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Here It Is almost Chrlstmi 
and I suppose I should be fe~ 
ing some of that old klndl; 

. Yuletlde spirit. But as yet i 
hasn't hit me. To the contrary 
I am full of pet peeves

Topping the list of pet peeve 
's the careless manner of res 
taurant cooks who get th 
cheese on my cheeseburger of 
center. This situation Is no 
qu'le so bad when they don'- 
wrap the burger in,a napkin. 
But when the bun comes all 
wrapped up .n paper that is 
when I start cttting Indiges­ 
tion. The trouble stems, ' It 
seems to me, when the chefs 
try. to make a square piece of 
cheese fit a round bun. The cor­ 
ners stick out. And they   In­ 
variably stick to the napkin. 
Why doesn't some enterprising 
dairy make round rolls of cheese 

fit the bun   or perha
some on-its-toes bakery could 
make square buns to fit the 
cheese. This latter suggestion is 
not as good as the round cheese 
Idea because then the - c o o k a 
would have to make square 
meat patties which is probably 
asking a little too much. How- 
ever, if they could l£ would 
be one way of getting an in­ 
expensive square meal

Another pet peeve which (If 
I see It just once more) about 
makes me scream is that char­ 
acter on television and his as­ 
sortment of handy kitchen gim­ 
micks. If 1 have to hear him 
tell me Just one more time that 
one of nil gadgets, a pair of

» tongs, is handy for taking thi 
baby out of the bathtub I'll 
blow my stacking swivel. Now, 
there is another, ffltle gadget 
that certainly must have been 
what the world' JO* been wait 
ing for. This particular thing 
a-ma-jig is supposed to lighten 
the housewives' work by hours. 
It la a pancake flipper-over. 
Look what it does for the tir­ 
ing housewife: *»

After she has scooped up a 
hotcake on this elaborate pan­ 
cake turner she doesn't have 

' to twist her wrist to flop the 
cake back into the pan. All she 
has to do la squeeze and . 
fllppo, over goes the pancake. 
This chrome plated, atom-age 
Invention practically strikes 
from the English language the 
age-old expression "just a twist 
of   the w r 1 s t." I suppose we 
must now substitute the phrase 
"Just a squeeze of the flipper."

A pet peeve of our City Edi­ 
tor, ' Win Bowles, is match- 
books. It Irks him to the. point 
that he has almost given up 
smoking paying good, hard 
earned money for a box of 

' matches only to tear open the 
carton and find advertising 
printed on the covers. Another 
peeve of his concerns the mo­ 
vies. "I pay admission. On top 

»of this I pay entertainment tax 
And then between pictures I 
have to sit and look at screen 
advertising. Must I pay enter 
talnment tax to watch adver 
Using?"

Number one character on my
pet peeve list Is Harry Lang 
of the Los Angeles Examiner 
Harry first irked me with i 
quota which he claims was mad 
by Martha Morris, who is prob 
ably better known as the "Cin 
derella Girl." According to Hai­ 
ry, Martha is supposed to ha 
made the statement that she 
"preferred hamburgers with her 
high school boy friend than 
pheasant under glass with he 
millionaire husband." Fiddle 
sticks! I happened to be with 
Martha, who was then 15 year 
of age, when she read Harry'; 
story. She had to ask her moth 
er what was "pheasant unde 
glass."

HevenU week* ago we wrote »
story about Judy Wlxom, seven
year-old Torranco school girl
who wanted someone to writ
to her at the Kancho Los Anil
BOS where *ho Is confined in
an Iron lung. Torranoe folks re
sixmded terrifically. The letter
poured In. Many different class

. es in Torrance schools wrot
I Judy whole batches of letters
^Tlie first week she receive!

over a thousand letters. O
these approximately 980 nor
Torrance postmarks. Two week

Support for the dissension-ridden Torrance recreation situation came yesterday In tho for: 
of a three-page statement from A. J. Patronsky, comission member, who also wants the row i 
end. ' ,

Patronsky painted a picture of diligent public officials on the council, On the commission, 
.nd Recreation Director Frank Carpenter.
The differences of opinion *                                         

came, Patronsky said, not as a 
result of "selfish motives," but 
rather from the "maner in 
which each approached the rec­ 
reation problem."

'Mr. Benstead (Victor Ben- 
stead, city councilman) as coun­ 
cil commlsloner of recreation," 
:he statement said, "assumed 
his ai'ties seriously . . . (and) 
rent out to observe whether 

or not tHe taxpayer was get­ 
ting his money's woKr- ..."

After a thorough Invt.sUgn- 
lion, the statement continued, 
"he (Benstead) found Winter

(Hirald Photo)
SANTA'S COMING . . . And these two lit lie boys gaze In wide-eyed anticipation at the 
top of the Christmas tree which their mother, Mrs. Herman Bowdotn, 1751 Fern Ave, Just 
purchased from the Boy Scout lot on the Jim Dandy parking area at Crenshaw and Tor­ 
rance Blvds. Scout Tom Marshall, 15, of Troop 815-X, makes the sale, to th« delight of 
Jimmy, 6, and David, 5. The Scout lot will li e open dally from 10 n.m. to 10 p.m. until 
Christmas eve. Funds raised from the sale of the trees will go to the benefit of Scout 
organizations In Torrance. .

Patronsky Calls For 
End to

SHUFFLEBOABD CHAMPS . . . Lined Dp to receive their 
plaques as champs of the recent city shuffleboard tourney

(Herald Photo)
are J. H. Paget and G. E. Popish, consolation; John Raynor 
and Clara Witmer, champions; and Carl L. Bryson, single* 
consolation. Mm. Witmer also WM singles runner-up.

CP Pays First- 
Tax Installment

Three Torrance taxing authorities were $345,576 richer today 
after General Petroleum Corp. paid the first installment of its 
taxes on the company's huge Torrance refinery.

K. I. Plomert Jr., General Petroleum's .tax representative, 
said the company had sent in a check for $1,486,691 to Los An­
geles County tax collector H. L.*

recreation programs non-exist­ 
ent, yet the recreation depart­ 
ment had seven full-time and 
seven part-time employees."

In defense of Carpenter's job, 
which Patronsky acknowledges 
Is a difficult one, the statement 
tiad this to say: "Mr. Carpen­ 
ter is doing the job he was en­ 
trusted with to the best of his 
ability For this (the rec-
rcation program) Mr. Carpen­ 
ter figures he needs a certain 
number of employees. This then 
is the basis for the number ot Clty o( Torrano
impjoyecs he keeps. However 
certain employees . . . have been 
employs for many yars before 
Mr. Carpenter, Civil Service em­ 
ployees ... He is giving Tor- 

recreation on me a g e r 
funds."

call sfor a consolidation of dif­ 
ferent lines of thought (Ben 
stead's and Carpenter's) Into a 
solid recreation plan.

Patronsky denied that the com 
mission knew anything about 
Benstead's investigation, and 
concluded:

"To the best of my knowledge, 
the recreation commission has 
no Intention of quitting. Wo 
have a challenge and we accept 
it. We will do the best we know 
how and are capable of for the 
city of Tprrancc. We will prove 
to Mayor Schwab that his con­ 
fidence In this commission has 
not been misplaced."

later Harry devoted about 10 
'lues to Judy in his column 
"Looking Around." A few days 
later ho.writes that he Is grati­ 
fied to know that since he 
(rote about. Judy she had re 

celved moro than 1000 letters.
Ann, flHlihooks!
Whilo Judy dd receive some 

cards and letters from outside 
of Torrance, by and large the 
majority of letters, greetings 
and .cards came right out of 
Torraneu.

Should anyone .wish to aeml 
Mr. I^ang the clippings telling 
that she had received more thai 
1000 letters long before he even 
mentioned it, I'll be happy to 
supply the stamp.

S.F. Bay Area
Torrance's Industrial develop­ 

ment exceeds that'of the entire 
nine-county San Francisco Bay 
Area, according to figures re­ 
leased by Dale Isenberg, cham­ 
ber of commerce secretary, who 
has returned from the conven­ 
tion of the California State 
Chamber of Commerce, held In 
the Northland,

Isenberg presented Bay Area 
industrial building figures for 
the first 10 months of this year 
which shows 12 plants scheduled 
at a cost of $46,944,000. On the

Byram in Los Angeles just
like all the other citizens Id 
the county are doing. It covers 
the corporation's taxes on Los 
Angeles county mining rights, 
real estate, Improvements and 
personal property*

Over a third of this total was 
for taxes on the Torrance re­ 
finery.

Here's how the Torrance tax- 
Ing authorities fared out of the 
total: 
Torrance Unified School

District ...

El Camlno Jr. College 
District ..........................

.....$206,270 
93,564

45,742

Total ................................$345,676
Next Aprl when the second
Next April when the second

come due the same three tax-

provement enough to more than 
offset the loss of tax revenue 
due to these smaller invento­ 
ries," the tax expert stated.

Plomert said that these ex­ 
pansion projects have also off­ 
set a smaller land valuation of 
the refinery due to the sale of »20 
a 140 acre site to the Carbide 
and Carbon Chemicals Corp. last 
August. The chemical firm Is 
paying taxes on the land this 
year so there has, been an In-

ease in total tax revenue.
Payment of the tax Install­ 

ment by the city's largest tax­ 
payer will not solve the im­ 
mediate problem of meeting city P; 

The money will not be 
available to the city un-

costs
made _._.__._ -
til after the first of tho year

In conclusion the statement Ing authorities will receive
a total of $206,817 out of a 
payment of $1,038,863.

Plomert said the $345,576 al­ 
most equaled the amount re­ 
ceived last year when the first 
Installment of the company's 
taxes was paid despite the fact 
that petroleum Inventories were 
$800,000 smaller this year.

The $800,000 worth of oil, 
which would have produced 
about $52,000 In taxes has "gone 
to war." Plomert explained the 
refinery's* stocks of petroloun 
are far below normal due to 
heavy military demand and dui 
to large Increase In civilian dc 
mand springing from an acceler 
ated defense economy on thf. 
Pacific coast.

"The refinery expansion pro 
jects during the past year have 
Increased the valuation of Im

tion wants to kno 
people Is "enough." 

The pica was circulated by

Bid of $3.70 a Foot 
Wins Contract for Pipe

Hid of the Pacific States Cast
Iron Pipe C0. to furnish 4400 Joseph "(Jay) Venezia, 20716 Vc 
feet of 12-Inch cast Iron pipe to 
be used In th« expansion of tht 
city's water system was accept 
id by till! City Council Tuesday 
evening after three other bids 

ejected,
Th contracts were awarded

on the company'* bid of $3.70 
a foot for the pipe. Other bids 
ranged up to $4.10 a foot.

slate for 1 1953 in Torrance Is 
some $101,000,000 In industrial 
plant expansion and construc­ 
tion.

That staggering sum repre­ 
sents a new $36 million Carbon 
and Carbides Chemical plant; a 

million Douglas Aircraft 
plant; two new Harvey plants 
of $15 and $20 trillion; and .a $10 
million expansion of the present 
General Petrolcu msetup. Not 
Included is a multi-million dol­ 
lar development scheduled by 
Dow Chemical.

The Torrance chamber, Isen- 
berg said, "is busily engaged In 
iromotional activities empha­ 

sized to bring and encourage 
the location of other new fac­ 
tories-In our-^rreater Torranco 
area. >

170 Sign Petition 
For Signal Lights

One hundred and seventy Irate residents of Coroner's. Corner
 East Rd. and Vermont Ave. put a petition in the mall yester­ 
day demanding tho Installation of. traffic signal* at tho dan-
-o-ous ntersectlon.

The petition was addressed to the Board of Supervisors ot
Los Angeles County, and was*- 
cntltlcd "Traffic Signals, Signs 
and Road Markings (the Inade- 
quatcncss and absence of . . .) " 

A direct question, asked In 
the last paragraph of the pe­ 
tition, seeks to pin down the 
report that an authoritative of­ 
ficial has said signal lights 
would not be Installed at the 
corner "because not enough peo­ 
ple have been killed." The petl-

Cemetery by Rev. C. J. England 
or the First Christian Church. 
Surviving are her children, her 
widower, Glen, and her mother,

slts on the northwest 
Coroner's Corner.

It came as tho direct result
the death 

Mrs, Belli Ban
week ago of 

,u Hanner, 28,
ajid Ihc Injuring of her two 
aniall children, Nlekie, 5, and 
Sari, 9. HIT automobile and a 
county ambulance collided after

most-blind intersection. The car 
was driven 30 feet by the Im­ 
pact.

Riles for Mrs. Manner will be 
conducted today at S p.m. at

how many Mrs. Margaret Irwln, all 
638 E. 224th St., WllmlnBton.

Venczla's particular concern
. the matter of an attempt 

mont, resident of a tract which to get some kind of traffic con-
side of trot other than stop signs con 

trolling traffic east and west
on East Rd. In underlined by 
the fact that he Is the futhei 
of two small sons, Ronald, 8, 
and Jay, 6.

I'le* In Pull
The petition lolls tho story of 

vhat the situation is at the in­

(Herald Photo)
HORSESHOE CHAMPS % . . Receiving their trophies from Recreation Director Frank Car­ 
penter are Jack Baldwin,' champion; and Ernie Krlg, runner-up, In the horsenhos tourney. 
Awards were mod* at it pot-luck dinner at the Adult Center Tuesday night.

nd C

tersection better than any other
lethod could. He^e, In full, is 

the plea:
We, the underslgped, all resi­ 

dents- of the Hammerton Tract 
located at Vermont Avenue and 
W. East Road in Torrance, pre 
sumo that you have la' 
regulations regarding the plai 
Ing of traffic signals, s I g n i> 
and road markings effectively 
|n order to give everyone equal 
rights on the street*.

Truly Coroner'* Corner
"We beg of you, then, to con­ 

sider these facts existing at 
tlu> Intersection known as 
Vermont Ave. and East Road 
-truly, a 'Coroner's Corner.'

"I. There are no street. IIK 
at this Intcroectlon, leading to 
or away from,

"2. A cluster of trees 
the southwest corner)) partially 
hiding from view a bend In 
the road running south on Ver 
mont Avo. from East Road.

"3. The 'Bend In the Road' 
warning sign on Vermont Ave., 
north of East Road, Is too far 
frgm the Intersection, from the 
sound of screeching brakes 
nl|jhtl> this warning blun Is do

finitely not effective as was In­ 
tended.

"4. There ARE two (2) 'Stop 
Signs' on East Road BUT!

"6. There are NO 'Slow Stop 
Sign' markings on East Road.

No Fed Xlngn
'6. There are NO 'Pedestrian 
ossing' markings for school 

hlldrcn and/or residents, em 
ng from either of the city bus 

stops.
"7. There are NO 'Pedestrian 

Crosswalks' period.
"8. From the many accidents 

that have already occurred at 
this Intersection, not to mention 
ho many near-accidents nightly, 

the question Is how lone, 
how many deaths would we lia 

wait for before prevent I 
tlon Is taken."

Where'a the Fire?

SATURDAY
4:83 p.m., 4000 Pacific Coast 

Highway, house fire. 
SUNDAY

12:07 a.m., American Rock 
Wool, 401 ArliiiKtim, iiiulli 
meUI nlr thi-ungli the hollo 
of a furnace.

HK'I.I. SI'1 \K . . . MuJ. (ieu 
Alfred A. Hc*»lrr will (five 
Air Voice rtfnBrvlnU In this 
urea » KHJ>||MH< Into their mi­ 
litary future tonight when he 
ip«»k» HI Hie Virgil 
School aliilllorlum, I.Yt N. Ver- 

iiuwt Ate., Ixm Augelv*. I


