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EDITORIALS

Teachers At Work- -~

Next week: is Public Schools Week.

The announcement came on the heels of an announce-.:.
ment by the County Superintendent’s office that at least
15 candidates would be seeking election at the May 18th
Balloting.

‘rhe electlon campalgn will once again {ocus attention
of the public on the schools as nothing else can—including
next ween observation.

Thls event revives the perennial controversy about
control by laymen of t: thods in public
Should political office holders be permitted to tell teachers
what to teach’ and what not to teach? To what eéxtent
should administrators control what goes on in classrooms?
Does academic freedom mean that a teacher- should
be left entirely free to determine methods of lmpartlng
information?

School teachers have always been convenient scape-
goats, Nearly everyone in the republic in which we are
fortunate to live has at ore time or another attended
school. It follows that when someone develops an anti-
social attitude, shows subversive tendencies or holds politi-
cal views repugnant to us, we immediately blare the
school teacher and jump to the conclusion that the.mis-
guided maverickis the victim of a sinister “brain washing” - -
conspiracy that originated in the school room. <

This is rarely true. Actually, school teachers as a .
whole are among lhe most conservative people in our
soclety. They are conformists. Their training and experi-
ence conditions them to “‘go by the book.” It is so unusual
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for*a school teacher to jump the traces and voice daringly
original ideas that-when it sometimes happens it is topline
news and becomes a publlc sensation.

School teachers are the pillars of society. Let us stop
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Barney s Blarney

By BARNEY GLAZER

worrying about them. They are not going to undermine
our civilization. They are sincerelysdevoted to their jobs
and are honestly trying fo make worth-while, patriotic
citizens out of their students.

However, in‘all his hullabaloo the fi pur-
pose of education is frequently overlooked, If our youth
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think for themselves. The imparting of facts, dates, and
teehnical information is essential, but this kindeof hook
learning is useless, and may even become dangerous, if
students are unable to correlate it, interpret it, understand
its significance and use it as the foundation of sound
conclusions.

The teachers we need are the teachers who can pro-
voke students to use their br..as,.A student is not a
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And this is the challenge for the' school teacher.
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By REID BUNDY
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toward the some " 85,
ment of a Jewish state, for 000000 people with agntenthl
the first time. Zionists public- of another 20,000,000 in Africa.
ly called for the eréction of & This powerful coalition was
Jewish state. The grand rabbl set up primarily against less
of Jerusalem tore a’ copy of .than woooo Jews in Palestine,
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« East because of the Orthodox
chureh and the Christian
Arabg: Gregorious, Metropoli
tan’ Lenin: , arrived in
the ‘Middle Hast after the de
fent of Germany and an.
nounced that the Russian
church conciliated its differ.
ence/s with  the Communl:t
party. It must be ¢lear to
reader by now that any set &
ment of  the Palestine prob.
Jem, cannot-ignore the Soviet
Union.
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