
(Herald Photo)CAROLERS ... Even Fido Is joining In the singing In this Christmas decoration which adorns the front lawn of Mr. and Mrs. John de U Haye, 16842 Thornburgh Ave. This marks the third straight year that the Alondra Homeowners have used the festive deco­ 
rations to brighten the Christmas season.

. ' (Herald Photo)HEAVENLY MUSIC . . . Young Kathy Lattln takes a look it the Christmas decorations at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. Hertzog, 18834' Thornburgh Ave. The Hertzogs have fur­ nished a stained glass effect for the windows behind the angel playing the harp. They are part of the annual Alondra Homeowners decorations throughout the tract. ____

$41,000 Building Program 
'4 Proposed for City Airport

A $41,000 improvement pro­ 
gram for Torrance Municipal 
Airport was outlined Thursday 
night by Councilman Robert B. 
Jahn at a joint meeting of the 
airport commission and mem­ 
bers of the City Council.

The program would include 
construction of the controver­ 
sial touch and go landing strip 
at the field, but only after ac­ 
tivation of a radio control 
tower and installation of run­ 
way lights. His proposals were 
received without comment at 
the meeting, and will be under 
discussion by the commission 
next Thursday eevning at its 
regular December meeting.

No mention was made of an 
access road to keep cars off 
runways. ,

Funds Available
Jahn explained that the 

city's general fund had bor­ 
rowed $80,000 in airport funds 
and that an additional $18,000 
had accrued in the fund, mak-

1

ing a total of $78,000 available 
for airport purposes.

Activation of the tower on a 
part-time basis, probably from 
about 11 a.m. to S or 6 p.m. 
each day, would cost $6700 foi 
equipment and $10,000 a year 
for personnel to operate it, 
Jahn reported.

Strip Comes Last
Other improvement costs 

would include about $16,000 
for the runway and taxi strip 
lights and $9000 for the touch 
and go strip.

In addition to these improve­ 
ments, Jahn recommended 
that the city consider installa­ 
tion of an automatic change­ 
over generator at the base of 
the tower to assure an im­ 
mediate source of power for 
the flight control operations in 
the event of a power break in 
the lines servicing the field. 
This would cost an additional 
$4000, he indicated.

Costs of operating the tower 
above that of equipping It and 
paying operating personnel 
would be negligible, he said. 
It would cost about $30 a 
month to supply power to the 
runway lighting system, how­ 
ever.

Bands Planned
The commission and Council 

discussed financing airport 
improvements proposed under 
the Master Plan drawn up for 
the city by Quinton Engineers

earlier this year, and agreed in­ 
formally that about the only 
method open to the city was 
revenue bonds, which would 
be retired by payments out of 
airport income.

City Manager George Ste- 
vens said the income was suf­ 
ficient to support the bonds 
needed, which would probably 
total about $U4 million. A de­ 
tailed study of costs and an ap­ 
praisal of the project would 
be needed to establish the 
amount needed.

First priority, the Council 
and commission agreed, should 
be acquisition of property re­ 
quired to provide the safety 
zone recommended by the Civil 
Aeronautics Assn. Such 'acqui­ 
sition has a high priority for 
CAA participation it was indi­ 
cated.

The city probably could not 
expect to receive any federal 
help on the airport before 
July 1, 1958, and then only 
as funds are available, the 
commission and Council was 
told.

Temperatures

Sunday .................. 78
Monday .................. 80
Tuesday .............. 75
Wednesday ............ 77
Thursday ................ 76
Friday .................... 65
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BOLD GUN MOLL, PAL 
ROB MAN OF $2
Oil Workers to 
Call Meeting

Hopes of settling the National Supply Co. strike before 
Christmas faded late Friday as negotiations presided over 
by Federal Mediator Fred Ferguson broke up without set­ 
tling .the issues involved in the dispute.

Company officials have announced a number of con-
e ng *  Payment, for the 

Chemical and Alomlc Work- heTompany further agreed

emas to pass on the new pro- living index which has been re.

the company was an offer 
to make any wage agreement 
retroactive to Nov. 12,1956 for 
all employes covered by the 
contract who return to wore 
within one week from the sign­ 
ing of the agreement; and pay 
for Christmas Day if the agree­ 
ment is signed in time for the 
workers to return on or before 
Dec. 29.

Holiday Pay
Those employes returning 

between Jan. 2 and Jan. 7 will 
be paid for the New Year's 
holiday.

To assure that insurance pro­ 
tection will be extended to 
cover workers for January, the 
company has offered to ad-

TOT KILLED 
BY ASPIRIN

A baby girl died at Harbor 
General Hospital, Friday, after 
gulping aspirin at her home, 
here.

Chardia Louise White, 20 
months, succumbed to the ef­ 
fects of 140 grains of the tab­ 
lets she ate, apparently in the 
belief that they were candy.

She was rushed to the hos­ 
pital by her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hayes White at 21736 
Palos Verdes Blvd., shortly aft­ 
er the incident Thursday night.

Funeral arrangements are 
pending at Forest Lawn in 
Glendale.

afte... . . f1"* retu h£ ™™n 
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America's outstanding fore­ 
caster of financial events, Rog­ 
er W. Babson, will again bring 
his predictions for 1957 to 
HERALD readers next Thurs­ 
day, Dec. 27. .

Hailed as one of the most 
inspiring personalities in 
American business, Babson an­ 
nually publishes a business and 
financial forecast, always ex- 
ceptipnally Interesting and of 
inestimable value.

Few forecasters have even 
approached the record of ac­ 
curacy compiled during the 
past two decades by Babson.

Last year's forecast for the 
1956 business and financial 
outlook in America proved 85 
per cent correct   just about 
the average he has hit since 
1939.

Watch for Babson's authen­ 
tic report in the HERALD next 
Thursday. . |

Gears for Man 
ivinq Truck

A blonde young woman 
bandit and her burly male ac­ 
complice got more than $2000 
when they kidnapped and rob­ 
bed an oil company employe 
here late'Friday afternoon, ac­ 
cording to police.

Andrew Russo, 26, of. 17519 
Patronella Ave., said he was 
accosted by the pair after he 
entered his pick-up truck in a 
parking lot on the south side 
of Marcelina Ave., west of Ca- 
brillo Ave.

Russo said the man threat­ 
ened him with an automatic 
pistol and growled:

"Move over. Keep calm and
you'll be all right. This gun
has a hair trigger."

, Victim Shifted
The woman entered the cab 

of the truck through the right 
door and the man started to 
drive the truck from the lof 
with the victim seated between 
the two. When the man had 
trouble shifting the. gears, he 
steered while Rosso worked 
the lever. V

At one point, Russo shifted
his hands from his knees to the
dashboard to steady himself
and the wBman threatened:

Itchy Finger
"Do that again and .I'll shoot 

you. I'm just itching to pull 
this trigger."

She apparently had a gun 
beneath the jacket she was 
wearing and prodded the vic­ 
tim with it several times.

The bandits forced Russo 
from his truck at 208th St. and 
Denker Ave, and then drove 
away in the truck. He went to 
a near-by home to summon 
police.

Money, Checks Taken
Russo had just left the Cali­ 

fornia Bank with $2020 in 
small bills and change and an 
unde'termined amount'of

(Continued on Page 8)

About Gravel Operations
Several cases before the Tor- 

ranee Planning Commission 
brought heated discussion 
Wednesday night, but one of 
them was dismissed as a mat­ 
ter not properly before the 
group.

A study of zoning for plant­ 
ing along the north edge of the 
Torrance Sand and Gravel Co., 
brought heated discussion 
among residents of the area. 
C. W. Shepherd, representing 
the firm, explained that the 
area will be used for planting 
to screen company operations 
and to serve as a youth area. 
A Scout Hall now is being built 
there, and plans are being 
made to donate a Little League 
ball diamond there, he said. 
The area includes 25 acres. 

Residents Skeptical
A number of residents were 

skeptical as to the plans and 
complained of noises created 
by the company's trucks.

The petition of Wayne L. 
Nelson, Gardena, for a change 
of zone to build apartment 

se* on property at Redondo 
Beach Blvd. and Ainsworth

Ave. drew fire from residents 
who said they had understood 
that nothing but residences 
would be built.

It was explained that an al­ 
ley would separate present 
homes and the apartments, but 
residents still opposed the 
change.

The matter was held over 
until the next meeting.

A large sign erected by the 
Hollywood Riviera Beach Club 
Gym also came under fire 
from residents, but the Plan­ 
ning Commission declared that 
it had no jurisdiction over the 
matter. Residents claimed the 
sign was an eyesore, while the 
owner claimed it was neces­ 
sary for his business. 

Barbershop Nixed
Despite a number of resi­ 

dents recommending approval, 
the petition of Charles J. Jor­ 
dan, 21905 Aiiza Ave., for a 
variance to convert his garage 
into a barber shop, was recom­ 
mended for denial by the Plan­ 
ners- Planners said that they 
felt such a permit would not 
be good zoning.

A 60-day permit to operate 
Rancho Hillside, a pet shop at 
24333 Hawthorne Ave. was 
granted to M. Solburg, after 
residents objected to the noise 
of animals in the neighbor­ 
hood. Solburg indicated that 
he was seeking a place .to move 
his shop and would be there 
only temporarily.

Plan Held Ovor
Action of the petition of the 

Columbia Broadcasting System 
for a change of zone on prop­ 
erty at 190th and Hawthorne 
Ave. for use as a sports center 
was held aver until next meet­ 
ing, pending further engineer­ 
ing reports.

An adjoining piece of prop­ 
erty between 182nd and 186th 
and Hawthorne and Ash ley 
Ave. also came under study 
from the Planners for commer­ 
cial zoning.

Sent to committee was the 
request of the Inglewood 
Farms, Inc., 3400 Del Amo 
Blvd., for an addition and al­ 
teration to their milk process­ 
ing plant

ALDEN G. ROACH 
... Dies in Pennsylvania Crash

Columbia-Geneva 
President Dies In 
Airplane Crash

Alden G. Roach, president of Columbia-Geneva Steel 
Division of United States Steel Corp., and two company 
pilots were killed Thursday night in a Pennsylvania plane 
crash. Mr. Roach was on his way to the West Coast to 
spend Christmas with his
family.

A twin-engine Lockheed 
with Pilot Roy Hollo and Co­ 
pilot L. T. Williams, both of 
[x>s Angeles, was taking Mr. 
Roach to New York where he 
planned to fly to San Fran- 
:isco.

The 55-year-old steel execu­ 
tive, who was the top officer 
of the Torrance plant of Co­ 
lumbia-Geneva, had been in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for two days 
attending a meeting of U. S. 
Steel Corp. executives. West­ 
bound flights from Pittsburgh 
had been canceled because of 
weather, so Mr. Roach was be­ 
ing flown to New York when 
the crash occurred.

Crashed On Mountain
The plane carrying Mr. 

Roach and the two. company 
pilots crashed in flames on a 
mountainside near Tyrone, 
Pa., about 30 minutes after it 
took off at 6:50 p.m. Thursday 
from the Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport. Witnesses reported 
the plane either exploded or 
was in flames before it 
crashed 90 miles northeast of 
Pittsburgh.

Funeral* services are being

crash victims.
Born In Missouri

Mr. Roach was born in St, 
Louis, Mo., on March 22, 1901.

After attending public 
schools in St. Louis, he en­ 
tered the University of Illinois

and in 1923 received a B.S: 
degree in civil engineering, 
While attending school ha 
worked in various engineer­ 
ing capacities for the Wabash 
Railroad, the Alton Southern 
Railroad, and the Missouri Pat 
cific Railroad. Following grad­ 
uation from the' University, of 
Illinois, he spent two years 
with the engineering depart­ 
ments of the Union Pacific 
and the Missouri Pacific rail­ 
roads.

In 1925, Mr. Roach became 
plant engineer and acting mas­ 
ter mechanic for the Laclede 
Steel Co. at Alton, 111. Two, 
years later, as engineer and 
superintendent, he joined D, 
C. Bowman, an engineering

Formed Company 
Moving to California in 

1927, he became associated 
with the Union Iron Works of 
Los Angeles. This company in 
1929 was merged with two 
other steel fabricators, the 
Llewellyn Iron Works and the 
Baker Iron Works, to form 
Consolidated Steel Corp.

In 1934, he was named vice 
president in charge of sales 
and engineering, and elected 
a director in February, 1938. 
Eight months later he was 
elected executive vice presi­ 
dent and in August, 1941, be­ 
came president of Consolidit-
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