. Ern­

st Ashton are the only two
eligible to take the examina­
tion for chlaf and only Ashton
rnulrt trv fAr th*k nanifitant nruit.

The Torrance plant of North
American,- employing some
500 persons, works mainly 
with airframe production, met­
al honeycombing, and plastics,
although some part of the mis­
sile work was done here. Most
employes at the local plant live
in Torrance. 1

Main work • on the missile
was done at the Downey facili­
ty, where an estimated 750 lo­
cal residents work.

Airframe* Produced ,
In the Los Angeles Division, 

which is concerned • mainly 
with airframe production and 
related activities, some 750 
local residents work at the Los 
Angeles plant, and about. 500 
in the Crenshaw plant, located 
near Hawthorne. 

In commenting on this ac­ 
tion by the Air Force, J. H. 
Kindelberger, chairman of the
board, said "The Navaho is the
only supersonic guided missile
of inter-continental range in 
the United States program and
it is understood that the gov­ 
ernment now intends to put
its entire faith in the Intercon­ 
tinental ballistic missiles itow 
under development.

10 Years Work
"Development work on the

Navaho has been in progress 
for 10 years, during which
North American pioneered in
the scientific areas relating to
automatic guidance systems 
and liquid propelled rocket en­ 
gines. Progress in those tech­
nical fields made possible the 
development of the nation's 
ballistic missle program."

North American is now pro­
ducing the F-100 Super Sabre 
for the Air Force, and the FJ 
Fury series of carrier-based jet
fighters for the Navy. In addi­ 
tion, the company is develop­
ing a long range jet intercep­ 
tor and conducting studies on
the Air Force WS-110 strategic
bomber for the Air Force; has
a production contract for the
Navy T2J jet trainer and ii
developing the A3J attack 
weannns svitem for the Navy.

and will be raphced by Capt.
Robert K. Weddle, acting com­ 
mander at Firestone Station. 

The changes were announced
by Sheriff E. W, Biscailuz as 
part of 13 transfers and pro­ 
motions of captains in Los An­ 
geles County. The transfers 
were made In accordance with
a policy of varying duty assign­
ments to broaden experience of
executive and supervisory per­ 
sonnel, he said.

'Security Head
Karney will be in charge of

the Maximum Security Unit
for the Department of Cor­
rections at Wayside Honor
Farm, north of Los Angeles.
Maximum Security is a new
idea, with the transfer of the
most dangerous prisoners to
the farm instead of the County
Jail. They live in barracks in­ 
stead of barred cells,, but are 
kept under close supervision. 
This will be the only County 
Jail in the country using this 
idea. 

A sheriff's deputy for. 16 
years, Capt. Karney has com­ 
manded Lennox Station for the 
past three years. He previous­ 
ly served two years as a lieu­
tenant at the station, which
handles crime in unincorpora­
ted districts of the Torrance 
area.

New Captain
His replacement, Weddle,

recently was promoted to cap­ 
tain, although he had been act­
ing captain at the Firestone 
Sheriff's Station for the past
three months. He was previous­
ly in charge of the Patrol 
Division at Firestone and work­
ed out of the Lennox Station
several years ago.

New Hospital
Opens Soon

Dedication of 'the new 93-
bed Riviera Hospital at 226th 
and Kent Ave. will be held 
next Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m.,
according to Jack Saylin, hos­ 
pital administrator.

Mayor Albert l|en has made 
plans to proclaim July 21 as
"Riviera Hospital Day." The
new structure, which will
serve the Torrance area, U
privately endowed. It is the
second major hospital located 
in Torrance.

Tragic C
Kills Ch

Four dead — four seriot 
This was the grim count

accident Wednesday night whl 
children and one teen-ager, 

Parents of two youngster

Former Head
Of Traffic
Club Killed
A former president of the

Los Angeles Women's Traffic
Club was killed when she evi­
dently fell asleep at the wheel
and her car hit a Utility pole.

Mrs., Adrienne . E. Copper­
smith, 55, owner of the A. E.
Coopersmith custom broker­
age house in Los Angeles, died
at Harbor General Hospital
Thursday morning.

Her car swerved over, jump­
ed a curb and slammed into
the utility pole on Pacific
Coast Highway east ot Cren­
shaw.

The impact of the car mov­
ed the giant pole three inches.'

Before she died, she told po­
lice officers she fell asleep at
the wheel.

The victim was one of the
few women customhouse brok­
ers in the nation. 

This was the third traffic fa­ 
tality in Torrance during 1957. 
The death followed by only
eight days that of a sailor, who 
died of injuries received in an 
accident at 203rd St. and Haw­
thorne Ave.'

Council to Talk
On Lease, Stop 
Signs, Tracts

Informal discussions on the
Airport Triangle lease, site of
a proposed commercial shop­
ping center, have been sched­ 
uled before members of the 
city council at 5:15 p.m., Tues­
day, according to City Manag­
er George W. Stevens. .

The lease, formerly held by
Store Properties, Inc., has been
acquired by Albert Levitt and
Jim Bower of Rolling Hill;
who revealed plans last month
to go on with the develop­
ment.

Change Sought
A change in the lease'to 

bring it up to date had been 
requested- by Levitt and 
Bower. 

During the regular meeting, 
Councilmen are expected to 
discuss a tentative tract map 
for a new development in Pal- 
os Verdes Riviera, near New­ 
ton and Bluff Sts. 

The new tract has been the
center of controversy for a
number of weeks with sur­
rounding owners requesting 
surveys be made to determine
the possibility of land slip­ 
page.

Survey Ordered
The developers agreed last 

week to hire an independent
engineer to make the survey 
of the 81 lots.

Police Chief Percy Bennett
will recommend that stop 
signs be posted on Torrance
Blvd. at Anza Ave., re-cent
scene of an accident involving
two children. (The signs were 
installed last week). 

Legislation will be request­
ed to prohibit automobiles 
from driving and parking In 
the area between Hollywood
Riviera Club and Torrance
Recreation Beach parking 
area.

Temperatures
High Low

Sunday ................ 77 84
Monday ................ 88 62
Tuesday ........... 81 68
Wednesday ........ 78 63
Thursday ............ 77 66 
Friday ................ 82 86

rifled as they witnessed the 
tragedy from their car—only 
a few feet behind the auto in­ 
volved in the collision.

The dead were identified as 
Corrine Smith, 17, of 1353 W. 
112th St.; Pamela, 10, and 
Vickl Rackham, 8, of 22659 
Nicolle St.; a'hd Jeanette 
Smith, 9, of 22709 Nicolle St. 

Fair Condition
Reported In- fair condition 

at Harbor .General Hospital 
were Howard Smith, 42, of 
22709 Nicolle St., father of 
Jeanette Smith and driver of 
the car in which the' three 
small children were riding; 
Arthur Jeter, 21, of 1843 K. 
118th St., driver of the car in 
which Corrine Smith was rid­ 
ing; his brother Claude, 19, 
and Corrine Smith's sister, 
Zinna, 13,

Smith's car was making -i 
left turn.into the driveway oi 
Smith's business concern when 
Jeter's car collided with it at 
223rd St., and Vermont Ave. 

Spilled Out
All eight occupants were 

spilled into the street as the 
impact hurled the two cars an 
additional 90 feet.

Mr. and Mrs. George Rack' 
ham, parents of the two young 
victims, told police they wen 
traveling in a car behind. 
Smith's. They were treated for 
shock following the accident.

Funeral services for Jean 
ette Smith will be conducted 
tomorrow 1 p.m. in the Halver- 
sen-Leavell Mortuary Chapel, 
with interment in Roosevelt 
Memorial Park.

Survivors include her par­ 
ents, a brother, Tom, all oi 
the home address; and a grant} 
father, C. E. Brewer of Kansas.

The two Rackham children 
are being sent to Ogden, Utah, 
for burial with Halversen- 
Leavel! in charge of arrange­ 
ments.

U-ISteePT 
Safety Advisory 
Committee Here

United States Steel Corp.'s 
12-man safety advisory com 
mittee rounded out its first 
visit to the West Coast Friday 
by inspecting safety conditions 
and procedures at the Tor­ 
rance Works of Columbia-Ge­ 
neva Steel Division.

The visit to the local mill 
ended a week-long inspection 
of' U. S. Steel operations in 
California. San Francisco Bay

area installations of Columbia- 
Geneva and other corporation 
divisions were checked earlier 
in the week.

In addition to the Torrance 
Works, the. group Inspected 
the Vernon and M a y w o o d 
plants of Consolidated West­ 
ern Steel Division and the Los 
Angeles warehouse of \]. S. 
Steel Supply Division in South­ 
ern California.

Headed by D. A. Farrell, 
safety director, U. S. Steel 
Corp., Pittsburgh, Pa., the 
committee is composed of rep­ 
resentatives from the corpora 
lion's operations across the 
country.

t. H. Kobely, manager of 
safety and casualty for Colum 
bla-Geneva, is the western 
member of the committee.

Don Lasell, general superin­ 
tendent, and E. J. Ahlstrom, 
supervisor of safety, of the 
Torrance Works, co-hosted the 
group during the visit to the 
local mill- 

Following inspection of the 
mill, the committee reported 
to local management

JOIN TITLE RACE . . . lattice Green (left) and Tootle 
Hazel this week joined the contest for the title of "Miss 
Torrance," to be selected Saturday .night, July 27, as part 
of the Ranchero Days celebration. The beauty pageant Is 

'sponsored by the Torrance Area Youth Bands.

One Injured 
(n two-Car 
Collision

One person was injured in a 
two-car crash Thursday at Car­ 
son St. and Cabrillo Ave.

Taken to Harbor General 
Hospital was Vera H. Tuttle, 
49, 'of 1566 W. 216th St., a 
passenger in a car driven by 
Clarence James Tuttle, 50, of 
the same address.

The Tuttle car collided with 
one driven by Davls Rpbert 
Henley, 60, of Harbor City, ac­ 
cording to police.

Henley reportedly was turn­ 
ing off Carson onto Cabrillo 
when the collision occurred 
with Tuttie who was west- 
)}ound on Carson.

'Lucky Lady' 
On Display
"Lucky Lady H", the famed 

B-50 Superfort which made the 
first non-stop flight around 
the world, will be on public 
display as a highlight of Tor- 
ranee's "Ranchero Days" July 
24-28.

The "Lady" has been modi­ 
fied, to permit spectators to 
enter and examine all the in­ 
tricate controls and instru­ 
ments. The ship will be here 
for the full five days and will 
be located behind the new 
civic center.

Weighing 54,200 po.unds, 
two tractors and two 40-foot 
trailers will be used to haul 
the plane here.

Hot Wire
r ,.

Scorches 
Boy, 12

Youth'Good'After 
Fall Into Substation
A 12-year-old Lomita -boy 

was miraculously reported in 
good condition yesbarday at 
Long Beach .Osteopthajc Hospi­ 
tal after he torched a 16,500 
volt wire while climbing on an 
Edison Co. substation. Appar- 
.emUy he was saved'when the 
'fuse blew.

' Donald Reed, 529 Harbor 
Hills, Lomita, reportedly was 
climbing a 12-inch chain link 
surrounding the Edison Co. 
•station which serves the Palos 
Yerdss Water Co. substation 
at 26901 Western Ave. Accord­ 
ing io one witness, the boy ap­ 
parently touched a hot wire at 
the top of the fence and fell 
infeide th<J fence.

Blue Flash
'A caretaker for the water 

company who was mowing a 
lawn nearby saw the accident 
and rushed to the lad's aid. He 
said that there was a blue flash 
as the boy touched the wire 
and that most of the boy's 
clothes were burned bff his 
body.

The caretaker qiiickly cut 
through the fence, which has 
.no gate, with a pair of pliers 
and rescued him. He was tak­ 
en to Hillside Emergency Hos­ 
pital, where he was treated for 
first and second 'degree burns 
on his hands, legs, and body, 
and transferred to the Long 
Beach hospital.

Manager Surprised
G. L. Blanchard, district 

manager for the Edison Co., 
expressed amazement, that the 
boy was not more tiddly burn­ 
ed in the accident.

"We have had cases where 
people were killed with only 
110 volts .of electricity, but 
this boy touched a 16,500 volt 
line. Very fortunately, the fuse 
blew when he touched the 
line," he said.

Blanchard said that the area 
was well-posted with warning 
signs. He urged parents to em­ 
phasize the dangers of the sta­ 
tions to their children.

The boy's distraught mother, 
Mrs. Mary E. Reed, stood by 
while he was rescued from the 
station.

SAFETY PROCEDURES . . . Don I-asell (second from left), general superintendent, and 
I jrJudrtrai (right), supervisor of .afely of the Torrance Work, of Columba-Genev. 
lieei, dSeuss metal sawing safety procedures with two member, ofthe touring U. S. Steel 
safety advisory committee R. 8. B. Holmei (left) and F. H. Kobely.


