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sembly might pass outlawing the games. It is sufficient to
suspect, however, that things generally aren’t as calm and
secure as they seemed to be a few months ago.

The prosperous looking establishments operate around
the clock under protection of a peculiar quirk in ancient
California law that the right to play draw poker was as
inalienable to a California citizen as his enjoyment of the
sunshine. Only a handful of incorporated areas ever oOp-
erated under the old law and usually those officials who
tried it soon found themselves face-to-face with elements
within their communities that made up with crusading
fervor what they lacked in numbers and economic strength,

Gambling in any form gets the legal nod from few
states in the Union other than Nevada. It is a truism that
legalizing of gambling rarely if ever avoids the fatal con-
sequence of hoodlum and undesirable elements gaining an
upper hand. Corruption of law enforcement officers and
general breakdown of government usually results.

1t will be interesting to observe the procedures to be
followed in this new attempt to storm one of the last cita-

« dels of local option. Proprietors of the lush establishments
have successfully fought off attacks on their precious fran-
chises in the past. The next few months ought to prove
whether these past battles have been in the nature of de-
laying action or genuine victory.

We Play Three Roles

All signs point to continued and even expanded pros-
perity in 1955. Since we enjoy the highest standard of liv-
ing in the world, all of us want to make certain that any
changes which are made in our business system improve it,
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In addition, we want to be sure that whatever changes
are made will benefit us in the three roleés most of us play—
1. As producers: in working for a living, each of us helps
to produce a product or a service. 2. As-customers: we all
buy products and services produced by others.
savers: most of us put something aside in bank accounts,
insurance policies, bonds, or in busiriess enterprises.

As producers we want to earn all we can. But as
customers we want lower prices, more for our money. And
as savers we want as high return as we.can get on our
savings and investments.

A Helping Hand

The acceptance of the task of heading up the annual
Red Cross fund campaign by Councilman Albert Isen, who
already is busy with private business and with business of
the City Council, marks him as a man interested in the
welfare of his community.

Heading fund campaigns is not a glory job—it re-
quires hours and days of work, and Is for the most part a
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The Red Cross campaign, which will open here about
March 1, is one of the annual campaigns to raise funds to
meet emergency and disaster naedu for which funds can
not be obtained elsewhere.

Support of the drive ﬂnmclnlly and by assisting with
the organization and operation of the drive can offer one
a sense of accomplishment and at the same time assure
help for some one in a distress situation who might not
otherwise be helped

Study Period Opens

After weeks of talk and pleasant conversation, the
City Council and representatives of Palos Verdes land
owners who are seeking to annex 10 square miles of the
hill area to Torrance got down to the meat of the situa-
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For the first time since the proposal was first voiced
to annex the area to Torrance, the city has in its poﬂeu-
sion some facts and figures on the proposed develop

Members of School Board Watch
Homes Rise, Eat Another Aspirin

By TOM RISCHE

Whenever a new group of
homes Is built in Torrance,
there are five people who get
new headaches, but they can't
say they didn’t ask for it.

The quintet — Mrs, Grace
Wright, housewife; Dr. Rollin
R. Smith, veterinarian; Dar-
win Parrish, stationer; Dr.
Joseph P, Bay, optometrist,
and Charlton A. Mewborn, at-
torney—are elected members
of the Torrance Board of Ed-
ucation.

Since every 20 new homes
which are built mean an av-
erage of 14 new grade school
students and three high school
students, the board has the
rather thankless task of try-
ing to provide enough new
Schools for them,

The city now has more than
12,000 children In school, while
in 1947 1t had only about 1800.
With building records in the
city reaching astronomical
proportlons, the group finds
aspirin a necessity at the
board meetings, held the first
and third Tuesday of each
month,
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They must consider the pro-
tests of parents who object
to having their children on
double sessions, but can only
nod sympathetically. The chil-
dren of Mrs. Wright, Dr.
Smith, and Mewborn, and Par-
rish’s grandchildren all attend
local schools, while Dr. Bay's
children will soon enter school.

With the ald and advice of

which can be used in arriving at a decision. The Cotncil
and school officials rightly have been cautious about the

Now, with the plan submitted by the land owners,
city and school officlals, businessmen, civic leaders, the
Chamber of Commerce, Tax Industries Committee, and
‘others have something to indicate what can be expected
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Super { J. H. Hull, As-
sistant Superintendents Em-
met W. Ingrum ,and Albert
M. Posner, and other admin-
Istrators, the board has the
following dutles:

1. It may hire and fire
teachers and other employees,
as well as contract for nec-

essary goods and services.
They must make arrange-
ments for the construction of
new schools and adlitions to
existing facilitles after deter-
mining the need for them,
Since 1947, when the district
was created, the number of
teachers in the district has
quadrupled, while the budget
—now at a record $3,667,912

~—has grown nine times. Dur- .

ing that same time, the school
population grew nearly seven

times.
* K K

When the district was cre-
ated, the board had to worry
about four elementary schools
and one high school. Since
then, ten grade schools and
an administrative unit have
been bullt, while three more
elementary schools and a high
school are In the “process of
construction and several more
are planned, Ten additions
have been made to existing
facilitles.

2. It may call elections on
additional bonds, tax increas-
es, or boundary decisions, as
well as provide for its own
election.

Since It was founded, more
than $9,500,000 in bonds have
been provided, with an elec-
tlon set for $5,000,000 more
set next May 10. A recent
case involving a boundary de-
cision was the annexation of
part of the school district —
El Nido — by Redondo Beach,
This has led to long negotia-
tions between the two boards
of education,

3. It may levy taxes for the
support of the district.
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Under the law, the board
may levy 90 cents taxes for
elementary schools and 75

if the area is-brought into the city.

The real study period has just begun, and no decision
on the proposal can or should be expected until all the
facts have been weighed.

By JERRY CAHILL

cents for high schools, Addl-

LAW IN
ACTION

tional funds may be obtained
through bond elections,

4. It may make reasonable
rules and regulations for gov-
ernment of pupils and employ-
ees,

5. It may determine what
courses will be included in
the educational program, and
what ‘textbooks will be used.

State law requires that cer-
tain courses be taught in Cal-
ifornia schools, but beyond
that, local boards are free to
decide what kind and how
much of such things as home-
making or football may be
taught.

6.'It may condemn needed
lands to build new schools.

7. It may determine its own
methods of procedure,

This Includes time and place
of the meeting and methods
of selecting new members,

* A K

8 It may review its own
actions, program, or anything
which it has established.

In a sense, the board has
semi-judicial powers, although
courts may review its acts.
Except In cases of obvious
abuse or injustice, courts lel

~dom interfere.

The School Board Is su.

“"preme In jts own sphere. It

is beyond the control of the
City Council or any other
body, except such regulations
as are made by the state and
federal governments. Citles,
however, must handle school
traffic problems,

*
Its members are llable, both
Individually and as a group,
for Injurles to students ' or

others using school property.’

Speclal insurance for board
memberg provides for such
casges, even when an Irate par-
ent decides to punch a board
member in the nose,

All meetings of the Board
of Education are open to the
public, except when person-
nel matters are being dls-
cussed, The meetings usually
are attended by a few teach-
ers, PTA leaders, and a HER
ald reporter.

Dean of the present bonrd

LTy,

can style, was given by Au-
thoress Esther Warner of Cos-
ta Mesa last week when she
told members of the County
Library staff that Liberian'
husbands regularly beat their
wives. Many just pick up a
handy stick and flail away,
she reported. However, more
thoughtful and tender hus.
bands use beautifully decor-
auq leather thongs to do the
Jjob."And we brag about our
state of civilization.
* K K
A wonder drug announced

s
win mak'o the mortals sing.
Instead of “helping aches and

ns, s
i+ It doesn’t cure a thing.

K K
When a San Fedro police
officer stopped a Torrance res-

" ident to write a ticket the

other day, he got more than
he bargained for. Stopped was
a seaman -who llves at 1787
Calamar St. His name |is
Kaupakanuikaanaana Keluku-
I

DA A 4
Our remark earlier this week
that many of Torrance streets
were named after women
prompted some anonymous
writer, presumably male, to
drop off a list of streets
which perpetuate the more
masculine names, According
to our friend’s list there are
such streets as Adolph, Bar-
Corwin, Dalton, Den-
nis, Elliott, Francisco, Hamil-
ton, Hendrick, Huber, Jeffer-
son, Knox, Lawrence, Leonar-
do, Lincoln, Manuel, Meyler,
Milton, Mullin, Newton, Ree-
se, Reynolds, Roberts, Samuel,
Taylor, Ward, Weston, Wilkie,
and Woodard. (Alphabetical,

yet). v
LR °4
In case you are still inter-
ested in streets, Harbor City
has a President, Governor,
and Senator as str;;et names.

As for street names, I like
the way earlier Torrance sub-

+ dividers laid out streets west

of the downtown section.
Starting with Acacia, the
streets are named after the
trees planted along the park-
way and are in alphabetical
order. There are Acacla,
Beech, Cedar (now Crenshaw)
Date, Elm, Fern, Greenwood,
Hickory, Lris, and Juniper.
Along Sepulveda Blvd., streets
take on the names of fruits.
There are such streets In that
area as Olive, Orange, Plum,
Apple, etc.

is its president, Mrs. Grace
Wright, who was one of the.
original members of the com.
mittee which successfully
worked to separate Torrance,
schools from Los Angeles ju-
risdiction in 1047.

Active In the aréa's school
affairs, she has served as
president of the South Bay
School Trustees, as a mem-
ber of the executive board of
the Los Angeles County
School Trustees Assn., and as
a member of several state ed-
ucatlonal committees.

)

Dr. Smith joined the board
In 1950, while Parrish became
a member In 1053, and Dr.
Bay and Mewborn were elect-

ed in 1054. Board members
are elected for fouryear
terms,

Although school board mem-
bers are unpald members feel
there are many compensations
for their service, )

Mrs. Wright summed it up,
saying: “I believe that local
control of a school system s
much better than state con-
trol. I have enjoyed helping
to bulld the Torrance School
System, It has many head-
aches, but it is a wonderful
experience.”

time, It is very likely that
1955 1956 will sce the end of
most colonial power, wherever
it 1s not wanted, especially
in areas adjacent to those
where self-government is to-
day a reality. The unfortun-
ate thing about it all is that
Communism Is receiving the
most credit for fdrcing the
issue. At least that's what
colonial peoples tell you on
the spot.

The present unmistakable
crusade for freedom of colo-
nial peoples is not Communist
inspired, Communism simply
recognized the vacuum and
moved in to fill it, while the
Colonial powers fought for
dear life to hold on to empire
at any cost. One by one they
lost and they are losing to-
day in every colonial area of
the world. This is not to sug-
gest that colonialism has been
all failure. On the contrary,
Western powers brought much
progress In centuries of civil-
ization, But progress suggests
betterment and what greater
betterment can be achieved by
any people than freedom and
self-determination, at the point
where faith, education, will
and know-how can join hands
to assume the responsibility
of self-government. The Chris-
tian missionaries for genera-
tions have been leading the
flocks of colonials to the
present crossroad of thelr des-
tiny.

The Hungry Colonial Millions

On our annual trips around
the globe, the world we see
in the colonial areas of a bil-
lion people, is a sharp con-
trast of luxury and appalling

™ hunger and misery. The few

Americans who penetrate the
backward areas see things
which are not apparent to
the tourist sightseeing in Del-
hi, Karachi, Cairo, Bangkok,
Saigon and Singapore.

It is an incredible fact of
our time that:

Most people In the Near
East, Africa, Asla will go to
bed hungry tonight.

Most of them never saw
a doctor, or a nurse, or a
hospital.

Most of them can't read or
write.

Most of them have no con-
ception of freedom or liber-
ty.

Most of them live in ap-
palling poverty—literate star-
vation.

Most of them never heard
the word democracy, or dig-
nity of the human soul,

t of them never saw
an automobile, a radlo, or
pushed a button to throw
on a light.

Most of them mistrust the
white man for sound or un-
sound reasons,

Most of them belleve
that capitalism 1s synonymous
with exploitation,

Most of them show amaze-
ment at magazine pictures of
life In the West,

Most of them are becom
Ing bewildered at their pllght
and will follow the devil him-
self If he promises even a
small allotment of food., This
Is one vacuum that Commu-
nism has been fllling quietly
on the level of the individual,
while we have poured bllllons
on the level of government
and top Industry in the non-
colonial areas,

Among these billlon coloniat
people there exist a few thou-
sand of educated colonlals,
with legal degrees from Ox-
ford and Columbia, who have
seen automoblles and TV and
who, for selfish or unselfish
reasons, want self-rule for
thelr people and a chance to
take thelr place in the fam.
ily of nations of the world.
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2 0 areas, I returned to the Un- Colonial Showdown In 1955

. The death knell of the legalized poker palaces in near- SPOTUG ited States with at least one In a },m‘!.l] ,m:,.k,,, at Ja-
by Gardena may or may not be sounded by Governor By REID BUNDY consistent report: That Colo- ll<,:1kll':|;r:e l(l::”r:‘m gﬂy]ﬂn‘:rrsn;"
Knight's announcement he would sign any bill the As- nialism Is finlshed as a pol- ma. Indonesla . . . ‘agreed by

+ A note on civilization, Afri-  jcy of any government for all .y an Asia-Africa conference

next April, on some 30 Asia
and Africa nations, to “solid-
ify mutual jnterests.” Among
those Invited are; Red China,
Japan, Thailand, Philippines,
North and South Viet-Nam,
Laos, Cambodia, Liberia, Ne-

pal, Afghanistan, Ethiopia,
Egypt, Turkey, Iran, Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Ara-

bia, Jordan, the Sudan, Cen.
tral African Federation (South-
ern and Northern Rhodesia
and Nyassaland) Yemen, the
Gold Coast countries, Notably
excluded from the list are For-
mosa, Australia, New Zealand,
North and South Korea, Is.
rael and Russia. It appears
that the ‘“colonial powers”
were purposely excluded . , .,
and former or present colo-
nies included.

What makes this Asla-Afrl.
can conference in April sig.
nificant is that it is the first
one in history which excludes
Western powers, It Is In real-
ity an Asia-bloc . . , a neu.
tral bloc between Communi
and Capitalism, between th;
United States and Russia , ,
which {8 convinced that co-
existence is the better alter-
native to atomic war. The
subjects of the Asia-African
conference in April reveal the
whole purpose and, reason of

the meeting: “To discuss
problems affecting national
sovereignty, i lism, colo-
nialism” “U. S, inten-

tions In Formosa, Korea” .. ,
“French intentions in South
Viet-Nam and North Africa”
. . . “Dutch intentions in New
Guinea” . . . “British inten-
tions in Cyprus” ., . . and
practically the intentions of
all colonial powers toward the
future of their colonies No
mention is made of any dis
cussions of Russian or Red
Chinese imperialist intentions.

Within a short time I will
tour again these hot spots
around the world for my an-
nual close-up of events. It
would be no pre-judgment on
my part to suggest that I
can see the handwriting on
the wall all the way from
here . . , that colonial peo-
ples are surging out - of colo-
nialism -into a world power,
for better or for worse, for
the first time in hNoly
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THE FIRST NEGOTIABLE ' as he owed the shocmaker, X )
INSTRUMENT One day the merchant got
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Once upon a time we traded
by barter. Then we used
shells, beads, salt, tobacco,

Later, we used coins backed
by some well-known prince or
state, Colns gave us values in
terms of price. But carrying
colns around was risky. Rob-

bers, you know.

But in the Middle Ages Ital
lan merchants found out how
to transfer money values
without moving coins. Their
idea spread in Europe, and
we now use their invention in
the forms of checks, drafts,
b:ndl. mortgages and  the
like,

The Itallan merchants had
invented negotiable Instru.
ments—slips of paper—orders
or ﬂmmlm to pay on sight
or later, Y

Traders then could outwit
robbers, A story told of Robin
Hood shows how:

A London merchant, they
say, was robbed each time he
sent his messenger through
Bherwood'\Forest with money
on the way to Scotland, !

The merchant owed money to
a Glasgow shoemaker, He al-
#0 had a friend there who
owed him same amount

an (dea; he sent another mes-
senger. Again, Robin Hood
held him up, But this ttme,
no money, The messenger had
only a slip of paper. 8o Rob-
in Hood let him through.
What did the paper say? It
Lold the merchant's friend to
y the shoemaker the mer-
chAnt’l bill, for which the
merchant would cancel his
friend’s debt, The shoemaker
got his paper, showed it .to
the merchant's friend, signed
his name on the back, and
got hls money,
The paper was a negotiable
Instrument—an order to pay,
No money passed through

* Bherwood Forest, Yet three

men had exchanged its value!
Two debts were pald. And
only goods and paper, passed
between London and Glasgow.

To make such deals safe a
new body of law grew up.
New courts arose to enforce
the terms on the pleces of
paper,
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