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As an annual, perennial and
shrub the Aster is an outstand-
ing garden performer.

The shrub, Aster fruticosus,
maces a fine hillside or dry gar-
den planting; the perennial
Stokes Aster (Stokesia laevis)
can be treated as a, permanent
member of your garden border
and In bouquets it combines
well with other cut flowers. An-
other perennial Aster, the Har-
dy Aster, often called Michael-
mas Daisy, produces a greater
profusion of - daisy-like flowers
than the annual Aster Is is a
fine selection for backgrounds,
combination plantings or, in
dwatf form, rock gardens.

In all these various forms the
Aster is a hardy plant, prefer-
ring sun and requiring only a
minimum of care, says the Cal-

Asters Are Hardy Plah}s,
Outstanding for Gardens

ifornia Assoclation of Nursery-
men. And the varieties and spe-
cles available mean a great as-
sortment, of bloom colors and
forms. In the Hardy Aster clan
there are many more species

and - arieties, blooming in blues, |

pinks, purples, red with yellow
or vrange cer <. Among these
types are the Wonder of Stafa

(Aster Fricarti) and the New |
plants  that|

England  Aster,
reach about three feet, and the
low growing' Alpine Daisy, only
six ‘to 10 inches high,

Stokes Aster blooms in blue,
purplish-blue or white daisy-
like' flowers and grows“to 11
feet. The Shrub Aster grows in-
to a rounded bushy plant three
to four feet high and three feet
wide. Its flowers are lavender
with yellow centers. nd-
able-and k lving - ——and,

In recent years Insects alone
have killed annually more than
one billion board feet of timber
in California,

above all, 'uuy'e to care for —
the Aster will ly serve as
the basic planting’ in your gar-
den.

LOVELY Miss Penny Harris,
davghter of Dr. and Mrs. R. C.
Harris of Orange, Poses with
“The Whistler." Together they
will “be _eompeting with other
eniros i tha forthcoming EIghY
Annval Open Horse Show to be
held ot the Portuguese Bend

Riding Club, Jvne 2nd. and 3rd.

Qalifornia’s forest. industries
employ more than 100,000 per-
sons with an annual payroll of
more than $400 million.

on
the other. Pass through space
adds a distinctive touch, too.

§  WHY PAY MOREI***%

Be Sure to Get Our Price
WE SPECIALIZE

HOMES and
INCOME UNITS

on Voll'r Lot or Rear Yard

Before You Build
Any Type of Modernization
Work or Conversion
We have a complete moderniza-
tion department to build your
room additions, garages and

house foundations.

No Job Too Small or Too Big
© FINANCING NO DOWN PAYMENT
THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE
. WE HAVE BEEN BUILDING SINCE 1934 )

ADD-A-ROOM BUILDERS

Hibiscus Gives

Gardens a

Breath of Tropical Isles

A breath of tropical isles will
enter your garden with the
lush, showy hibiscus. Some
Brow as an evergreen shrub
and others as hardy perennials.
If the climate in your locale
isn’t warm enough for the hi-
biscus, the California Associa-
tion of Nurserymen says, you
can learn to grow the hibiscus
successfully by studying your
own particular climate and cor-
recting it to suit this shrub’s
needs.

For example, If you garden
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 ABYSSIHIAN BANANAS

srnamental banana
trees 3to 4 ft. size

| BOUGRINVILLEAS s s e

1 Gallon
Containers

(NO'RYE)

GOTTAGE
LAWN MIX

there's light frost (Southern
California weather, of course,
Is -perfect for the hibiscus) you
will probably not want to plant
the evergreen species of this
shrub In the open garden. Try
it in sheltered spots — a south-
west corner of an L-shaped
building, or near a solid wal
facing south or west. The wall
will reflect sun and transmit
heat from the building to the
plants. In the colder areas port.
able containers are the right
home for your hibiscus plants
for you can place them in a
warm spot during the blooming
season and then move them to
a frost-free place — a porch or
patio — in the winter.
Neegls Full Sun
Of course, in Southern Call-
fornia the evergreen hibiscus
(H. Rosa-sinensis) a tropical
plant will be right at home.
Here, you can plant it in the
garden. Give it full.sun and try
it In self-groupings or with
evergreens that don't offer too
much contrast.
One of the perennial species
of the hibiscus (H. syriacus)
Rose of Sharon is generally a
hardy grower in all parts of the
state. It is deciduous in winter
and s back in spring,
blooming from mid-summer on.
It should be planted in the sun
in cooler areas, but in part
shade in warmer sections.
The color range avallable in
these two hibiscus species
makes them very worth while
plantings. The tropical hibiscus
features six-inch broad flowers
in single and double forms of
pale yellow to amber, white to
shell pink and rose and on to
vermillion. Rose of Sharon's
flowers are single or double,
hollyhock-like, three inches
across In all the colors of its
cousin plus the bluish-purple
shades. 3
For best blooms, water your
tropical hibiscus often — dally
showers are good and sprink-
ling the follage will help. Main-
tain soll moisture at root level
by thorough soakings. Feed
your hibiscus plants regularly,
too, and in the warmest sum-
mer months provide protection
for the roots and help retain
molsture in the soll with a
mulch of leaf mold. Prune and
pinch to encourage many grow-
ing t_lpu ~— as you do with

HEALTHY
GREEN

DICHONDRA

Per Flat

MOR-LIFE

LIQUID FERTILIZE

R1.50..

GARDEN CENTER

ursery Stack Hardware
CORNER

DAvis 9-2584 Open 7 Day

WE FEATURE A GOMPLETE LINE OF TROPICAL PLANTS

Come In and see our tropical garden display as well as our enormous
seloction ef healthy ornamental plants grown to beautify your garden.

FREE GIFTS TO ALL CUSTOMERS

Hourly drawings en Saturday and Sunday~June 2nd and 3rd
GRAND PRIZE drawing on last day of sale, Sunday,

NURSERY

182nd and WESTERN /
s a Week

une 24th!

Nurserymen offer hibiscus in
many varieties and colors. Very
easy and very popular i{s Bril-
liant, also called S8an Diego Red,
which blooms profusely in vivid
red. A blend of cerise,coral and
yellow in single blooms is borne
on the Kamapuaa and the flow-
ers of Butterfly, a free-bloom-
ing variety, are yellow.

Garden Chatter

By LORING BIGELOW

The steps that I have outlin-
ed above will perhaps save your
turf this summer. Once again,
cut your grass so that It is not
scalped, feed often, keep the
bug population down, and see
that sufficlent molisture is pres-
ent at all times.
h 2

Coleus should be more wide-
ly used as a source of color in
the shade garden than it is.
The plants are available now
from your Nursery and Garden
Supply Dealer efther as rooted
cuttings from flats or larger
plants in pots.
—We- derive color e day

TORRANCE HERALD

MAY 31, 1956 Twenty-nine

GARDENER'S CHECKLIST

1. Fertilize Rhododendrons, if they need it, and
Azaleas and Camellias with an acid plant food as soon
as they finish blooming.

2. You'll get better roses and many more of them
if you adopt a regular program of fertilizing. Ask your
nurseryman to give you his recommendations for your
area.

3. Container grown shade trees can still be
planted.

4. Don’t forget California native plants. Many of
the native shrubs are drought resistant and have great
ornamental value.

5. Watch lawns for evidence of lawn moths—your
nurseryman can suggest a suitable control.

every
from the coleus through Its at-
tractive leaves with many inter-
esting color combinations of
red, purple, yellow and green
and soft shadings thereof. The
plant {tself is:perennial,
is tented to frost. It grows
quickly so should be pinched
back occasionally to_ keep a
bushy form. The fI rs are
rather uninteresting, so should
be kept removed from the

plant.

interesting pot plant for Ige
cooler sections of the patio, or
if the exposure is proper, will
grow well inside the house.

It can be used in very inter-
esting color combinations with
other shade loving plants such
as begonias, fuchsias, ferns,

CLEARANCE SALE |

Special on Table and Floor

LAMPS |
B0 OFF |

Price

LARGE SELECTION

azaleas, and as a foreground
planting in front of taller
plants such as camellias. The
coleus also likes the same cul-
tural requirements as the oth-
ers and thrives very well with a
minimum of care. The plant
should never be allowed to dry

RATTAN
7 PC. GROUPING
club :ﬁ:l.r,":::m'l szogu :

tables, an
cocktail table.

Inc. 3

Wira Costa
Home Shop

200 S. Sepulveda Blvd.

out.

Any shade garden plant grow-
ing where it is cool and molst
is an attraction to snails and
slugs, so keep the area well
baited with a proper snail and |§
slug bait. It is also necessary
to keep # sharp lookout for
mealy bugs on coleus, and as
soon as observed they should
be removed. N

The' plant roots itself very
easily from cuttings, so when
you discover a particular plant
that has an especially nice col-
or combination, you can have
very satisfactory results by
taking tip cuttings and rooting
them in a peat and sand mix-
ture. '

As we go into warmer weath-
er, we should pay a little more
attention to our lawns to be
certain that they go through
the summer in as fine shape as
i8 possible.

It is my belief that the mow-
ers should be raised at this
time, soithat you da not cut

r than 1% inch-

es. By g the lawn at this

can overcome to a

large degree the sunburning

and excessive drying out that
sometimes is quite evident.

If yau have not done so late-
ly, it is a very good time to add
a plant food to the area. There
are many excellent types avail-
able and some contain an Insec-
ticide which will go a long way
into controlling soil pests and
the sod web worm In particu-
Jar. Do not apply plant foods in
a strength greater than four
pounds ‘to 100 square feet of
turf, for If you do, excessive
growth will probably result
with the accompanying fre.
quent mowing.

In many instances, especially
where the seed bed was impro-
perly prepared, excessive dry-
ing out may be experienced.
Remember this — that it is not
the amount of water that you
put on, but the depth to which
this water penetrates. Water
with a fine spray as possible
to avold run off, and do this
early In the morning so that
the westerly breezes do not
blow the water into adjacent
areas,

There are many excellent
sprayers at your nursery and
garden supply dealers, or you
may prefer one of the sofl soak-
ers that he also carrles. If y

use one of these, only open the
faucet enough to compensate
for the flow off through the
tiny holes of the soaker. If the
faucet is opened too far, the
soaker will eventually rupture.

) THE_EXOTIC

Los Angeles’
Official City

) Flower
‘) Reg. 1.49

TOP QUALITY

STEER MANURE

One cubic
foot. Only.........

Largest Nu

Palos

SHASTA DAISYS

1 GAL CAN
IN BLOOM 60’9
PETUNIAS and
DWARF DAHLIAS

IN BLOOM ‘ so¢

1 QT, CAN
IN OUR GARDEN SHOP

INSECTICIDES, FERTILIZERS AND GRASS SEEDI
ROLLER and SPREADER LOANED FREE!

Verdes Begonia Farm

LICENSED LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR

Phone FRontier 5-2447 — 4024 Pacific Coast Hwy., Walterla
(Next to 8mith Bros. Fish Shantv) OPEN EVERY DAY 8:20.5:00 P.M,

rsery Locally Superior ever-green shrub,
large white, fragrant flowers,
spring and summer, sun or

partial shade, reg. 98¢

79

TUBEROUS BEGONIA
, SEEDLINGS
wiDE ¢
SELECTION 1
SPROUTED
TUBERS 3 o “I

~ A COMPLETE LINE OF

BAMBOO ROLL-UP DRAPES -

) BIRD OF PARADISE

3 BAGS
*]00

I¥'s a must for every ¢
every yard. A plant of ea
many uses, bearing an ;i

abundance of fruit,

MYSTERY GARDENIAS

2 FOR

‘149

1

Manhattan Beach .
FR 4-4818
Open Sunday—Closed Thurs.

KEY TO BETTER SOIL

DEEP-FLO
CRYSTAL
GYPSITE

Breaks up the hardest
adobe soill It goes to
work on your soil at
oncel Neutraliz
Alkali — Softens Hard-
pani

MEYER- DWARF
LEMONS

GLEARANCE
AZALEAS

Large bushy plvnnn,

some in bloom!

2 FOR $1.50

For those shady

areas in your

garden. One

gallon containers.

69:
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