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FATHER OF THREE IS CITY’
FIRST AUTO VICTIM OF ’54

(Average 9 lssues Per Morith)

| Slams into Tree
For First Death
. Torrance’s first fatal auto sc- |’
refdent ~in 11954 ‘claimed the life
of a 33-year old Redondo Beach,
father of ' thrée ' whose ‘auto
slamined into a tree at Del Amo
' land Hawtiorne Ave. v.-axly Mon-
day.

Déad was John L. Brekke,
of 2610 Ralston Lane, Redondo, |
‘| whose auto was crumpled again-
st the nuge Eucalyptus tree at
the accident scarred intersection.
Eonn " Police Officer H,- B, Ingram,
DONALD E. RICE . €, €, MORGAN who investigated the early’ morn-
+ + « Moving Up North « o + Néw Columbia Boss ing crash, said Brekke apparent-

ly went o sleep, allowing the car
to zoom out of  control. - The

¢ ' Reginald Griffin, who has from hed and, without the! iy
paralyzed from the waist down|aid of braces, slowly dragged N w n auto struck the tree wwith such
| since. infancy, awakened Mon- | himself through four rooms of force that a crowbar wwas need-

day morning to see his sister,/the hous¢; on hands’ and knees, ed to pry the wreckage loose so|
the victim could be removed.

Diana, engulfed in flames, Her|in pursuit of the hysterical girl. (']
dress had ' caught fire from an| <He finally ‘caught her in® the 4 ‘|He 'was pronouncéd  degd yon
front room and smothered the arrival at Harbor General Hos-

. " Herald Photo

FAmR 'AND HERO'. ., Leom\rd Grlﬂln checks es
of his son, Reginald Grl!ﬂll. ‘19, who ‘erawled an his hands
and knees to help his sister, ‘Diana, 5, whose_nightgown
was ignited by a heater. Béginald ls paulyzed from ‘the
walst down as the relult o( a polio nttIck M luﬂered
. when' 18 monﬂui old.

of Sister, 5

A five-year-old girl was clinging grimly to life yesterday|
afternoon, and if she wins the battle it will be due to the
heroic efforts of her 19-yearold brother, a polio. victim, who
forced his paralyzed body to answer his sister’s desperate cries
for help after her dress caught fire Monday morning in the
family home, at 193rd St, and¥
Western Ave. The polio victim pulled him-

electric heater,
! flames by wvolling her on thel o, pital. ¢
% floor, The girl and her brother| C.C. Morgan, assistant gen-tia Stecl at Pittsburg in 1939 |" An employee of Douglas: Afr-
o nr g e lc e “~“were~ then rushed to-Harhbor|cral superintendent of the Pitts.|after six years Navy service. ' |craft Co., Brekke was enroute ¥
Y £ . He was named works indus-/to work -at the-time of the ac.

General Hospital, where Diana|burg planf of Columbia-Geneval ;
2 5 ig fighting for her life against|Steel, has been gen-|trial in 1941, and Serv- Efé'n%cel;:snlag\;%'xlﬁpf';ﬁby};:
Iw o pen thitd degree burns that cover|eral superintendent of the Tor-led again with the Navy dur- for neasly three yehrs,

40 pers cent of her body., The|lance Works to succeed Donald ing  World War 1II, ‘achieving| “Funeral services will be held

girl was in critical condition but|®. Rice who will assume the|the rank of commander, at the Stone and Myers Chapel

paks 1q/top job- at the Pittsbury t, g : ;i
“onday “0rmng still living at 4 pfn, —Heraid 8 plant, Upon his return to PIttsburg|nere tomorrow afternoon at 2.| 'y oNpry GRAVE . . . Pnblng s, Iobly) FEYe 00 s wldomiied medis -Whiove) Pacltlo':
were led to the spot by Jimmy “Iex’ Cottrall (upper left)).
Wik

(Hind it was announced this week. |Morgan was assigned to the
'Vlnoent Thon Kby tw Omcl “dp' Rice has been super!ntendent newglheet and tig mill as su- g‘m]ﬁ:dﬁ v:-hec .sgl‘:g;l;son il :)l:lh urahptzlca :‘f)f'::e A5, mmu 9 oy peerpl
here since he succeeded Otto|perintendent—cold reduction, and Suryiving are his widow, June n’lgﬂm‘nlum ;'Mlt:‘l; ﬂ‘:. ve) Sgt, Peroy Bennett and Deputy Sheriff

5. oAl Rad - Grosg h"Kl'eﬂ!e on his retirement twotn 1949 became and three Larry, 11;

e t oomple!.a‘,aum mhm&l&n o

service ' for Torrance reaidents leased almost"20- pints of-blood Vears ago. sheet ﬂnlahln 4 !zlter fie-was

would e avallable to Torrance|to be used for transfusions for|" Morgan, who ' will take over L SR bawayte ) SHL VO,

area residents at the Depart-|the girl Her brother was-taken herc—Fob. 1, i ~|planthere,has—been —appointed e e on ou“ I ers
ment of Motor Vehicles' new|to Harbor General Hospital also|the United States Nnvnl"Acade- Rice, will replace J. 17. Mc- assistant  general manager uf

branch at 1817 .Cravens Ave.|with slight burns on the arms|my at Annapolls, Md., in1933|Call at Pittsburg as' general. su- lons for the Ci

heglnnlng At 8 amy next Mon:|and hands. started in his career 'as an|perintendent. MeCall. rormer as-(neva Steel division of Unued

day, Jan, I was awakened by my fa-|industrial engineer wlth Colum:|sistant ‘of thelStatés Steel, e leve to e tlmer
" v - d

The case of the bones will bly go down in hlstory as Just that,

"The mew branch will be openither. and had just dozed 'off
f]rom Sf I'.:: l:'.:‘elkﬁ l)?(':“n ;‘“’3 again when I.heard another sis-
day o " 'y Shirl a1, |
through Friday. It will be open g:d," R:;Kmﬁn:am.' g
;‘:l s::“‘;“mypl:“‘:r:l:&' r‘l':;;u?_‘ “I looked up. and saw little
m:', m oy Diana's. clothes in flames, I

The skeleton of a man found above Pacific Hills Jim
of 2614 Brian Ave, and Jimmy Cottrall, 16, of South Gate, proved to bo nnthlng recent when
police officers dug up most of the remains Sunday morning,

With shovels and hiking boota, Chief Willard Haslam, Sgts, Percy Bennett and: John

Mautrl and Deputy Sherifft

& ted, to her to come to me|

Assigned as manager of the|fhou

now office Is Leayitt Tudor Jr(Put: she ran u‘:“‘ of “ the ; room| William Carlberg were led into

who 1s ' bein here|30d o house! the hills by Coftrall, who had
found a man's leg bone and a|

rhoe containing remains of a
foot in the hills Saturday eve:

ning.

Site Checked
Sergeant Maestri and Reserve
Captain William King checked
/|the spot late Saturday but put
off digging up the area until
daylight Sunday,
Appearance of the bones and
of items found with them indi-
cated that the body had been
there for many years—possibly
as many as 40,
Found were two nickels, one
dated 1899, and one dated 1867,
Also dug up were a set of false
teeth, a wine bottle, an old
[compass, and the skeleton, No
skull, rvight arm, or right leg
were found,
Chlef Haslam nahi yéesterday
that he would send the  hones
in to the crime lab in the near
future to let them see I they

from the H%lywood office, He| Reginald immediately dragged
will ‘have four p:rmnnent em-(himself from bed and began
ployees at present, ' (he agonizing pursuit of his ter
Autos Only . Now = o .
Complete motor vehicle servioe,**" ateickan-—-slater, 'l" couldn’t
including examination for driy-|follow her fast enough," he said,
ers' licenses, will be Inaugur:(“so I got down on my hands
ated at the branch of Feb, 8,and knees and crawled through
Tudor sald, The office will han-|four rooms after her, I got to|
die only auto registrations un-|her when she ran ngalmt a wall
til that time, in the living room.”
Assemblyman ' Thomas, = com- ther Hears Cries
menting on the new branch of| The girl's father, Leonard Grif.
D. opening here, said; fin, 47, who works for American
e new Torrance office of(Rock Wool Corp, here, and his|
DMV i8 being established|wife, Mrs, rothy Griffin, 43|
after careful study of theneeds|were preparving breakfast in aj
of the community. It 'has been|trailer at the rear of thesmall
clearly shown that & part-timefhouse when the tragedy ltruok.
drivers' license service alone Is|Attracted by cries from the
not sufficlent, The convenlence |liouse, the father rushed in and
of Torrance residents i8 the rea-[lielped his son smother the
#on for opening this branch of-|tiames. He then took both to
fice of the deparument to offer|Harbor General Hospital, ;
such services on & full-time ba| Reginald {5 employed as a ra-|
CIER dio adjuster at Northrop Al
The bullding at 181% Cravens|oraft, He wears braces on both could determine anything about)
Ave, which i8 just east of the|egs when walking and is us: them, P
l"luphonn office’ between Post|ually alded by a pair of crut:( DEATH OAI .+ + Auto of John L. Brekke, 33, of Redondo, shows force of impact which “I'm sure it won't solve any| REMAINS INSPEOTED , . . Acting Police Chief Willard
leased| ‘hes, He was'stricken with po| took his life heve early m- The deatr of Breklke was the fined Tu Fwivance streets |crimes that ave bothering us,” he| M. Hag™m Inspects the human bones and compass found
o when 18 months old. ; tik * lquipped. by hiking boys above Facifio Hills Saturday evenlng,




