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$1,000,000 HOSPITAL PLANNED HERE

Ruling on Airport Lease
Due Before City Council

The City Council: hemmed and hawed for an hour this week over the status of a
lease execufed last Feb. 23, with Store Properties, Inc, for the development of the Air-
port Triangle shopping center arid wound up only with the names of the principal inter-
ests behind the development firm.

Brought to light during the hour-long meeting last'Tuesday evening was the fact that

All'Ages Gather
For Lions Drag
Strip Acfivifies

Everyhody from Junior to
Grandma takes part in the ac-
tivities at the Lions Drag Strip
at 223rd and Alameda 8ts,, Man-
ager Mickey Thompson told the
Torrance Lions Club Tuesday
noon.

Roporung on actlvities at the
newly-formed strip, T

Benjamin Swig, owner of San
Francisco's Fairmont Hotel and
other sizable properties
throughout the nation, was to
assume the role of prineipal de-
veloper on the lease,

Swig was one of the original
principals in Store Properties
with Dr. Myron Prinzmetal and
Mr, and Mvs. Samuel Genis,
Genis died last September fol-
lowing an auto accident in Los
Angeles,

Seeks Lease Ohange

The matter was brought be-
fore the Council again at the
request of Store Properties who
asked for minor changes in the
lease as drawn last February,
Main change, it was indicated,

told the Lions that things are
going well and that procedures
there are leading the way
among strips In this area. Al
though drag racers include
mos(ly young men, he said,
there are some older people
participating, including a 71
year old grandmother.

One racer at the strip recent-
ly broke the world's record set
ih 1954 by Thompson, with a
speedy 15151 miles per hour
over the quarter mile course.
Thirty classes of races are avail:
able, he said,

Thompson cited a report made
by the Pomona police chief, in-
dicating his bellef that drag
strips help to curb juvenile de-
linquency, According to the re
port, accidents in Pomona de-
creased 19 per cent after tne
strip was initiated, and police
calls on drag racing dropped
from three or four per night to
two or three calls a month,

Safety Required

Drivers are required to have
safety belts, crash helmets, and
many other safety’ devices on
their autos, Thompson said. He
sald that strip requirements in
this line are among the tough-
est in the area.

Great care also is taken to in-
sure the accuracy of the times
at the strip, with certified tim-
ing devices and inspected dis-
tances over the length of the
course, Thompson declared,

. PFuture improvements at ‘the

strip will include, Thompson
hopes, provisions for night driv-
ing and a picnic area,

Increased attendance at the
races s needed to help the proj:
ect pay its way, he sald, Al
though the first-day crowd was
more than 6000, the average has
dropped to about 1600. The
strip pays $600 per month rent
to the Los Angeles Harbor De.

partment,
Nine Lions Clubs, Including
Worrance, sponsor the drag

strip. Members of the Lads, a
car club, were actiye in working
at the strip, and now about 356
of them work when the track
is in operation, although with.
out pay.

News Index

Torrance youngsters give
their ideas on trash slogans
In the HERALD's big slogan
contest. Some of the ldeas of
local small fry can be found
on page 9,

Pictures of the ground.
breaking ceremonles at Hope
Evangelical United Brethren
Chureh are on page 14.

Tartar Skip Smith was
named an AllBay League
back after a poll of the
ooaches, Detalla are on page

(Nhnr features are as fol-
lows:

Sports Risohgasiiiny (5]
Fiditorial i 10
Soclety 12:18
Churches 4
Classified ... 16:19

wasg the of the lease
to Swig as an individual to sep-
arate it from the estate of Mr,
Genls which is now in probntc
court.

Also on hand to state Inter
est in negotiating a lease fov
the property were George Bind-

er, owner.of extensive commen: |

clal property in downtown Tor:
rance’ and Bl Monte, and i
gene Rose, representing Mark
Tabor, development of Lake-

past few years beginning with
the Broadway - Crenshaw, the
first -such - shopping center in
the Southland,
Tenants Revealed

Other tenants which have
been revealed by the developers
include Bond's, Woolworth, J.
J. Newberry, C. H, Baker Shoes,
a bank, cafeteria, jﬂwclry st.mr-

A Thanksgiving Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, since a proclamation
will soon go forth, calling for a National Day of Thanks-
giving, we pause to thank Thee for those to whom we owe

s0 much,

We thank Thee because Thou arf creator and sus

tainer of our life, and when
become our redeemer,

we falter or fail Thou doest

We thank Thee for the Pilgrim fathers and mothers
who established our nation ‘upon the solid rock of faith in

God,

We thank Thee for the men and women who lived
and died to provide a nation built upon the proposition
that all men are created equal and possess inalienable
rights in the pursuit of freedom and happiness.

We thank Thee for all who have given their lives to

maintain these principles,

For those who braved the

hazards of the frontiers pushing Westward to establish
this great empire, in which we live today, the most blessed

and other retail bl

The Council did not hear pro-
posals from other deveiopers
this week, but indicated that
they would awalt a ruling by
City Attorney James M. Hall
on the status of the present
lease with Store Properties

The Council approved the
lease last spring and instructed
the mayor and city clerk to
sign it. Mayor Albert Isen has
not signed the lease.

Suit Mentioned

‘While telling the Council that

he was inm]'epted. in ;’?tllnlnz
e master lease on the 3

e%ty Binder unld “he hid bro ?"é
sult against the city over
leass, At the prompting of his
nsuoclate, Charleu Isaacs, Binder
is t Yo say

wood Center, Both
they would be interested in
making proposals to the city if
the property were thrown open
again.

Swig said, however, -that he
felt Store Properties had a firm
lease on the 86acre site and
was planning to develop it

“We could operate under the
present lease terms,” Swig told
the Councilmen, “but without
the changes requested, it would
delay us if we had to take all
of the negotiations through the
probate court with the Genis
estate.”

Ready to Go

Swig indicated that he was
ready to proceed immediately
with the development to cost
more than $10° million and that
it would be ready for the 1956
Christmas season.

One change in the plans for
the center was announced by
Swig—he said the department
store tenant they were negotiat-
ing with wanted more room, so
the plans have been altered to
include a department store with
215,000 square feet. The depart-
ment store was not named, but
the same developers have put
in most of the new Broadway
Stores which have been hullt in
Southern California during the

Chamber Names
Nine Nominees
InBoard Yote

Nine men have heen selected
as nominees for membership on
the Torrance Chamber of Com:
merce Board of Directors, ac-
cording to results of recent bal.
loting among Chamber mem-
bers,

Four of the nine will be pick-
ed in balloting which will end
next Wednesday, Because there
was a fle for the eighth place,
nine candidates were chosen,
Ballots for the final election
were malled yesterday and
must be returned or postmark-
ed by next Wednesday,

The candidates are five In
cumbents — Donald Armstrong,
John A, Ebbinghouse, Darwin

D, Parrish, Dean I, Sears, and
Willlam A, Zoeller —and four
others C, C, Duncan, Abe

Robinson, K. R, Ruffell, and O,
R. Trueblood,

Dean Sears served as chalir.
man of the ction committee,
assisted by Henry W, Creeger,

that he had discused the lease
with principals in connection
with other matters.

Hall's ruling on the status of
the lease with Store Properties
is due before the Council next
week. If he rules that they now
hold a valid and binding lease,
the situation could be settled
at that time and the developers
given the green light to start
construction on the property.

Second Man
Hangs Self in
Venice Jail

Stanley M. Brummett, 43, of
1542 W. 203rd St., became the
gecond local man to hang him-
self at Venice Jail in:less than
four days, when was found
dead Monday by a jailer there.

Brummett, who had been ar-
rested for drunk dniving, made
a4 noose out of his belt and
threw it over the top bar In his
cell, Another prisoner found his
body and called the jailer, but
efforts to revive him failed.

He had a record of five prior
convictions for drunk driving,
according to police reports,

Last Thursday, Arthur B.
Thomas, 60, of 2537 Via la
Selva, hung himself with a mat-
tress cover in the same jail.

He had been detained by Los
Angeles police on a drunk driv-
ing charge after his car was in:
volved In a collision at Century
and Sepu]vada Blvd«

GRIFFITHS
WILL HEAD
CHAMBERS

L. O. Griffiths, Carson busi-
nessman, was elected president
of the Harbor District Chamber
of Commerce and will take of-
fice next year. He succeeds
Roscoe Sevier, of Gardena.

New vice presidents are Carl
J, Hoffman, of Los Angeles;
Willlam M. Donohough, of 8an
Pedro; K, L. Johns, of 8an Pe-
dro; Wallace Reynolds, of Long
Beach; and Willlam W, Jones,
of Lynwood, Bevier was elec-
ted treasurer, while Iva F, Mac-
Donnell, of Gardena, was re
elected secretary.

The group represents a feder-
ation of 80 Chambers, of Com:
merce, improvement associa

Paul- Loranger, and R, 8. Pyle, | tions, and public service groups.

{

of all peopl

on the face of the earth.

Although we have so much, we pray for one more
thing: Thankful and grateful hearts for what we have,
and ability to press on to ever hfgher and better things,
through Jesus' Christ our Lord. ' Amen.

(Given by Rev. Walter A. Stanton, pastor of the
Central Evangelical, Church, as the invocation before
the Torrance City Council, Tuesday evening, Nov. 22).

Officials Hail
Announcement
0f New Industry

Torrance civie leaders yester-
day hailed the announcement
that Reynolds Metals Co, would
locate a  muitimillion  dollar
plant here on the site of the
old, Pacific Blectric facilities,

“The Chamber of Commerce
v/elcomes Reynolds Metal to
the ecity,” Chamber President
Paul D, Loranger declared,
“We have been working with
officlals for several months and
are pleased to have them here,
We hape to have more infor-
mation shortly on the effect
that thig great plant will have
on the city.”

Offers Benefits

Councilman  Willys  Blount
said, “This is one of the na:
tion's greatest industries and
its location in Torrance
will provide additional employ:
ment and tax revenue which
has been sorely needed here,
This large firm will bring many
industries to Tor-

TV Celebrity To
Head Big Parade:

sidekick, will be grand marshal of the Christmas parade,
Dec. 2 hére, which will kick off a month-long celebration

of holiday activities.

Sponsored by the Retail Merchants Assn. and the

Chamber of C the ex-
tended celebration will feature
a festive Santaland, set up in
El Ptado Park, an automabile
show, street decorations, Christ.
mas programs and awarding of
a color television set,

Parade entries have been
pouring in, 8gt. D, C, Cook, .of
the, Torrance Police Depart.
ment, said this week, Coordi-
nator for the parade, Cook said
many out-oi-town entries have
heen filed but a greater partic-
ipation by local groups ls de-
sired,

He said entries will be taken
for a few morp days and urged
local clvic groups, clubs and or:
ganizations to participate, The
‘parade will begin at 6 gm,

Other Parade Features

In addition to Jones' role in
the affair, such outstanding
groupy as the Huntington Park
flks Motoreycle Corps, Bob
Cole's Majorettes, from Ingle-
wood, the Redondo Rough Rigd-
ers: and the Hollenbeck Boys
Exhibitlon Drill team, from Los
Angeles, will be featured.

Musical groups entered so
far include the North High and
THS marching bands and the
Torrance Area Youth Band,

Bob Howell, Mac McDaniel,
Babe Tapley and Mr. and Mrs,
Earl Foster are only a few of
the well.known riders who will
enter the equistrian division of
the parade,

18 Divisions

Trophies will go to first, sec.
ond and third place entries in
the following divisions: silver
pairs, silver single, parade
horse, best dressed western
man, best dressed western wo-
man, Spanish, Mexican class,
Spanish - pairs, western pairs,
mounted groups, mounted sher-
iff or police groups, indian
clags, fiesta class, best band,
best drum and bugle corps, best
float, best club entry and best
Junlor equestrian,

Santaland at El Prado will
feature decorations depicting
Santa Claus at work at his
North Pole home. The Jolly
Man's reindeer and workshop
also will be a part of the dis
play.

Dealers Present Show

The park display will be the
scene of various Christmas
plays and recitals during the
festive season,

Dec, 2 and 8 local automo-
bile dealers will present their
showcase of 1056 models at a

pre-Christmas auto show, New
'56 models of most makes of
cars will be included in the
presentation, which is scheduled
to be held near Cravens and
Marcelina Ave,

On Det. 9, a color television
set will be awarded at Santa.
land. Information on the award
may be obtained from local
merchants,

Chief Plans
For S-D Day
On Thutsday

Torrance can go through 8D
Day (8afe Driving Day) next
Thursday without a single traf-
fic accident, Police Chief Wil
lard Haslam said yesterday.

“We can achieve the goal of
no accidents on 8D, Haslam
sald, “if we accept the idea
that traffic safety Is an indl-
vidual, personal matter."”

So far this year five persons
have been kiiled in Torrance
as the result of traffic acel
dents. These included three pe.
destrians. one passenger in an
auto, and one driver killed
after his car hit a pole. Last
year, eight persons lost their
lives In aceidents here,

“If every man, woman, and
child in Torrance will keep in
mind that traffic safety is his
own personal responsibility, we
can wipe out the traffic acci
dent problem as effectively as
medical selence has eliminated
some of our dread diseases.

Haslam suggested these spe:
cific safety rules:

1, Observe the letter and
spirit o[ al traffic regulations,

2, Be! courteous to every
driver and pedestrian.

8. Give full attention to driv-
ing and walking.

4. In short, drive and walk as
you would have everyone else
drive and wnlk

Lomita Post Oﬂlcc
To Hold Open House

The Lemita Post Office will
hold an open house Saturday
to celebrate the completion of

rance which will be a big bene-
fit to the city.”

“It should nhe a great asset
to the city,” Arthur O, Otsea,
viee president and general man-
ngar of the California  Bank,

stated, “Torrance 1s indeed
fortunate to have such a fine
firm added to the high-caliber
industries already here, The
plant should he welcomed by
local businessmen."

Bank of America Manager
Dean L, Sears declared, “It s
a wonderful thing for the com-
munity, Any major industrial
plants like this can't be any-
thing but good.”

“Thig blue-chip Indusfry is a
significant addition to Torrance
industry,” City Manager George
Stevens opined, ‘““fhis could be
the start of making Torrance
the aluminum extrusion center
of the area, if not of the
Entire country. If they have 2000
employes as reported, that will
make them the biggest employ-
er in the oity,

+“We have needed an active
industry to take over the prop-
erty and Improve the looks of
Crenshaw Blvd, and Dominguez
8t in accordance with the sur-
raunding Industries, T am sure
the city administration will
offer its fullest cooperation.”

Man Guilty
Of Molesting
Child Here

Donald L. Christensen, 32 of
Los Angeles, was found gullty
of sexually molesting a child
yesterday in Dept. 45, Los Ang-
eles Superior Court and held
over for psychiatric examina-
tion as a sexual psychiopath,

Christensen was arrested by
Torrance authorities last Sept,
3 when he was found in his
automobile with a nine.year.old
Lawndale hoy. The incident oe.
cured on Western Ave, two
blocks south of 174th St

Police say they were patroling
the Western Ave sector when
they noticed Christensen’s park.
ed car, x

The boy was not hurt, ae-
cording to police reports,
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it new building at 22
Blvd, Postmaster Earl F, Fish-
el, announced Monday.

22 Lomita |

—-iuy Christmas Soch-.

L—-W{

98-Bed

Faullty

Will Serve Area

Plans for a new $1,000,000 community hospital fo serve
Torrance and surrounding areas were announced yesterday
by Contractor Howard Miller and Dr. Norman Shafer, MD,

They have purchased a five-acre site on the north side
of Torrance Blvd., hetween Henrietta and Victor Sts., and

will start building in about four
months, with completion of the
first wing expected within a
year, Miller said.

The hospital will be located
in the Vietor Tract which Is
proposed for annexation to Tor-
rance, It is located across the
street from Torrance, however,

Annexation Favored

“I definitely favor the an-
nexation to Torrance” Miller
said

Although a 98-bed structure
is planned, the initial wing will
contain space for 50 beds. Com-
plete facilities to serve the pa.
tients—four operating rooms
for major surgery, one for min-
or surgery, two delivery rooms,
kitchens, and other auxiliary
requirements--are planned, Mil-
ler said, A 10-bed maternity
ward also is planned,

The building will be of a mod-
ern design, planned by Archl-
tect Herman Charles Light,
ATA, 1t will be similar in de-
slgn to the Rio Hondo Hospital
at Rivera. -

Site cnnngod

Council to Get
Proposal for
Parking Lots .

A proposal on parking which
would assure the acquisition of
some lots downtown immediate:
1y will be placed hefore the City
Council next week following a
meeting of city officials and
property owners here this week,

Meeting at the suggestion of
Mayor Albert Isen were several
property owners of the downs
town section who agreed in prin«
ciple to put up money on a loan
basis to start the purchase of
off-strect parking areas until
such a time as the assessment
district is formed,

George Binder, who owns &
large sogment of the downf

Originally d for a site
on Torrance Afrport property,
the plan was dropped after the
city and Civil Aeronautics Ad-
ministration failed to agree.

The hospital was  planned
here, Miller said, because Tor-
rance 18 listed in the State Pro-
gress Report on Hospitals as
being a critical area as far as
hospital requirements go, along

with Covina, Fresto, San Jose, |.

and Marysville,
Hospital Needed

The report indicated that Tor-
rance was sixth on the list of
all California cities with a crit!-
cal hospital need, The city had
only 34 percent of needed bed
space, Miller quoted the report.

A staff of about 80 persons
will serve the completed hos-
pital, Miller said, Dr. Shafer,
now a Los Angeles surgeon,
will serve as medical director
and resident doctor,

The Howard 8. Miller Co. has
built a number of houses in
this area and within the next
60 days plans to start work on
a 48-unit apartment building at
17575 Yukon Ave, at an esti-
mated cost of about $860,000.

$35,000 would be made

sald,

property, agreed
n-atch any funds put ‘up by
other property owners on a loan
basis,

Under the terms of the
posal, the city's §15,000 park) J
meter fund and an additjén:
vail.
able .to the Parking Authority
for the purchase of pagking
sites downtown,

The $85,000 would be on' a
loan basis and would he repaid,
with ‘interest, from assessment
district funds when bonds are
sold.

Burglars Steal $60

From Building Firm

Burglars made off with $60
in cash from the Contractors
Supply Co., Inc, 1820 Pacifie
Coast Hwy., Lomita, W. A, Hor«
ton Jr., told sheriff's deputies
Monday,

The intruders apparently
gained entrance through the
ikvhgh( prying open the door
to the ‘office and the drawer
where the money was kept, h&

THANKSGIVING BONNET .,

+ of Mr,

visited a turkey

farm recently, where

(Herald Photo)
, Wesloy Ann llwll daughter

v Mrs, Wesley Hall, M 203213 Andreo, shows what
the well-dressed first xnulvr Is wearing this Thanksgiving.
Ohildren in Wesley's class at Torrance Eloraentary School

they got turkey

foather. They used these to make their turkey bonnets.

,



