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City May Hit Legal Snag 
In Zoning Downtown Lots

: ' • . •• .Mr. ..,..-.,.•. • ' . .

Parking 
Zone in 
Question

The city's move to zone all 
downtown parking lots to re­ 
strict them to parking only 
may have hit a legal snag this 
week in a ruling prepared by 
City Attorney Stanley Remel 

' meyer.  
In a-brief prepared for the 

Council meeting this week, 
Remelmeyer concluded that 
the proposed rezoning of the 

'property to P-l "is probably 
unconstitutional except as to 
those, lots where a written ap­ 
proval is- received from the 
owners."

Remelmeyer1* ruling was 
made after the City Council 
and the planning commission 
had instituted action to change 
parking lots within the bound­ 
aries of the downtown assess­ 
ment district to the. special 
zone which would assure their 
future use as parking- sites.

The planning commission 
held public hearings on' the 
rezoning request in November 
and sent the matter to the 
Council without recommenda­ 
tion, but asked for the city 
attorney's legal opinion.

A third heariiv, before the 
Council will be needed to ef­ 
fect the rezoning,

Consent Needed
Remelmeyer's finding con­ 

clude that written consent 
from the owners of the. prop­ 
erty will be needed. Three 
such consents have been re­ 
ceived, he reported. 
 Eight lot owners protested 

the action at the planning 
commission hearing.

"Young people should learn 1 
all they can about such sub­ 
jects" as chemistry, physics, and 
mathematics," declared W, N. 
"Dick" Felker, pioneer Tor- 
ranee industrialist whose gen­ 
ius made the Felker diamond 
saw world famous, in a talk 
Thursday night before the Ro­ 
tary Club.

Felker, with Sim Levy and 
Jack Barrington, gave a pro­ 
gram made up of reminis­ 
cences of early Torrance. Some 
early history was liberally 
mixed with humor and sagacity 
to entertain Rotarians and vis­ 
iting guests.

Felker, spry and alert for his 
72 years, admitted that he 
spent a good deal of his time 
these days at favorite fishing 
and hunting haunts. But It 
wasn't always this way, he in­ 
dicated, for he spent hard 
yean before achieving almost 
overnight success.

Levy recalled his early days 
In, Torrance and made some 
comparisons on land values of 
today and those of 38 years 

. ago. Barrington' related the 
vicissitudes of establishing 
what is today the flourishing 
Barrington Iron Works.

i' ' ' . (Herald Photo)
WELCOME TO.AMERICA... Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Stenger, who arrived Wednesday from 
Holland, look o'ver some of the canned goods which their neighbors brought'in to wel­ 
come them to America and to their new home at 2438 W. 236th St. Shown are Ann, 12; 
Elizabeth, 10; Stenger; Mrs. Stenger;: Joyce, 11 months; and Ingrid, 14. (storr on p«« : a>

Session Slated 
For Volunteers

First indoctrination session 
of some 90 leaders of the wom­ 
en's volunteer corps for the 
$100,000 general gifts program 
of the Little Company of Mary 
Hospital Campaign will be 
held Monday morning at 10 
o'clock at the Torrance Wom­ 
an's Club.

Mrs. Elaine Tweedy and Mrs. 
Clara Conner, co-chairwomen 
of the general gifts drive, will 
meet with 16 majors and 80 
captains to receive instructions 
concerning the personal solici­ 
tation of more than 20,000 fam­ 
ilies in the hospital area. A 
corps of between 400 and 500 
volunteer workers will under­ 
take the drive, beginning Feb. 
27.

Campaign headquarters Sat­ 
urday urged all majors to con­ 
tact their captains Jo assure at­ 
tendance at Monday's meeting. 
During -the week, the captains 
will recruit workers, with the 
aid of the compaign headquar­ 
ters staff, and preparations 
will be completed for the Feb. 
27 kickoff at Torrance Civic 
Auditorium. .

George W. Post, director of 
the general public phase of 
the $776,000 iun<J drive for the 
hospital, and Fred A. Kraua, 
campaign director,, will ad­ 
dress the Monday meeting, 
which is expected to be com­ 
pleted within one hour, or by 
11 o'clock.

Post urged that any ladies 
wishing to participate In the 
epdeavor call campaign head­ 
quarters, FAirfax 8-8616. The 
effort will be concluded, he 
said, by mid-March.

City Pioneer 
Dies, Rites 
Set Tomorrow

Funeral, services for Lora 
Edith Cusick, 84, one of the 
city's earliest residents, will 
be held at 2 p.m. tomorrow at 
Stone and Myers Mortuary 
with Rev. C. M. Northrup of 
the First Baptist Church of­ 
ficiating.

Mrs. Cusick 'who lived at 
1338 Engracia, came to Tor­ 
rance 43 years ago when the 
Pacific Electric shops were be­ 
ing built here. She was a nat­ 
ive of Valley Falls, Kans.

Members of the First Bapt­ 
ist Church will serve as pall­ 
bearers tomorrow. She is sur­ 
vived here by a niece, Mrs. 
Helen Zamrzla, of 1671 W. 
210th St.

Interment will-be in Forest

Little League 
Sets Meeting 
For Saturday

Registration for the 1957 
season of the American Little

at 9 a.m. at Seaside School 
All boys living within the 
boundaries between the ages

ister. Each boy must bring a 
birth certificate.

League, boundaries are south 
of Sepulveda, west of Haw­ 
thorne to the Torrance-Redon- 
do Beach boundary line, and 
north of Pacific Coast Hwy. 
Homes located on the south­ 
east corner of Hawthorne and 
Sepulveda are also included.

Try-outs will, be held the fol­ 
lowing three Saturdays, March 
2, 9, and 16. Time and place 
for e.ach age group will be giv­ 
en at the registration.

AIRPORT AT BREAKFAST
Plans for the development of the Torrance Municipal 

Airport will be discussed Tuesday morning at the Febru­ 
ary breakfast meeting of the Chamber of Commerce to 
be held in the Y.W.C.A. building on Carson street.

Representatives of Quinton Engineers, who have been 
engaged by the city to develop the master plan, will pre­ 
sent the plan itself with engineering and archectural dis­ 
plays. Members of the Airport Commision will be invited 
guests and Councilmen Willys Blount and Robert Jahn, 
both familiar with airport's needs as officials and as pilots, 
will be asked to comment on the proposals.

Manager Dick Fitzgerald of the Torrance-Chamber urges 
all who are interested in attending the meeting to make 
reservations at once by telephoning FA 8-2814.

Court Probes 
Bail System

Charges that bail money posted with a rJrivately hirec" 
warfant officer of the Torrance Police Department didn't 
reach the, court wefe aired at an informal hearing Thurs­ 
day afternoon. Testifying on the matter before Municipal 
Judge Otto B. Willett at South Bay Municipal Court were 
Jack Gee, who handles out-of-
town warrant service for Tor 
ranee; and a Los Angeles man 
who said he paid Gee the bail 
charges, only to be told at .the 
court later that his bail was 
never posted.

N-J Record Here
Police Chief W. H. Haslam 

said the local department had 
no record of the matter, and 
that Gee had apparently rlever 
been paid a commission for 
serving the Los Angeles war­ 
rant. Gee said he turned the 
money over to Torrance police.

This week's development fol­ 
lowed charges last summer 
that the warrant officer had 
been slow in depositing ball 
monies he collected. At that 
time, he canceled his contract, 
but the. city retained him on 
a per diem basis after revis­ 
ing the method of handling the 
accounts. The case heard 
Thursday involved bail monies

organization.
System Changed 

Chief Haslam said the Tor-

DEDICATION TODAY . .. The first unit at the Hope Evaogellcal Hulled llrcllimi Church 
will be officially dedicated today, with Bishop Ira Warner presiding it (be 3 p.m. riled. 
The church, located at 3343 W. 174th, wu built by volunteer labor and cost about $15,000. 
Pastor is the Rev. Monrad Bergeien,

the accounts had been assigned 
to other duties, and that a 
stricter accounting system'for

was instituted.
No record- of the bail mon­ 

ey receipt could be produced 
by Gee, and the local depart­ 
ment, has no record of the 
matter, Haslam says.

Gee's offer to pay the $91 
discrepancy was refused by 
Judge Willett, Haslam said. 

One of Best
Haslam told the HERALD 

yerterday that Gee was one 
ot the best "skip-tracers" in 
the buisenss, and that he had 
been highly successful in run­ 
ning down violators for Tor­ 
rance and other Torrance area 
cities.

All bail monies due the 
court could be accounted for 
except the one case in ques­ 
tion. Haslam said. He said 
money sometimes had been 
late in arriving at the court, 
but that it was all accounted 
for except the $91.

Further hearings on the 
matter may be held this week.

Cash, Smokes 
Taken From 
Legion Hall

An undertermined amount 
of cash, 22 packages of cigarets 
and an electric shaver were 
takeq by a burglar who broke 
Into the American Legion Hall 
at 1109 Border Ave., police re­ 
ported Saturday.

Investigators said the thief 
jimmied a rear door and then 
smashed vending machines.

In another burglary, B. A. 
Barrow of 18521 Regina Ave., 
reported that someone broke 
Into his barn and made off 
with five parakeet* valued at 
a total of $20.

Croup to Seek 
Santa Fe Pact
A six-man committee was named to meet with Santa Fe 

officials in an effort to reach an agreement on additional 
land north of the present 27-acre civic center site at the 
conclusion of a three-hour hearing this week on the city's 
action in filing condemnation proceedings on 50 acres of 
the industrial property.

The'appolntment of the com­ 
mittee by Mayor Albert Isen 
cl'maxed a session which, was 
marked with charges of bias 
on the part of the mayor, and 
a. threat to call for his ouster 
as mayor.

Named by the mayor to the 
committee were Herma Tillim, 
president of the parks and rec­ 
reation commission; Bert Lynn, 
president of the planning com­ 
mission; John J. Fitzgerald, 
1122 Maple Ave., who had 
earlier presented a petition 
asking that the entire area be­ 
tween Maple Ave., Dominguez 
reservoir, Torrance Blvd., and, 
Hawthorne Ave. be barred to 
industrial development; F. W. 
Mill, representing the Torrance 
Industries Tax Committee; A. 
E. Thompson, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce; and 
the mayor.

Home Owners Opposed
Appointment of the commit 

tee came as a substitute to a 
motion entered by Councilman 
Willys G. Blount Wat the con- 
demnation proceedings be 
dropped. 

. The hearing Vas opened 
with the reading of letters 
from residents favoring acqui­ 
sition of the 50-acre site for 
parks and a letter from the 
North Torrance Civic Improve­ 
ment Assn. opposing the pro­ 
posal.

Manufacturing Co. had decided 
that it jwould not build the 
muffler factory on the 10-acre 
site north of Maricopa hear 
Madrona, which had touched 
off the hearing. The company 
decided not to build because 
of the controversy, ' Stevens 
said he was told.

Plans for Future
Speaking for the acquisition 

of the land were a number of 
residents in the general area 
of the civic center, pointing 
out that the city should plan 
now for the park it will need 
when the city reaches 140,000 
to 150,000 population which is 
predicted in a few years.

Among those speaking were 
Rev. H. Milton Sippel of the 
First Christian Church; Vickie 
Feldon, president of the Tor­ 
rance Art Group; J. A. Beas- 
ley, Mrs. Herma Tillim, presi­ 
dent of the parks anil recrea­ 
tion commission; and others.

Mrs. Tillim said there should 
be sufficient land acquired to 
put in an auditorium, culture 
center, and the park.

"This would not mean an 
end to . the neighborhood 
parks," she emphasized,. 

Opponents Speak
Speaking out against the pro­ 

posal were James Hall, former 
city attorney, who asked where 
the city was going to get the 
money 'to buy the land, im­ 
prove it, and maintain it.

"It would be, beautiful prop­ 
erty," Hall saifl, "but the city 
would wind up'with an invest­ 
ment in excess of its present 
municipal plant."

He estimated It would cost 
$100,000 a year to maintain.

Mayor Isen, answering Hall, 
said it couldn't be done in a 
year, that it was a long range 
program.

Tax LOM Cited
Fred Mill, division controller 

and assistant secretary of the 
National Supply Co. here and 
representing the Torrance In­ 
dustries Tax Committee at the 
hearing, pointed out that the 
area in question had a poten­ 
tial tax valuation of $5 million, 
and that it could cost the city 
hundreds of thousand* of dol­ 
lars a year in lost tax revenue.

He pointed out that the Na­ 
tional Supply Co., which it lo­ 
cated on 34 acrei, pays Into

the city and school district

dollars a year in taxes.
"Increased commercial de­ 

velopment will help the city, 
but it won't mean a thing to 
the school district," Mill said.

His remarks were supported 
by Councilman Blount who 
said the park system should be 
spread around the city, not 
concentrated downtown. 

Property Clouded
"To put a cloud on a man's 

property without paying him 
is not American," Blount said 
in asking that the city drop 
its condemnation suit. 

' Recreation Director Harry 
Van Bellehem substantiated 
the report that it would prob­ 
ably cost about $50,000 an acre 
to develop the property.

Councilman Drale read from 
a confidential report filed with 
the city by an appraiser say­ 
ing that the market value of 
the land at the time of the 
condemnation was $18,500 an 
acre, and the opinion of the 
appraiser that no court would 
render a judgment less than $1 
million for the site.

Mayor Challenged
Drale also challenged Isen's 

remarks that the program was 
a long range measure.

"When you condemn, prop^ 
erty, you have to put the cash 
up," Drale emphasized. The 
city doesn't have a million dol­ 
lars to buy the land, he said.

Drale pointed out that the 
present combined tax rate for 
Torrance is a little over $8, 
and that a recent school over­ 
ride of 75 cents, plus a bond 
issue of $8 million needed to 
develop park properties would 
put the taxes up to nearly $9.

After Isen's retorts to Drale's 
comments, including a state­ 
ment that Drale "can work 
faster than IBM," Drale threat­ 
ened to call for a "division of 
the house," and remove Isen 
as chairman. The threat was 
not carried through, however.  

Isen went on to list his hopes 
for the civic center area, which 
include a central library, youth 
and adult recreation buildings, 
little theater building, Post 
Office, children's recreation 
area, and .stadium.

2 Children Hurt 
In Week End 
Traffic Crashes

Two children and two wom­ 
en were hurt in four traffic 
accidents Thursday and Friday, 
police report.

Gordon Clarke, 6, of 16533 
Casimlr Ave., was treated by 
a private physician for minor 
hurts suffered when he was 
bumped by a car along Cren- 
shaw Blvd., north of 164th St. 
The motorist was Angela Me- 
llvaine, 28, of 18831 Wilton 
PI.

Dean Stewart, 8, of 4309 W. 
J79th St., suffered cuts and 
bruises when his bicycle was 
Involved in a collision with   
car. In front of 4303 W. 179th 
Sti The drfver was Dorothy 
Leinlnger, 38, of 4303 W. 179th 
St.

A two-car crash at Crenshaw 
and Redondo Beach Blvds. re­ 
sulted in slight hurts for Caro­ 
lyn Mitchell, 26, of Inglewood, 
passenger in an auto driven 
by Paul Bryan, 24, of Ingle- 
wood. The other motorist wa» 
Ruben Garcia, 22, of Lawndale, 
who was jailed on suspicion 
of drunken driving.

Shirley McClellan, 21, of 
Long Beach, suffered minor 
Injuries In a two^ar crash at 
Cabrlllo Ave. and El Prado. 
Drive.ri were Ixiwell McClel­ 
lan, 23, of Ixmg Beach, and 
Theresa Fender, 21, of 1410 
W. 215th St.


