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Nab Two Suspects in Chain of Four Morning Station Holdups

^^SHUTDOWN RUMORCONFIRMED
COLUMBIA TO 'RETIRE' MILLS
Mothers March Against Polio Tonight

39th Year No. 11
BOGUS IDEE CARDS .. . Faked Identification card (above) 
showing: age of owner to be 22, was found In possession of 
local youth, actually only 16 years, shortly after he used 
the card to buy Uquor from a local dealer. Any teen-ager 
can buy the cards for $2 with "no questions asked."

Bogus Idee Cards 
Sold to Teenagers

Money-hungry Skid Row rack­ 
eteer* are aiding minors buy Hi 
liquor by furnishing Torrance youth 
juveniles with falsified identifi­ 
cation cards.

Local police this week nabbed thi 
a 16-year old youth shortly after 
ha purchased two bottles of vod­ 
ka from a Torrance liquor deal­ 
er. Although he was known to Plai 
be but 18, the boy used a phon- 

* ey Idee card he had purchased 
from a Skid Row merchant In 
LOB Angeles for $2.

Anybody With »2
"Anybody can get them," the 

youth confessed to Sgt D. C. 
Cook, juvenile officer. "Four­ 
teen of us went down town and 
got "em."

80 cleverly conceived are the 
bound-in-plastic cards that it is 
virtually impossible to detect 
the cards to be fakes. The; 
show employer, social aeci 
number, birth date, signature  
complete with picture and fin­ 
gerprint

The youth told Sgt. Cook he 
filled In a sheet listing what j] 
he wanted on the card, gave the 
man" $2 and in a few moments 
was handed his plastic-encased 
Idee card.

Key to Liquor Lockers
While the cards can be used 

as a key to bars and liquor 
stores there is little If anything

that police can do about it. Po- 
Ice could find no crime the 

had .committed in filling 
in a sheet of paper although 
he falsified the facts. Similarly,

e merchant apparently violat­ 
ed no code by typing in the in­ 
formation furnished by the 
youth and binding the card in 

stlc.
Conviction Difficult

A deputy district attorney 
stated it would be difficult to 
convict a youth for falsifylni 
the facts. 1 "Intent to commit a 
crime would have to be evi­ 
dent," said the attorney. "And 
that would be extremely diffi­ 
cult to prove. After all, perhaps 
the boy was patriotic and want­ 
ed to Join the Navy. It would 
be Illogical to assume that 
juvenile who wants to join the 
Navy and another who wants 

uy a bottle of llqupr should 
measured out the same pun­ 

ishment."
Law Change Needed

Observers saw only a change 
or a new law by the state legis­ 
ature as a means of stopping 

the practice.
Meanwhile, many liquor store 

owners and bartenders unwit­ 
tingly will be duped into sell- 
Ing minors liquor until the 
"heat" is put on vendors of the 
cards who apparently will do 
anything for a buck.

IV to b

Driver Has Four Horns
* * * * * *

One in Front, Three in Back
Somewhere there Is a motorist driving" around with 

$600 in musical Instruments In the trunk of his car that 
he may not know are there.

At any Ate, the three members of the Torrance Area 
Youth Band who put them there by mistake Monday night 
are anxious to get them back. The youths placed the horns 
In the car thinking it belonged to a friend who was to 
take them to play on a TV show in Wllmington- The boys 
left to get a sandwich and returned to discover their mis­ 
take.

The car was parked in front of the Civic Auditorium 
Monday evening about 6:30 o'clock. The young musicians 
described the car as a 1940, two-door, maroon colored 
coupe with the trunk lid painted primer gray. It was 
equipped with chrome twin-exhaust pipes, they told police.

Missing are a tenor and a baritone saxophone, and a 
clarinet.

The driver of the auto ig urged to contact the Tor- 
ranee police regarding the return of the Instruments.

Firm Has Dividend Money 
For Man Missing 33 Years

Charles N. Muder, wherever he Is, has dividends com­ 
ing to him on some stock he purchased 33 years ago.

The U. 8. Axle Co., Inc. of Pottstown, Pa., enlisted the 
aid of the Torrance Herald this week to help locate Muder, 
Whose last known address was P. O. Box 251-A and that 
was In 1929.

Arnold Watson, assistant secretary of the eastern manu­ 
facturing firm, stated that in June of 1950 his company 

. began paying dividends and that since that time the com­ 
pany has tried In vain to locate Muder in order to pay him 
the money he has coming from stock he purchased in 1920.

Muder purchased the stock when he was .living In 
Tarentum, Pa., a suburb of Pittsburgh. Between 1020 and 
1929, Watson writes, Muder moved to 4284 La Salic Ave. 
In LOB Angeles. His last known address and one from which 
a letter was returned unclaimed, was P. O. Box 251-A.

Muder or his heirs are urged to contact Watson at Iliu 
company'" homo office In I'oitoiowu.

* * *
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Bandits 
Hit Four 
Stations

Seek to Raise 
$7000 Tonight 
To Fight Polio

Norwalk sheriff's deputies 
 esterday afternoon held two 
luspeots believed to be the arm 

ed bandits who held up four 
lervice stations early ye'sterday 
n a .chain of robberies that 
netted them as little as $2 and 
as much as $560.

Free Victim
One of the hwdup victims, 

John Schimp, of 1621 Pacific 
^oast Hwy., Harbor City, an at- 
endant at Walco's Service Sta­ 

tion at Carson St. and Western 
ig Ave., was taken to Norwalk late 

yesterday afternoon to identify 
:he suspects.
Assisted by a heavy fog which 

aided their getaway, two armetl 
mndits early Wednesday morn- 
'ng robbed four service stations 
n this area netting themselves 
«j little as $2 in one stick-up 
o $560 In another, according 
:o police reports.

Hardest Hit
First and hardest hit was a 

rtedondo Beach service station 
An attendant was forced at gun 
point to open a floor safe con­ 
taining $560, police of that city

ported. The robbery took placi 
about 11:30 p.m.

After a five-hour layoff the Toi 
bandits struck again, this tlmi 
at the Verl-Best Service Station 
at Pennsylvania Ave. and Paci­ 
fic Coast Hwy. In Lomita. There 
the bandit due forced Robert 111

ish, 3120 Dalemead St., to hand B. 
over $100.

Overlook *50
A short time later the two 

armed thugs drove Into an all- 
night Torrance station at Car- 
on St. and Western Ave., filled 

up their gasoline tank and then 
demanded Schimp to open the 
cash drawer. Cursing furiously, 
ho bandits took all the cash t< 

In the drawer, $2, and fled. They t

Tonight from 7 to 9 o'clock, 
Torrance citizens will have an op. 
portunity to strike back at the 
dread crippler, polio, as nearly 
250 mothers canvass the city for 
contributions-to the 1953 March 
of Dimes campaign.

"Turn on your lights to save 
a life!" is the plea of the moth, 
ers, who will look for burning 
porch lights to signal that resi­ 
dents wish to aid the polio mercy 
appeal.

Armed with pots and pans 
to receive contributions, the 
mothers hope to bring the city 
Dimes quota up to the top. Pres­ 
ent figures, according to Mrs. 
Clara A, Conner, general chair-

:an, show a deficit, of $4000. 
Headed By PTA

Under the direction of Mrs. 
Conner, and Mrs. John Large, 
Mothers' March field representa­ 
tive from Los Angeles, each 
local PTA unit chairman has or­ 
ganized a committee of members 
and other volunteers to partici­ 
pate in the two-hour project.

Leading the volunteers are Mrs. 
A, B. Cowle, "March" chairman 
for Torrance Council PTA, and 
Mrs. Victor J. Benard, Council 
president. Unit leaders are thi 
following:

Mcsdames L. W. Dorsey, North 
 ranee Elementary; Glen Run. 

stcd, Perry and El Nido; Wll- 
Sklles, Crenshaw; La Vcrn 

Jones, Fern Ave.; Jack C. Cum- 
mlngs, Hollywood Riviera; Wil 
"am Crooker, Madrona; Joseph 

!. Miles, Greenwood; M. A. Bau- 
man, Torrance Elementary; and 
Troy Collum, Harbor City.

overlooked $50 which Schimp 
had In his pocket.

At 5 a.m. the bandits hit 
again, this time at the Ryan 
Service Station at Carson and 
Main Sts. Brandishing their pis- 
lols the thieves forced the at­ 
tendant to hand over $54.

' (Herald Photo)
VICTIM AIDS DIME DRIVE . . . Although polio-crippled Gary Blackmail can't walk he will aid 
the mothers when they march against polio tonight. Six-year old Gary hus been unable to walk 
since he was stricken with poliomyelitis when he was a year and 11 months old. The porch light 
on his home at 23875 Park St. will burn tonight along with thousands of others In Tommce as 
a signal for the Mothers to call for a contribution to the March of Dimes. Pictured with Gary 
Is Mrs. A. B. Cowle, "March" chairman of the Torrance Council of PTA, and Mrs. Opal Black- 
man, the boy's mother.

(H«rald Photo)
DOUBLE TROUBLE FOR DRIVER . . . Although 8-year-oM, bike-riding Billy Wlifhtnuui, U« 
W. 220th St., looks like he In In troublv here, h«i WHS not In near HO much trouble ttti wa» 
the driver of the auto that hit liim. Police, anktxt the driver of the unto, a 15-year-old Har­ 
bor City youth, for hlg Hceiiiw. He had none. \ t,\mil time later he was arrested by Ban 
Pedro police for grand theft auto. Tim accident altovu lutpiwiiKd surly Tuiwday writing In 
front of LawMon'n Jewelry Store on El Prado. Wlghliiiun «nvii|wd wllh (inly a bimip on the 
head.

Father to Receive 
Medal for Soldier

Posthumous award of the Silver Star for gallantry in ac 
tion will be made Saturday morning to Sidney Hatton Jr., for 
mcr Torrance resident, who was killed In Korea June 21, 1952

Receiving the award will be the young soldier's father 
Sidney Hatton, who Is now a resident of Whittler. The award 
will be made at Fort MacAr-* 
thur.

250 Men 
Affected 
By Move

Rumors that portions of the 
sheet mill at Columbia Steel Co, 
would be shut down were con­ 
firmed yesterday in a release 
by Alden G. '. Roach, president 
of the Columbia-Geneva Steel 
Division of U. S. Steel.

Roach stated that the "grad­ 
ual retirement from service of 
:ime-worn steel sheet-producing 
facilities" at the local steel mill 
would be effected by the end 
of February.

•-.to Make Ammo
Reason for the shutdown of 

one Jobbing mill and curtail­ 
ment of operations on two fin­ 
ishing mills Is a large govern­ 
ment contract for supplying spe­ 
cial quality steel required in the 
manufacture of ammunition.

Affected by the mill retire­ 
ment program are approximate-, 
ly 250 persons, according to 
company officials.

"Every effort will be made 
to absorb as many as possible 
of the 250 employees affected 
Into other departments of the 
Torrance plant or at other plants 
of the division," Roach said. 

Shut Down Two Mills
Officials of the steel-producing   

firm stated that the jobbing mill 
in. the sheet mill would be shut 
down entirely and that the No- 
3 and No. 4 finishing mills would 
be operated on a curtailed ba­ 
sis. At present the two finish- 
Ing mills are operated on an 
around-the-clock basis.

The three-high breakdown mill 
also will operate on a less ac-
"re basis, a company spokes-
an said.
No change In the operation 

of the 36-inch blooming mill or 
the 22-Inch bar mill is antici­ 
pated.

Erected In 1911 
The reduced operations will 

be the retirement of the job­ 
bing mill erected in 1911 and 

(Contlnuad on Pago 2)

Hatton, who had been In Ko­ 
rea nine months as a member 
of Company E, 179th Infantry, 
was expecting to return home 
In July, about a month after 
his death.

Military funeral services were
held here at the Stone and grams.
Mycrs Chapel on Aug. 16, 1952.

The young soldier spent most Eagan Dr-, Whittler.

of his youth in Torrance. He at 
tended the Carson St. Schoo 
and Torrance High School. Prior 
to entering the service, ho was

iklHful handling of racing cars
on the Carrcll Speedway pro-

His parents now live at 11835 M

14 Bus Drivers Cited for Safety
Award pins signifying six 

years of safe driving went to 
two Torrance Municipal Bus 
Lines drivers, Shcrman Miller 
and Lloyd Crowther, in ceremon-

<s hero last week.
Receiving till) only pin for five
ears of accident-free driving 

was Wylbon Zigler, according to 
[ins Superintendent Marshall E. 
UhHinbt-rlaln.

Two drivers received four-year 
pins, two received three-year

pins, throe received two 
pins, and four received one 
pins.

"We are certainly prou 
our record," Chamberlain 
Ho cited the fact that 
16 drivers with the deparl 
moru than one year recelvi 
awards.

During'the*year, the wli 
drivers traveled 674,763 
miles.

U of

Woman Helpless 
To Save Friend 
Trapped in Fire

Powerless to ' enter a room 
full of flames and rescue the 
victim, a Torrance housewife 
was forced to stand by while 
her1 friend and former employer 
burned to death Sunday morn- 
Ing,

Mrs. Virginia Field, 234B2 Ar­ 
lington Ave., was spending thr 
night In the home of hcrfrii'ml 
Mrs. Mayme Ellen Muller, film 
Via Collnas, San Pedi-o. Awaken­ 
ed by smoke pouring from be­ 
neath the door of Mrs Muller's 
bedroom, Mm. Field threw open 
the door, and found the loom 
a mass of flames.

 year She Immediately Nummoned 
vear "reinen, who battled nearly ai
* hour to chwk tin- bluw mid li

nully reached I In- lioity of II 
'd of victim, 61-yrur-iild widow of Capt 
said. Fred Mullur, who was well 

the known In harbor maritime clr 
nient Fire officials believe Mrs. 

-ed the |ur who ha(J l)C. 1 , 1| m aw)l(
before dawn, and may I 

Inning dropped a cluaret Into a. 
bus- side wastebasket, ulniliiit: 

I fatal blaze,

 HMte.


