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Niggli, was given a “superior”

'es08,” a comedy by Josuphlno

The victorious group was pre-
sented with the Governor Earl
Some 80 high schoolu and 300|Warren trophy, stage equipment,

in theland a' two-year scholdrship to
|tournament, . which ran from|the Pasadena Playhouse College
Monday through Wednesday,|of Theatre Arts for the senior|
and a winning group was chos-|/who is adjudged most worthy!

Students Win Award

Torrance High School fnadejen each eveninge The Torrance by Torrance faculty members.
histrionie history last Tuesday|High: play, “Sunday Costs Five
evening when their group of
players captured top honors in|pating' the highest awarded by

the 20th annual Pasadena Play-|the judges.
houst State One-. Act Play tour-

Cast of the play included Lenis

Smith, Babs Whitley, Yolanda
Goldsmith, Jan Desmond, and
Delores McCollum. Faculty di
rector ‘was L. L. Bereskin and
student director was Hnrrv
Frahlich.

The stage crew was compos:
ed of Don Sciarrotta, David
Haffner, Bob Hopkins, Warner
Smith and Al Legus; and the
prompter was Dee Schumert.

SIX-YEAR OLD BILLY HIATT
.. . Prays He'll Get His Pony Back.

' '\laluable Jewels
Thought to be
Junk by Thieves

Had a ring of auto thieves
read the newspapers last week
they would haye known that the
jewels which they found in the
glove compartment and regard-
ed as ‘“Junk jewelry,”swas val-
ued ‘at $10,000—More than ten
times what they hoped to get
for, selling the stolen auto. 3
The jewelry, part of a collection
of | imported diamonds, pearls,
sapphires, and other precious|&H
stones, was recovered this week
by Torrance police after one of
the thieves was ‘nabbed in Mex-
1co on' a drunk driving charge.
|JEWELS IN COMPARTMENT
. Recoyered was the jewelry of
Army, Major James Batrett, who
rted to local police that his
late. model Buick Riviera -con-
|taining  the jewels in ‘a wvelvet|:
bag in the glove' compartment| !
was stolen March 16 from in
front of his apartment at 456 1
Palos Verdes Blvd, Hollywood
Riviera,

In a Tia Juana jall booked on
charges  of drunk driving and
transporting. stolen goods acress
' |the border is Harry Thias, 18,
of 4152 W. 170th St,; Lawndale.
According to Detective Captain

(Herald Photo)
RECOVERED ‘JUNK’ . ., .  Detective Captaln Ernle Ashton

catalogues some jewelry tregarded as junk by thieves who
found it in"the glove compartment of an auto which they had
stolen. The car thieves gave the gem studded pleces to girl
friends thinking them worthless—tlw genis, that Is!

War-wounded flyer Roland
Sperry, 30, a former Torrance
| |furniture salesman who threat-
ened to kill himself by crashing
a stolen plane into the sea Fri-
day afternobn, faces a series of
bad check charges here when he
gets out of jail for stealing the
airplane,

Detective Lt. Percy Bennett
of the Torrance Police Dept.
said yesterday Sperry, a former
salesman for the El Prado Fur-
niture Co,, is wanted for pass-
ing at least $250 in bad thecks.
Holding bogus checks are Char-
lie Gotts of Daniels Cafe and
Dave Figueredo of Figuerdo's
Shell Service Station.

He was scheduled to have ap-

peared to answer the bad check
charge in the South Bay Muni-
cipal Court on Monday but fail-
ed to show. A bench warrant
had heen issued for his arrcst
Sgt. Bennett said.
THREE CHILDREN

| Until he split with his wife,
Mrs. Ovella Sperry, the ex-Fly-
ing- Tiger pilot lived at 619
Acacia Ave. They have three
children, a girl five and two
smaller ‘boys.

The ex-Air Force flyer was ar-

Bennett at Les Bacon Stude-

Ernie Ashton of the Torrance
Police Department, Thias was
nabbed driving the stolen Buick
in Mexico, where he and two
other men had taken the car
to sell it.

who Thias told: Capt. Ashton|
i e ap e 1 v o Tl Two ars
In Fiery Wreck;
[ ¥
Two Injured

When the men found the jew-
elry they thought it was junk,
and gave it to Eviline Thias, 15,
gister of the arrested man, who
in turn gave it to Mrs. Betty
Davis, 18-year-old wife of an
Army sergeant, who lives at| A flaming,
15006 Kingsdale Ave, Apt. 5.

TRIO WANTED
8till wanted by police fbr their
part in the deal is John Camp-
bell Calder, 24, of Hawthorne,
and Donald Dan White, 19, of
17019 8. Denker' Ave, Gardena.

(Herald Photo) three ‘vehicl
. : Also wanted is Robert Ben

 Hit-Run Charge
Reduced to a
Misdemeanor

Jallcd on suspldon of smash-
ing into a policeman's car and
then fleeing the scene, John
Vierow, 64, 700 Pacific Tane,
* had the'charges against him re.
duced to misdemeanor hit-and-
run and was released without
bail yesterday,

He will plead his case on Apr,
8 at 2 pm. in the San Pedro
court. Police investigators claim
that Vierow's car swerved into
a car being driven by Officer
George R. Crawford, at 254th
st, and Western Ave. Crawford,
a member of the Harbor Divi-
sion aceldent investigation de:
tail, suffered possible serious
injuries in the collision and his
car was extensively damaged,
Two witnesses, Kelth Burnett
of Los Angeles, and Stanley
Brown of San Pedro, tried to

lost it. They did, however, ob-
tain the license number,

Police found the car in a park-
registered to Vierow, who po-

in an

The Gate Is 02 n :
Boy, 6, Prays: His
" Pony Will Come Back

|dnswered,

Hunt, 18, of 3312 W. 189th 8t.|She in turn gave some of the

jewelry, including a $1000 brace-
let, to another girl friend who
pawned ‘it for $7.50.

HID CAR IN GARAGE
The car thieves had hidden
the stolen car in a garage of an
unoccupied house in a new
home tract in North Torrance,
waiting for the “heat to get
off,” Thias told Capt. Ashton
when the detective visited him
Friday in the Mexico jail

General Hospital
ning.

injuries,
If his" nightly ' prayers arej’

six-year old Bllly

smash-up at 190th and Hamilton
Sts. sent a 50 year old man
and a 5 year old boy to Harbor
Friday eve.

Hospitalized were Ned Farrar,
of Long Beach, with a com-
pound fracture of the left leg
and possible serious chest® in-
juries, and little Timothy Betts,
21147 8. Normandie, with minor

Farrar's oar striok a scrap

baker agency in Hermosa Beach
where he was employed. He was
out on bajl at the time he took
the airplare.

He was returned to the Gar-
dena Police Dept. Friday night
from San Diego, where he land-
ed after a four-hour flight dur-
ing which he talked with friends

with’ the 14th Air Force.
dition to being shot down once
he was reported as missing in
action for five months and agdin'
injured in a second crash. He
wears a steel plate in his skull,
Friends say he complained fre«
quently of the injury to his
head.

‘Suicide’ Pilot Wanted
Here on Bad Check Charge

Sperry Skips Gourt
Date on Bum Checks

JAILED , ., Booked for steal-
ing an airplane in which he
threatened to kill himself by
diving it Into the sea on Fri-
day 1s Roland Sperry, former
furniture - salesman here, He
was out on bail on a bad
check charge at the time he
made the “suicide” flight.

he enlisted in the AAF in 1942
after service with the Flying

rested a month ago by Det, Lt. :I“lgers in- China, He. flew the

‘Hump'! as an enlisted pilot

In ad-

by radio, telling them he was

going to plunge his stolen Stin-

son airplane h:nto the sea,
CODE VIOLATION

Lt. Detective Roy Tracy and
Sgt. Clifford Hall of the Gar-
dena Police Dept..-booked Sperry
on a violation of section 440D
of the Aeronautical Code — fly-
ing a stolen airvcraft. The ac-
cused will be arraigned in the
South Bay Municipal Court Mon-
day afternoon at 2 p.m.

Sperry stole the plane in
which he had taught the owner,
Arthur Eytchison, a furniture
dealer, and his son, to fly, He
flew between the Gardena Air-

e

Construction In
Torrance Fourth
Highest in Area

The city of Torrance stands

fourth in the county in total
valuation of
the month of February, accord:
ing to the county-wide report of
the Los Angelés Chamber of
Commerce,

construction for

Hiatt will soon get back his
stolen sqetlmd pony 'Zinnia,”

Bach night little Billy bends
his tear-stained cheeks over his
palms joinéd:together in a pray-

follow thae fleeing vehicle, but|

erful pose and kneels at the side
of his bed to pray for the re-
turn of his beloved pet,

The animal is' missed not only
by little Billy but by seven other
children, all wards of the court,
who are cared for by Mrs. Wil
liam Hiatt, the boy's mother.

“Zinnla' has been missing
since March 20 when it
peared from the side yar
Billy's home at 21502 ‘Berendo
Ave,

“It isn't the. pony we're 80
worried about. It's Billy," says
his mother, “He just knows
that his prayers will be answer-
ed and we don't know what to
tell him if his pony isn't ve-
turned."

Mrs. Hiatt is offering a ve-
ward for the return of the
pony, She describes it as being!
dark sorrel with a white fore-
head, It has a' long tall and
about an eightinch mane, Barb:

ing lot at the Union Oil Co, re-
finery in Wilmington. It was

lice said agmitted hs hnd been

ed wire scars are noticeable on
its chest,

“It's heartbreaking to see him
get up early each morning and|
run to the window and look out|

into the yard to see If during
the nlgm hll prayers have been

BUINO. SENORITAS ., . , ‘Ywnl Actresses Barbara Whitley,
left, and Yolanda Goldsmith, both 15, had leading parts in

‘ the Torrange High School play,
which won top honors ln ﬂp
l'lty at the

Wz Opete Flis quol."

Most of the jewelry, identified
by. insurance lists, was recov-
ered from Mrs, Davis,

“The boys dumped some of it
in my lap one night and said,
‘Here, do you want this junk?'
I didn't know it was stolen, I
thought it was just gaudy cos-
tume jewelry,” she told Capt.
Ashton,

ESTIMATES VALUE «
Among the items recovered
were a set of gold' earrings
studded with 22 diamonds val-
ued at $1000; a six-strand pearl
necklace insured for $750; a set
of cameo earrings valued at
$150; a very large opal ring, a
gold locket, a platinum. and
pearl earring set, all value un.
known, The detective was able
to identify six pleces of jewelry
with a total value of $2125, but
was unable to set the value on
eight other pieces which he had
recovered,

Chace to Take Over New
Supervisor Job April 7

Mayor Burton W, Chace of
Long Beach will take his seat
on the County Board of Buper-
visors on April 7, it was an.
nounced In Los Angeles yester-
day, He was originally slated to

§

he threeday tbwu(htmlohdltrwnuuwu
ouhemuwrmm moﬁuM-Wdonhw
telpated,

the seat vacated by the
death of Supervisor Raymond
V., Darby next Tuesday, He will

filled truck being driven by
John Kellogg, 48, of Los An
geles, and burst into flames.

burning car — then along came

mother,
Farrar's flgming wreck,

port from where he took off to
San Diego, where he landed at
Kellogg pulled Farrar from the 1
his ‘plane to a stop and arrested
Mrs, Doris Betts, 20, Timothy's him

Out of a list of 46 cities, Tor-.
rance's total valuation of §2,201,
806 was headed only by Long
Beach, with §$3,647,925; Monterey:
Park, with §2,603,140, and, of
course Los Angeles itsclf, with

20, Motorcycle officers paced

Her car plowed into

’l‘he dospondcnt flyer had left
two notes, one of which was

Last Rites Held

Funeral services were hels

home, 208 Via la Circula, i
Hollywood Riviera,

The Rev. Walberg conducte
the services, Interment followe

lina, had lived in the South Ba

ployed at North American Ai

of the Redondo Beach Rk
Lodge and a Mason,

He is surylved by his widow,
Gertrude; a daughter, Joan; two
brothers, Harmon and Major, of
South Carolina; and two sisters,
Mrs, Essie Larlmore and Mrs,
Minnle Hays, also of South Car-

Irepresent the Fourth District,

olina,

For Oscar Swintz

yesterday afternoon at the Con-
gregational Church in Redondo
Beach for Oscar Vandell Swintz,
65, who: died Thursday at his

at the Pacific Crest cemetery
Swintz, a natiye of South Caro

area for 14 years, and was em

craft company, A veteran o,
World War I, he was a ‘membo

found at the airport by Tam
Peck, 18536 Ashley Ave., an em.
ployee at the Gardena airstrip.
WIFE WAITS

During the four-hour ordeal,
his wife, who obtained an inter-
locutory decree from the vet-
eran flyer, waited tearfully at
the airport,
Two days earlier the flyer at.
tempted to hang himself but
was discovered by the younger
BEytehison,

The couple's three children,

d

Angeles and not
cities,
with totals of
$2,313,208, respectively,

mits issued here—412
in the county,
Long Beach, with 2254, and Los
Angeles with 4000,

n|Marcia, 5, Ronnie, 2, and Kathy,
9 months, are currently living
od
] [ Mo

$83,767,540,

Van Nuys and West Los An-
geles, which are sections of Los
incorporated
topped Torrance,
$14,766,822 and

also

Total number of building per.
was third
topped only by

Total Los Angeles county cone

struction values are currently
hitting a two- month pace 20 per
cent greater than the same pors
lod in 10562--a near record year
~the Chamber
in Texas with relatives, He sald'said,

of Commerce

World famous athlete Jim Thorpe, who thrilled millions
with his athletic feats In football and nearly every other sport
for two decades, died in & traller conrt near Paclfic Coast llwy.
and ¥ y Ave, y I

Thorpe's death was listed tentatively as due to a heart
attadk, Firemen had worked over the stricken’ athlete for
more than half an hour before he wis pronounced dead,




