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. ation, while James R. Higgins Jr. is active
ho West Coast.
s

BRICK STACKER ... A workmau stacks bricks at the home plant of the Higging Brick
and Tile Co., 2217 W. 174th St,. Two other yards, located in Santa Monica and Monterey
Park, and the Torrance firm form the- corporation, The brickyard was organized in 1927 by
the late James R. Higgins. His widow, Mrs. Minnie Higgins, is now president of the corpor-
plant manager. The product is shipped widely on

‘| harbor of San Pedro to which
rance was given,

The Union Tool Company, one
of the subsidiary corporations
controlled by the Union Oil Co,,
needed additional area for ex:
pansion. The plant in Los An-
geles had ‘grown from a small
beginning until it covered sev-
eral deres, '

To obtain additional adjoining
.jarea the enormous price of $2.50
per square foot, or over $100,-
000 per acre, was asked!

This was, prohibitive. The idea
was suggested that the compa-
ny seek a new location, and
build an entirely new plant, in-
troducing every labor'saving de-
vice possible and the most effi-

Torrance Tells Own
Story of Gity Founding

(Ed, note.~The following article, reprinted from the 1036
Torrance Herald, was written in August, 1916, by the late
dJared Sidney Torrance, founder of the city, who herewith
sets forth his rensons for founding the community),

By JARED SIDNEY TORRANCE

The rapid rise in the value of Los Angeles real estate
betweén 1900 and 1910 was thé direct cause of the inception of
the undertaking to build a new industrial center near the

+ |ation of a model industrial city.

\

subsequently the name of Tor-
*

for construction of a hundred qr !
more houses,’ six brick blocks,
a, passenger depot and various
other improvements—all first
class.

Rigorous’ restrictions were
adopted, looking toward the cre-

Indeed, some of them,; in refer-
ence to racial matters, 't read
pretty hard on the toes of thn}
Constitution of the United |
States,

In order to provide funds fnrq
construction,’ the company ci
ated a serlal six per cent coupon !
note issue of $750,000, due
in from one to five years, and |
t

clent h y and

obtainable. The thenexist
ing plant was obsolete, incon-
venierit and inefficient, Having
been built, up plece-meal upon
opposllg‘ sides of San Mateo St.

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

From the How's That
Department of Life

After having secured from the(San Pedro, This resulted in the

Land Purchased
I opened negotiations with the
attorney for the Dominguez fam-
ily, which owned a large tract of
land between Los Angeles and

he '8 pald in par fo
their 6000 shares of stock. The
hotes . were taken largely by the
stogkholders, |
Panic of 1013 it

As soon as the project was !
well under way and construe- !
tion had proceeded to a certain |
stage a sales campaign was
started to sell business and res-
idential lots and acreage. Sales
were progressing very Bu.tislac-

generous-hearted  residents  of |purchase of about 2800 acres of
this city-a substantial sum of|land from the Dominguez Hs-
money to be'used for the pur-|tate Company for the sum of
pose of making Christmas a day $080,000; and shortly afterwards
long, to be remembered by thelof an additional 730 acres from
poor children of Torrance, thelone of the Dominguez heirs for
gommittee in charge of the hu-|abopt $650,000.

manitarian affair is confronted The Dominguez Land Compa-
py the startling. fact that in all|py (oo incor‘iz)ora((-d with a l;a-

of ‘Torrance there is no poverty ital R
or want, and therefore no poor JisaL.pc $000.000, na L wae mada

torily and closely approached
the $1,000,000 mark when the || G

panic of 1013 intervened and | pioNEER BUSINESSMAN'. .. Stll In business Is one of the city's first businessmen,
the campaign ended, +Fay L. Parks, who owns and operates the Torrance Pl 1 Ave. A

The Liewellyn Iron ‘WOKS | "oypier member of the Torrance Rotary Club., Parks has maintained his business for more
was nearly ready to begin ac- than 30 years," :

tual construction ‘on ”l‘el grnux‘;nii .
but stringent financial con
o roosed Aa'th. shas bogun | Country Store Night Attracts Huge Throng

Serving Torrance Industry

ABRASIVES — BAND SAW BLADES — BOLTS,
NUTS, SOREWS — CHAIN — DRILLS & TAPS
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS — GROUND FLAT
g STOCK — HAND TOOLS — HAND & POWER *
PIPE & BOLT THREADING TOOLS — HARD
FACING MATERIAE — HOIST & TROLLEYS
INDUSTRIAL HOSE & RUBER GOODS — LIFT-

ING JACKS — PAINTS & BRUSHES — PORT-
ABLE ELECTRIC TOOLS — POWER & HAND

children, (Dec. 15, 1922).

its president. Later the Domin-
guez Land Corporation was or-

. HACKSAW BLADES — STAR ANCHORS &
DRILLS — VALVES & FITTINGS — VISES &
CLAMPS — WELDING SUPPLIES — ETC,

ints for Housewives

The heels of stockings will nof

roardnce

P e s
INDUSTRIAL®

1116°BORDER AVE, '

e
Jsurrivco. )

PHONE TORRANCE 2616

cAtironnm

should be about four

to keep it flat. (Oct. 6, 1922).

wear out so quickly if you sew
a plece of Sb\mlf-lnch tape along
the center seams, ‘starting fromipaid for the la d. This lattol
the back of the hecl. The ‘tape e he T laticp
inches
long and care should bé taken

ganized and I was made its
president, also, The latter cor-
boration had a capital stock of
t(52,000,000 and it issued bonds
for '$1,600,000, the proceeds of
the sale of which practically

corporation ‘became the operat-
ing company,
The Union Tool Company took
t

an inte in the enterprise,

We salute Torrance on its 40th Anniversary and send best wishes

to our many friends and customers in this fine city.

" DODGE-PLYMOUTH

A DODGE JOB-RATED TRUCKS
: SERVICE AFTER THE SALE

WALTER 6. LINCH

ESTABLISHED 30 YEARS

. FRONTIER 2-2122
312 S. CATALINA 3 REDONDO

purchased 25 acres of land, and
|constructed its present magnifi-
lcent plant at'a cost of over
1$800,000. '
| The entire tract was supplied
\with water by the Dominguez
iWulex‘ Company, formed to sup-
(Ply domestic and irrigation wa-
ter for nearly 20,000 acres of
\land. Its 83nch wide main
crosses our lands to a large,
substantifl reservoir near our
northwestern corner. $
Olmsted Engaged

We employed the noted land:
scape architdct, Frederick Law
Olmsted of Boston, Mass., to
lay. out the townsite. The com-
pany employed H, H. Binclair,
formerly engineer of the Edison
Company, as its general mana-
ger.

After protracted negotiations,
a deal was closed with the Pa-
cific Electric Rallway to build
its railroad through the townsite
and to serve ‘the industrial in-

crests which. might locate there,

S SRR |

We aré happy to be part of a growing progressive community,
Our new plant on Western Ave. is our evidence of faith and of

our obligation to offer you the finest of ‘Dair'y Products,

Phone Torrance 1887

The contract with them also
providid that within three years,
before July, 1915, they would
remove their general construe-
tion and repair shops frorp Los
Angeles and locate the same on
125, acres of our land to be
given without further considera-
tion, ‘Their plant was to have
been completed and in opéra-
tion by July 1, 1915, A
Llewellyn Iron Works

Next in order of importance,
a contract was made with the
Llewellyn Iron Works of Los
Angeles, which provided that
they were to acquire a 15 per
cent interest in the stock of
our company, purchase.25acres
of the company’s land and, with-
in 18 months, to construct a
new plant thereon and remove
their plant thereo,

In the ‘meantime, the Hendrie
Rubber Company, the Pacific
Metal Products Company, the
Torrance Pearl Manufacturing
Company, the California Shoe
Manufacturing  Company, and
the Hurrie Window Glass Com-
pany have built plants at Tor-
rancf', The shoe company failed,
but‘all the rest are in opera-
tion. ;

Town Begun

Col with
of construction work by the
Union Tool Company, the work
of laying out the town of’ Tor-
rance was begun, Architect Olm-
sted had completed plans and
contracts were let by Geéneral
Manager Sinclair for a vast
(amount of street work, a water
g distribution plant, a sewer sys.
| t

ter rect lighting, ete, and

George X, was seen In m-dqn»
do with a couple of Flap Jack
Flappers, They had ‘their hair,
bobbed and everything, (Oct, 13,
1922),

'Tsl(. Tslt.. and fsk :

to clear in the summer of 1914,
the awful European war burst

ensued,

The Union Tool Company was
employing abput 500 men in
July, 1914, had completed an ex-
tension to their plant and equip-
ment, and was arranging to add
an additional 300 employees.
Within 90 days the company
{practically shut down the plant,
reducing ‘the working force to
less than 60 men, The result
was lamentable,

The Pacific Electric also pray-
ed for an extension of time in
which to erect their plant which,

Llewellyn Iron Works was un-
able to finance their construec-
tion and carry out their con-
tract and they, too, were given
an extension of time.

Better Times Arrive

‘At this writing, August, 1016,
the Unifon Todl Company has re-
sumed work, now employing
nearly 400 men; the Llewellyn
Iron Works is erecting its plant
and the Paciflc Electric is to
start construction work at once.
There is absolute stagnation,
however, in the real estate busi-
ness and sales are nil,

We are erecting an additional
hundred bungalows to meet a
prospective early . demand but
they will, for the greater part,
have to be: rented as no one
seems to be in a mood to pur-
chase any real estate in any
form, ;

The enterprise has few stock-
holders.
they are men of means. It was

ter gentlemen that the first con-
sideration should be to do things
right, Plans were carefully con-
sidered and all construction work
was of the most thorough char-
acter. Material results were to
be the first considgration.
Everything In Place

Sewers, paved streets and all
public utilities were construct-
ed In advance; alleys whieh
contained all pole lines and wa-
ter and gas mains were pro-
vided throughout the . townsite;
ample reservations were ‘made
for public parks, an athletic
park and for playgrounds; a
civie center was designed; up-
wards of 300,000 trees ‘werne
planted in streets and wind-
breaks; and several acres were
reserved for public schools to
be donated to the public, upon
certain  conditions. as to the
character and completeness of
the improvements to be erected
thereon.

Very particular attention was
glven to the proper housing of
the future employees of the fac-
tories locating here,

It was expected that inciden-
tally the enterprise would prove
profitable as well as utilitarian,
It is difficult, however, at this
time to forcast the outcome, It
must eventually prove a mater-
ial success.. :

Prophecy in 1916

The rgsidents of Torrance will
gnjoy an environment which will
make for good health, good mo-
rals and industrial welfare and,
prosperity, and If conditions re
turn to normal within a reason-
able time and the wheels of
westegn progress are again put
in _motion, the publiespirited
men behind the enterprise should
reap’ a substantial reward,

forth and business  stagnation |

':o( course, was granted. The|

For the greater part |

the expressed wish of these lat. |

The usual large crowd attend:
ed the “Country Store” night
at the Torrance Theater Tues-
ddy evening. About . fifty mer-
chants had contributed prizes
for the gvent, and the customa-
ry. drawing took place, follow-
ing :the. first performance, The
house was packed, both top and

bottom, and much merriment ac-
companied the drawing as the

§ (winners and prizes were an-

nounced. As a grand prize the
management of the theater gave

away a live plg, which was won
by Muriel Barnes of Lomita, A
peculiar incident was attendant
to this prize, as Mr., Barnes had
driven his family to the thea:
ter that evening before he at-
tended another meeting. Just as
he left he waved at his daugh:
ter and said: “Gqodbye, Muriel,
bring home the bacon,” “not
knowing, of course, that a pig
was to be given away. (April
21, 1922),

|

PROMOTED ',

+ « Paul San-
ders, assistant plant manage:r |
of the General Petroleum Cor-

poration., was recently named |
to that position from bis' pre:
vious role as general super- |
intendent of the sprawling re. |
finery. Sanders has heen with
the local refinery. since It was
first started In 1929, His pre- |
sent position was filled pre.
viously by Richard Lauter-
bach, who has been named
of the L
new Bellingham, Wagh., re. I
tinery. |

-

400 S, SEPULVEDA ™ —

PLYMOUTH 4-9800

Brich & Jilo
Company.

v 2217 W. 174TH ST, TORRANCE

MAIL ADDRESS P, O, I}OX 1125 ST "A"
GARDENA, CALIF,

MENLO 4.232]

¥

‘For:many years we have served the Torrance area and we are happy to
salute our many Torrance friends and this fine city on the occasion of the
40th Anniversary of the corgmunity's founding.

YOUR BUICK DEALER

"BUICK'S THE BUY"

McCOLLUM BUICK

- Sales and Service

ol

MANHATTAN BEACH

1316 CABRILLO

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE SERVED THIS GROWING °
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

PRECISION PRINTING OF OFFICE,
- FACTORY AND BOOKKEEPING
MACHINE FORMS

AUTOMATIC PRINTING €0.

LITHOGRAPHERS & PRINTERS R

AVE,

TORRANCE 313




