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EDITORIAL.S

The Park Refports

The wraps are off the city's new $6000 pnrk survey and,
all in all, it appears to be a most comprehensive and intelli-

gent report,

The proposals contained in the survey call for adding
another 231 acres to the city’s park system, and develop-
ment of present sites at a cost estimated by a professional
survey team to be around $5,000,000.

The need for recreation areas is undisputable — busi-
ness, industry and homeowners of the city can agree that
parks and leisure-time activities can do a lot for the city

and its workers,

The  system employed to develop'the park program,
however, may not be so undisputable. It will affect every
taxpayer in the city--some a lot, some just-a little.

The HERALD suggests that residents, clubs, groups,
and organizations study the plan presented to the city this
week. Copies are on file at the recr‘eatinn department
office, the City Clerk's office, and elsewhere in the city.
A copy may be seen in The HERALD'S editorial depart-

ment at any time,

Residents will probably be called on to vote on the
proposals in some. form in the near future, and they should
study the program thoroughly.

THE fREELANCER by Tom Rische

High Price of Mud

A major crisis arose at a
downtown Torrance office
last week.

Members of the office staff
were afraid they weére going
to be hit right where they
live—in the coffee cup. :

A rumor started circulat-
ing that the neighborhood
coffee shop was going to
start charging a nickel a cup
for refills on a cup of mud.
To add insult to injury, the
rumor had it that, hence-
forth, coffee wasn't to be in-
cluded ‘in the price of the
lunch, ‘

In that particular office,
nothing since the initiation of

the “new look” in.dresses.

caused such a furore,
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The manager of the coffee
shop was threatened with the
loss of the business from that
particular office, and plans
for a coffee pot-for-the-office
fund were made.

“It's just the principle of
the thing” one woman de-
clared resolutely. “It's a little
thing, but it just irks me to
pay more for coffee after
all the trade I've given that
place.”

“I don't mind paying: more
for my hamburger, my soup,
my dessert, and my liquor,
but raising the price of cof-
fee is—well, it's just outrage-

ous,” a man muttered darkly. -

We can renember the good
old days when coffee was
only a nickel for all you

could drink. The excitement’

that accompanied the price
range ‘to a dime reached a
fever pitch and coffee pots
made. their appearances in
countless offices across the
nation,
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Wherever they ar;a. office

workers look forward to their
coffee break to break the

morning routine. Over coffee,
they can catch up on the lat-
est office gossip and hear'the
current jokes.

Somehow, coffee is just
right for sipping while you
chatter. In the good old days,
the waitress used to keep fill-
ing the cup, If she filled the
cup often enough, the 15.min-
ute break often turned into a
half-hour session. Nothing is
more tailor-made for conver-
sations than coffee. Y
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Raising the price on coffee
is far more annoying than
raising the ante on the sand-
wiches. You can do without
the sandwieh, hiit the coffee
is an essential, It's. the ‘straw
that can break the camel's
back. :
My wife and I used to eat
often at a little restaurant,
until the place changed hands "
and they started charging a
dime for each cup of coffee.
We ordered'a $5 dinner and
had three cups of coffee
apigce. When the bill came,
were wére charged 60 cents
for" the coffée.- We never
have been'back to the restau-
rant. It's just the principle of
the thing, not the 60 cents.
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*Actually, when you stop to
think about it, coffee isn't
such a small item in the aver
age budget. Two coffee
breaks means 20 cents a day,
$1 a week, and $4 a month.
Toss in a few doughnuts and
a few. extra cups of coffee
and you're spending a tidy
little sum just for innocent
amusement,

Drinking coffee, like
watching baseball,,is a great
American pastime,

When somebody interferes

“with it, that's going too far,

Remember the Boston Tea

Party?

TIME TO CALL A HALT!

1 CAN'T KEEP
THIS UP
FOREVER !/

‘. Ann

YOUR PROBLEMS by Ann Landers
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She Picked Three Lemons

Dear Ann Landers: You re-
ferred recently in your col-
umn to a “three-time loser.”
Why not try to be a bit kind-
er to those.of us who have
lost in the marital game. It's
perfectly “possible to pick
‘three lemons in a row. I know.
because T did.

Please, Ann, don’t add to
the general misconception
that a woman is beyond hope
because she's had three fail-
ures. . I'm not: proud of my
record but I find myself forc-
ed to “joke” about it or get
into a verbal fight.

I'd like to marry again —
but how? I've learned enough
“#bout life through my bitter
-mistakes so that I'd p a
higher value' on a hushand
now. . ; 0

This is a lonesome life —
with very little alternative.
All bachelors over 35 are a
sorry lot. They're either dis-
gustingly’ egotistical, mama's
darling, neurotic or alcoholic,

The divorced men are usu-
ally spoken for before the di-
vorce. This leaves one choice
~a married man. I know this
isn'f “mice,” in'fact it's frown-
ed on by society. But I don’t
want torenter-a convent and
I can't reconcile myself to
living this way. It’s a tough
world, isn't it?—Three Time
Loser.

Yeah, and it’s going to be a
lot “tougher” unless yon get
your thinking squared away.

Maybe the reason you've
picked three lemons in a row
is because you've Ween pick-
ing In a lemon grove. Peaches
don’t grow there,

A woman who makes such
sweeping generalizations
about ALL bachelors over 35
wouldn’t know an exception

if she saw one, And to as-,

sume ALL divorced men have
a gal picked out in advance is
another mistake. You don’t
even mention the widower
who may have children to
_raise, Perhaps this sounds too
much like work, but it could
result In a most rewarding
marriage.

Your closing thought that
it's either a married man or
a real clue to your unhappl-
ness. Some people find the
world “tough” because they
make it a lot tougher on
themselyes than I necessary,
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Dear. Ann: You have made
indescribable trouble for me,
Ever since my husband read
your answer to the' man
whose wife was such a clean
housekeeper that she follows
ed him-around 'wit a danip
cloth to wipe his hands; life
has been impossible,

You said the woman was
“SICK" and advised him to
revolt, Well, I'm one of those
neat women who like a clean
house and now my husband
is “revolting." This once con.
siderate man now throws his
clothes around and clomps
into the living room in mud-.
dy boots. When 1 protest he
says, “You're SICK, Write to
Landers,” 4

What I want to know is—
how clean is “sick” and how

dirty is “healthy”? If this
keeps up, one morning my
husband ‘will ‘wake up ‘and
NOT smell the coffee—Mrs.
RHD. =
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Dear. Mrs.. RH.D: TOO
clean 18 “sick” — and so is
TOO - dirty. Moderation is
healthy. Meet your hushand
half way and invite him to do
the same.
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- Dear Ann: My fiance and I
are having trouble making a
very important decision. He
just came back from the sery-
ice and we plan to be mar-

«Tied. in August, We've.been
saving our money but  there
isn't"enough for a down pay-
ment on the kind of a house
we want to invest in. x

His folks have offered to
let us have two rooms in
their home, free, for as long
as we want it. While this is a

generous offer I' think we

should pass it up. His mother
is a nice woman but I don't
.want to have her in the next

night. She’s eager to ha‘}e us

and has been pushing the.

offer.

My * fiance thinks it's a
swell chance. to get some
money: ahead but will let me
decide. ' Please advise. — In
Question. !

P e iy

Say NO in your sweetest
voice — wearing. your, nicest
smile, If it's at all possible,
newly weds should have a

place of their own in which |

to make the transition from
Cloud 8 to real down-to-earth
living,

Far hetter to slug out those
first-year arguments. in the
privacy of your own’ home.

Be it ever so"humble, there's -

no place like ‘it.
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;Confidentally: LOVE'AT
FIRST SIGHT: Look again,
Buster, From what you tell
me this girl has checked on
your financial rating.

(Ann Landers will ba happy to
help vou with your problems. Send
them to her in care of the HERALD
and enclose’ . stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelo

room -morning, noon, and (& " Wk materprises, e,
GLAZED BITS by Barney Glazer 3

Turnabout's Fair

I'll never quite lorjet the
lean days of my marriage. To

help correct the financial sit-'

uation, my mother invited us
to dlnner'overy Friday night.
I used to think how wonder-
ful it was to save all that
money. At this late date, I
learn that it wasn’t money
saved. It was money borrow-
ed. My own daughtér is now
:married, -and she and her
husband are eating dinner at
our house eveg l‘rxay night.
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An Englishman married an
Italian girl. His father com-

plained: “Why didn't you '

marry an English girl?" His
son . replied: “The English
girl is forever complaining
that her back hurt, her leg
hurts, her head hurts, ete.”
“But Italian girls also com-
plain about their aches and
pains,” pointed out the fa-
ther. “I know they do,” ad-
mitted his son, “but who

cares?”
Sk P T
My fox terrier, Trippy,
came home from surgery to-
day. Beside report: He's as
sick as a dog. :
wUN TN
Have you ever tried to
phorie soméone at 4 business
firm, only to hear the time-
worn cliche: “Sorry, but he's
out for coffee?" Seems to me
that a coffee break is the
time when an employe makes
a break for freedom. /
ok

No two people are alike
and, do you know something?
The other fellow is darned
glad of it :

* »

Sitting at a bar, a patron
turned to his lady companion
and suggested: “Honey, you'd
better stop drinking. You've

had too much. You're face is
getting blurred.”

k- ek O -
Did you folks arrange the .

match for your child? Well,
all T can say is that anytime
parents arrange the match
they'll have to referee it
from then on.

3 I g A -

Getting back to' my pooch,
Trippy, I certainly worried a
great deal about his pending
surgery. I couldn't sleep the
night before, I couldn't eat
breakfast the next day, and
all the way to the dog hos-
pital I droye as if I were in a
trance. en 1 arrived, I
really had something to wor-

1y ‘about—I had forgotten to’

bring Trippy! =
- s < ¢
Art Ryon, sage on the
surge, recommends a sure
way to get rid of that chloro-
phyll taste—eat some garli
bread. And Art has another
excellent recommendation.
To avoid getting traffie tick-
ets, remove your windshield
wipers, LisLd
b S0 - 4
Mister, if you've been
claiming that you're -infalli-
ble and you've never made a
mistake in all your life, you
should be advised that your
wife made one big one.
*
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An auction is a place where

the buyers and sellers are
sure they got the better of
each other,
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You can tell there are chil-
dren around the house you're
visiting when you have to
wash the soap.
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Ask any wino if he enjoys
calypso and you'll get the
same stock answer—he pre-
fers muscatel,

FROM THE MAILBOX by Our Read

Grades Versus No Grades

Children ‘Bloomed’
Editor, Torrance Herald:

I hate to see the attack
now being made on the grad.
ing system in Torrance
schools, I have seen my own
children: “bloom out” under
{the Torrance schools after a
disheartening experience in
another Southern California
system which used grades,

Two of my children failed
because of bad teachers and
‘were put behind in their

+ classes because they didn't

make “good grades."

Sincé we came to Torrance,
both children have been get:
ting good reports. Their

. teachers have been saying

they really work hard al-
though they don't learn as
easily as some of the “bright”
kids. I certainly hope nothing
is done to upset the wonder-
ful system now used here. I
would hate to see my kids
have to go back to fighting
for grades instead of learn-
ing how to be adjusted citi-
zens,

If you are keeping a vote,
count me as fayoring the sys-
tem now used:

7 'MRS: SATISFIED

" Old-Fashioned Parents

Editor, Torrance Herald:

My husband and I have
been for the ABC methed of
grading from the. start. We

' have ‘two children in Tor-

rance schools: Both of them
started in kindergarten. At
present, one is in the seventh
and the other in the third.

In all those seven years,
we have yet to find out just
Where our youngsters stand
academically.

' Our experience has been
that the question mainly is
whether the teacher happens
to like or dislike the particu-
lar child. If she likes him or
her, she's a doll, she gets
along well with the other
children, she's so polite. But
if the teacher doesn’t happen
to like her, she’s rude, she
doesn't apply herself, she has
no friends, et., etc. s

One year in particular, our
son started ‘first grade with
a wonderful ‘woman who
loves all children, He had a
very good report. He was ap-
plying herself, doing very

. well. 'In the middle of this

.year, his teacher became
very ill and had to quit teach-
ing. The new teacher was a
very fine woman and a good
teacher, but her reports were
exactly the opposite. He was
practically. a brat. Through-
out all this, we still didn't
know if he was passing, fail-
ing, or an honor student.
We are, definitely, some of
those “old fashioned" parents
who prefer the “old fashion-
‘ed” way of grading. I'm hop-
ing by the time the two little
ones who are still home go

" “/to school,” they’ will have

changed back to it, from the
first grade on.
IN THE DARK

They're in the Dark

Editor, Torrance Herald:

‘We are relative newcomers
to Torrance, having lived
here less than five years. Our
first year in T we

‘mest |

therefore forcing himself be-
yond his ability in many
cases.”

This is neither a new
analysis nor is it a good one
for Karl Marx used it in
drafting the educational re-
quirements to be used in a
socialist or communist' state.

Your points on the grading
system all seem to dwell’ on
pupil reaction which is actu-
ally not the most important
problem at the present time.
What is important is the fact
that a large percentage of
children graduating are no
longer able to meet former
standards in reading and

" writing, « which ‘is evidenced
by the raising of standards

for entrance into many major
colleges and the'loud ary of
industrial leaders for com-
petent male and female help.
who can just perform neatly
the simply routine for run-
ning free enterprise. offices.

Grades and competition
must be installed in our pub-
lic schools for the spirit of
competition is the very root
of the American free econom-
ic system, Children should be
trained to accept not only

what they like to do, but

what they do not like to do;
this is necessaty to maintain
a free society.

Let me quote from the
12th report of the California
Senate Educational Commit-
tee, page 79, which is the
sworn testimony of Eric L.
Pridanoff, an ecotiomic of-
ficer to the American Em-
bassy in  Yugoslavia during
World War II. He observed
changes in the school system
when the communists came to
power," He testified as fol-
lows:

“The first thing that occur-
red was the elimination of
the grading system. As I later
questioned some Soviet offi-
cials I learned that . . . their
aim was not just a desire to
eliminate opportunity but
said there is a better way to
prepare students for a social-
ized state; in short, eliminate
competition and:prepare: a
group of loafers so the state
can lead them later on . , .
By the time I left Yugoslavia
they had about eliminated
the grading system entirely,

.even' the ‘satisfactory’ and;

‘unsatisfactory’ ‘system. ‘That
of.course all fits into:the so-
cialist' idea of eliminating
compeition,” - e i
In light of the above pre-
sented facts, we must not de- '
termine . whether our children
shall remain innocent yictims
of a “progressive octopus” or !
advance’in knowledge, which
ig the true meaning of prog-
ress. Shall we as parents turn |

* our ‘backs on experience or '

profits by the ‘fatal mistakes
o&mlen'suro €an countries
hich allowed their educa-
t

experimental laboratories for
power hungry social plan-

mers?
DON CORTUM, DO

Mediocre Leaders? -
Editor, Torrance Herald: .
Dr. Hull and the board of :
education have made an ear:
to fill our

sent our'two older children
to Torrance schools. We had
no complaint about the
schools except that we were
completely in the dark about
the work they were doing.

After the first year, we
withdrew them and are now
sending them to private
schools—at an expense which
I am’ afraid we really can't
afford. But we do not feel we
can afford to risk the future
of our children's education
by letting them slip alon g
through half of the public
schooling without haying any
idea whether they are
Ang anything except the “hap.
piness complex.”

Congratulations to the Tor-
rance HERALD and its edi-
tors for raising this question
publicly.

PARENTS OF THREE

" Is This Progress?

Editor, Torrance Herald;

I am happy that at last
Torrance citizens are begin-
ning to ask questions about
education and the methods
‘now in use for grading,

" T was particularly interest-
ed in the “special study” re.
d to

ain.

schools with the very best
teachers available and they
have done an excellent job, '
but it still ‘remains’ that ‘the '
truly gifted -and oustanding

. teachers are: in the minority,

We believe “progressive
gducation” in its truest form
may work out, perhaps, with

smaller classes and excep-

tionally fine teachers devoted
to their job and work. Let's
be practical. We wouldn't
care to pay what this type of
education would cost. The
people of Torrance would be
taxed to death building the
necessary classrooms—to say
nothing of trying to find that
many really outstanding edu-
cators,
' Frankly, T wouldn't feel
that going back to the grad-
ing system was going back-
wards. We've tried the pro-
gressive ‘system and * don't
care for it, but we've all
learned from it. We can take
the conference idea and com.
bine it with the grading sys-
tem and have a better system
~—& more practical system,
Let's face it, Grades, frus-
trations, inhibitions, and the
like have always been a part

port which was p t

the committee. Who was on
the committee that drafted
this report and what research
material was used in compil-
ing the facts that leds to the
conclusions presented in
your editorial? Just what re.
search material would prompt
a committee to come up with
the “brilliant” analysis that a
child should not “grow with
an attitude of competition

of the feelings we all experi-
ence in our daily lives, They
are an important part of the
mechanism which makes
good citizens, ambitious and
courageous people, Competi.
tion is an all-important factor
{00, in our dally lives, Our
whole American system has
been built upon it.

Where would they have
our youngsters learn to com.
pete in a worthwhile way?

v{onal institutions to become '

@orrance Beraly

We all know the home s not
the place. The athletic field
is nice if your child is so i/
clined, but it is the every da:
use for pratical purposes that™
teaches the youngsters: to
compete in an adult world.
After all, these are not just:
little children: They are little"
people whom we will expect
to.be adults and leaders in'a‘
very few years, ;
Mediocrity has never, and
will never, be the goal of a
leader, 4 MRS, T.8,

It's ‘The System’
Editor, Torrance Herald;

First, let me commend the
Torrance HERALD for bring.
ing this to the light. Although
it’s a little late in coming,
better late than never.

We, the parents, should
have. been asked to: vote ,on
this seven years ago, instead
of a chosen few. We are the
ones who have heen paying
the taxes and voting for 'more
schools. For seven years, it's
been a losing battle. Why
short change us? 2

In 1948, we moved to Tor-
rance and they had graded
report cards. We at least
knew just where our children
stood in their education.

Why wait for the rude
awakening in high school?
When you build a good house,
you begin with a.good foun-
dation, one that can take it—
shocks and all. (Isn't that like
life?) \If they can 'learn to
take it when they are young-
er, they will be so much bet-
ter off in later years.

I also helieve that grades
should be given from first
grade on. From the parent
conferences I have had with
the teachers, I can read be-
tween the lines. The teachers
are doing a fine job. They'
are doing only what they are
told. It all boils down to the
system.

By the way, what ever hap-
pened to penmanship? In our
schools, it's a lost art. I have
three children in school and
that's a lot of typewriters.

MRS. C; J: PHILLIPS

Phony lIssues = = '/
Editor, Torrance HERALD:
In the interest of clatifying
 the incorporation issie in Lo-
mita, the Lomita Civil League
would like to poinit ouf'a few
facts: A
1. Two Torrance city coun.\
_cilmen récenitly camg' ‘ouit
.openly in the papers and ad-
/itted that Torrance cannot
forcibly ‘annex Lomita.. -
;2. There are no._ petitions
ifor" annexation  to Torrance
heing circulated in Lomita; ag
would : he Tequired. by« lawy
‘and no serious ' attempt tq
do 50, " ¢ iy
‘3 Lomita can rémain an
unincorporated county coms
gnunlty forever, under pres-
‘ent laws, R
There' are ‘a small group
’of politically ambitious ‘men
‘in: Lomita who are trying to
deceiye the people with
phony statements and phony
threats about ‘Torrance gob-
bling us up.% They are. try-
ing to push us.into" a high
' tax rate city, so they can sat-
Isty" their own selfish’
with their hopes of beco ing
small town politicians, =~
~ The Lomita Civic League,
with the stipport of many.of
our fine citizens and many
of our civic-minded business-
men, do not intend to let
them  create soft city jobs
for themselves and  their'
friends at our expense. If we
all refuse to sign their pe-
tition, we can stay as we are,
a progressive, thriving, coun-
ty community. It's as simple
as that. O
HERBERT B, BRISBIN,
President, Lomita Civis
League. i

Established Jan, 1, 1914 .
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