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By THE LOS ANGELES
COUNTY MEDICAL ASS'N
“Antibiotic” is one. six-bit sci-

entific word -which_is in the
vocabulary of nearly every mod-
ern American. Many laymen
aren’t clear, however, on what
an antibiotic is, and the general
tendency is to regard them
a sure cure for falling arch
T falling halr and everyihin,
between them geographically.
The antibiotics are “wonder
drugs” sure enough; a wholc‘
new era b(;,vun ln medicine a.ndl
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fully and sensibly if man is
to receive maximum benefit
from the wonders of them.
All of the more recently de-
veloped antibiotics are derived
from a sort of dew which oc-
curs on mold growths of vari-
ous kinds. They are used to
combat diseases caused by bac-
teria and quly by viruses. In
general, they are effective
against many types of bacteria
and a few types of viruses.
Penicillin was the first anti-
biotic and still is the most wide-
ly used. It hits at a wide r::mgel
of different bacteria, but it is}
not effective against _viruses.
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