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CITY LANDMARK . . . Torrance Shops of the Pacific .

Electric’ Rallway are among

the . city’s oldest industries.

Top left: Administration Building of the 6l-acre plnnt. Tnp

Pacific Electrrc Railway

right: Interlor view: of part of the busy machine shop.: Lower
right: Air view of major buildings ol tha shops, biilt in

1918, Lower left: is  Kenneth L.

ndﬂ-mm, PE* axent in

Torrnnoe. His - offices are at 1200 Border ' Ave.

One hundlnd. yemq thr
was born in Gowanda, N,
The boy was destined,

Torrance, famed in law
as the attorney who repres
the Seneca Indian nation from
1852 to 1855 in that tribe's court
disputes with the U. 8, govern:
ment,

Young Torrande completed his
education at Sheffield Scientific
School;, Yale University, in 1875
He was graduated with the de.
gree of Bachelor of Philosophy,

Failing Health |

For 10 years, his carcer as a
lumberman, realty operator, and
banker was centered in his home
town. But failing heaith necessi-
tated a change in locale. After
spending fwo years in Stral-
sund, N. Y,; hé¢ moved to Pasa-
dena, and plunged into the real
estate development of that com-
munity. ‘Hé was ‘also insiru-
mental in the instaliation of Pas-
adena's electric street lighting
stem, i

Between the year he took up
residence in Pasadena and
Murch, 1921, the date of his
death, he was a director in
more than 140 corporations,’ in
such fields as education, indus-
ry, land, cattle, ofl, clectricily,
transportation, banking, honds,

‘agriculture, horticulture, real es-

tate, and various public utilities,
Among his directorships were
ones with the Union Oil Co,
Edison Electric Co. (he was vice-
president), Palomar Land and

Cattlé - Co,, owners of 2 million

monthg and 27 days ago,
30 miles. southeast of ' Buffalo,
60 years later, to found the city of

i boy

Torrance on what was in 1911 windswept nun: u[ pummm .md
beans, ! b -

He was Jared Sidney Tor-
rance, son of Cyrenius Chapin
circles

acres of grazing land in north-
ern Mexico; Chino Land and Wa-
ter Co,
Savings Bank, Pasadena Electric
Light and Power. Co, Ventura
County 'Power Co., Unlun Tool
Co, California Industrial Co.,
Torrance Marshall'and' Co,, Do:

minguez Land Co, Chester Fire.
Los  Angeles
McKinley

proof' Bldg. Co,
Public Market, TInc,
Home for Boys, 'LaVerne Sani:
tarium, Southwest Museéum, and
the Barlow Sanitarium Assn.
. Married Twice

Torrance was martied to An-

nie Laurie Fowler, of Oakland,

e

Founder of Torrance Born 100 Years Ago

nance. caster " at
Litchfield, Conn,
the Revolutionary Wl

Bt hn n

|younger brother to Robert,

Los Angeles Trust :md]“"d in western New York and

osl’xbh‘-hnd a large woolen mil

)

Indian Wars, and ‘was an ord.
Allen’s |
t during

“Torrance’s grandfather, Styles,
set-

When Torrance died at hll
|8outh Pasadena home on March
29, 1921, he left an estate valued
at $2,018581.. Among the be-

1 |stitutions’ was one for the Jared
1|Sidney Torrance Memorial hos
pital,

8000 Chi|dren

part of the deal is.the cow i
brothers, Ralph and' Al, operat
tific dairies in' this area
Children of Torrance are ofte

Guests at

Modern Dairy Farm Here

The: machine age and sanitation have made such great preg.
ress in the 'dairy industry that about the only unmechanized

tself, Stanley Voges and his twa
te one of the fastgrowing sclen-

Inglewood Farms.

n*

at- Pasadena ‘on Feb, 13, 1880, [} h
guests ‘at the dairy .and may
leo :0“5, g”" bor n "’v the '":"' view “production: from the ma- O era Grou 7
ple, Jared Sidney, ., and ToWn|chine “milking «to bottling in
Fowler. Torrange was ‘left a| )

widower  in 1883.' He married a
second time, to Helena Hedy, of
San ‘Francisco, on* June 6, 1914,

Torrance's : two sons ‘by  his
first wife did not live long. One
died in infancy, and:the second
was killed in an accident when
he was nine years old.

Politically, he was an indepen-
dent, ‘Socially, ‘he belonged « to
the. Valley Hunt Club of Phsa-
dena; California Club, Los: An-
geles, ~and the  Los Angeles
Chamber of Commierce,

He  was a descendent. of Ro-
bert Torrance, who came to the
United States in 1754 from: May-
oghle, County . Derry, Ireland.

Torrance's granduncle, Robert;
wag. one of the “Green Mountain
Boys" during . the  French: and

A Pioneer Firm In Torrance

Among the pianeer lndustrles and largest emp]nycr{ of skllled labor in Torrance ‘are. the
shops of Pae!ﬂc Plectric Railway Co., which.-have been a local landmark ‘since the city was a

five.year-old,

For 35 years this 61-acre sl(e. which used to be.surrounded by bean®fields*but now is 'en-{',)
circled ‘by neat housing develupments, has been. the center of major repair, overhaul, and main-

tenance work on all types of*

Pacific Electric rolling stock —
freight, express and passenger
~—operating in four couFtles.
In recent years Pacific Elec
tric ' has been converting pas-
senger operations on many lines
from rail to motor: coach equip~
ment, but at the same time its
rail freight - operations have
shown steddy 'growth' to keep
abreast of the.increasing’ indus-
trialization- of ‘Southern: Galifor-
nia. The Torrance shops there-
fore continue to be vital to PE
ns in  the maintenance
of freight as we 138 passenger
equipment,
Completed InF1018
The $2,000,000 plant 'was com-:
pleted ‘early in 1018 in time to
help to meet somegofathe ur-
gent transportation rifeds of
World War I, Priop tofthe war,
PE shops were at Cen|
tral in Los Angeles, amd these
were vacated when the Torrance
shops went into operation.
The shops were designed‘pri-
marily for repair and main-

tenance work, but alsd were

equipped for limited manufac-
ture of parts and fer new con-
struction work, As soon. as the
shops were opened in 1918 they
began turning out frelghf. cars

for the war effort,
Isater, 13 big locomotlves were
and equip:

a fourth “over-speed” producing
up to .35 miles. per hour,. but
seldom ‘' used. These machines
cost $8000 each, or about one.
third the cost of the 48-passen.
ger streamlined .coaches now
used in PE's modgrnization. pro.
gram. G 3
260 Employed

Approximately 260 persons are
employed at ‘the Torrance|
shops . taday.. in. ;major.. recondl:
tioning work on passenger rail
ears, express cars, mail cars,
freight: cars, and . locomotives.
PE's 56 locomotives are of four
typn —27 electri¢, two gas-elec-
tric, “six ‘steam, and .21 “diesel-
eléctrics recently placed ‘in ser-
vice as a step toward compléte
dieselization of fmght opexa
tions ‘on the

|mumlles of this gereral area to
bolster the ‘prosperity of the eén-
|tire area. A major part of the
Torrance ghops’ annual ' payroll
of approximately $900.000 is of
course spent in ‘Tocrance,

Historically, PE = activ-
ity in Tor'rance sprang from pas-
genger service which ‘began in
1889 with the Los Angeles and
Redondo Railway, originally . a
narrow-gauge steam line oper:
ating via Sunnyside, : Athens,
Gardena and the, Torrance area.

founded . Pacific ;Electtic and
built: a main line from Los An:
geles to Long Beach in~ 1802,
took_over this pioneer line and
electified it in 1908. Then, in
1911 the Los Angeles and Re-

of freight track.

In addition, the shops perfqrm
certain maintenance work onthe
company's 660 ‘motor coaches,
many of which now are under-
going complete repainting here
along with many of the 208 pas-
senger rail cars. .

The three major buildings on
the Torrance property are huge
ones, each covering 80,000 square
feet, In- all there are 13 build:
ings, including a two-story ad:
ministration. structure.

Top executive here is F.. H.

do, ‘with. its 'y lines,

er major, systems to form the

unified: PE service which won

fame. as the largest and best

electric interurban system:in the
world,

Excursion: Trips

Those were the days when PE

via- blye cars to tourist attrac-
tions  all ‘over Southern Califor:

ended
area 'to the PE-owned' “largest
salt water plunge in the wor!d"

Markley, superi) dent of rail

at

ped there, and 60 motor coach

bodies were manufactured and

installed on White Co. chassis.

Placed in local line  gervice

ln Pasadena and some other
ities, ‘these 25

working-wlth E. A.
Stevens, PE general superintend-
ent of motive power.
.Office Here
Pacific Electric also maintains
offices in Torrance at 1200 Bor-

buses were among the first to
be operated by Pacific Blectrie,
They were turned out in 1928

the rate of one a day, Third
ear gave them a spéed of 25
miles per hour, and there was

Two Macks
Electric in

Its 30th Year

Now in its 80th year, Two

. Macks Electric Co. was founded

i Torrance by Mr. and Mus,
John' B. McComiskey, the two
#Macks” having been the hus.
band and wife. The firm  at
present is owned by Homer Mor-
gan, stepson of Mr. McComls-
key, who bought out the found«
er's interests here in 1032, A
brother, George Morgan, was a
partner until 1947,

Specializing in industrial elec:
trical installation and mainten-
ance, Two Macks employs 10
and uses four trucks. They in:
stalled the revised Torrance wa-
ter plant, maintain the Manhat:
tan ¢ity water plant, and do
the electrical work for CCMO

and other oil ficlds from New

hall to Costa Mesa.

Homer Morgan and wife, Ro-
salie, reside here, They have
two children, Mrs, Betsy Ruth
Hansen, a son, Bill, attending
New Mexico A, & M, and three

der Ave., where Kenneth. L. Ans
derson is the r:ompdnys agent
serving the public.

More Pacific Electric employ-
ees—118—live in Torrance than
in any other South Bay dom-

go to 50 citizzns of Rodundo

.|the regular red cars for pa

munlty PE payroll checks also)

Those were the days, too, when
PE ran its green funeral cars,
with their gre;;uul names like
‘Aqua ManSa ' (Smdoth Water).
One of the best known oftthese
was ‘No, 200 on: the Los Ange:|
les-Redondo Line, pe
The blue and green: cars and|
en-
ger service Mo’ longer-run to

serve the beach area, but the
PE shops and PE lrolght S6r-
vice' continue to be an Ampor-

49 In Gardena, 33 in Inglowoadltant part of the business .and|.
aml employes in all tﬂher com-lindustrial life of the city.

DALTON ROLLERS . .
Machine Works inspect soni

grandehildren,

track laying caterpiliars,

Two “employees * of  the ™ DEM'
e Dulwndeﬂznad rol!erudor

Henry *E. Huntingtong \_vho'

was consnllda(ed Wwith thlee oth-,

gperated popular -excursion trips|

nia, One of the favorite routes)
dn  a trip \ through this|

rance, although motor, coaches| ™

equipment of spotless, ‘stainles:
steel,

Some' 60 bottles. per mlnuu
or

deliver
of the area. 5

Last .year some
wood Farms,
their teachers, the youwgster:
wére shown through the plan

superintendent, E, 8, “Barn ey
Barnhard, graduate
State University and a top-fligh

Amo Blvd, and Madrona Ave.

14,000 a day, are ‘filled and
taken to the loading dock where
80 home delivery trucks line up
in the early morning hours to
the milk to the homes

8000 schoo.
children were guests of ' ingle-
Accompanied by
gladults,

by the Vogns and their gcmul
of. Ohio

dairy chemist and . technologist.
The dairy is located at Del

5

To Present
‘Rose Marie'

Tickets for the coming pro-
duction of “Rose Marie” have
gon on sale according to the di-

Opera Assoc,, Melville H, Tully,

The 14th show to be produc-
ed by this group of South Bay
the popular show " will
t{feature the singing of Bettie
‘Bailey and Dick Williams, ° the
two romantic leads,

The show starts on Friday
tievening, Dec, 5, and runs for
three additional performances:
Saturday, Dec, 6, and the follow:
ing weekend, Dec. 12 and 13,

CONGRATULATIONS, TORRANCE. ..

v Born seven years before Torrance was dedicated, National
“u ', Electric has grown steadily until today, in all of its plants,
more than 3000 men and women make their living in.the

" manufacture and sale of over 5000 products, .

The Torrance plant is the modern, new. sister-plant to
National Electric's other great operations in Ambridge,
"9 “Pa, and Elizabeth, N. J. Purchased in 1948, this plant
makes us' a. relative newcomer to Southern California,

WIRES -+ CABLES - +

. CONDUITS -

EVERYTHING' IN'WIRING -POINTS TO

from a newcomer that's an

' Asalutetothe citizens of Torr;hce on their 40th Anniversary -
 ~—from National Electric Products Corporation.

_“.dd

TNational Electric Products

I\w-r'ohmn .

3 Plonts

BUSWAYS

33 sales Offises

RACEWAYS « FIT

TINGS «

-timer”’/

‘But Nationial Electric is an- *‘old-timer”

in the electrical

industry;—America's foremost producer of electrical rough-
‘ing-in materials since 1905.
'I‘he Ton-ahce plant is now undergoing its aecaud expansion

in four years—proof that National Electric plans to be(.ome
an “old-timer” in Torrance, too.

Tlﬁs success m-due t,o the men and women of National
Electric—people whose loyalty to their company and pride
in their work have made such brand names as “Flexsteel”,
and others, bywolds of électrical mutcuuls buyers through-
out the nutmn.

TV ANTENNAS AND ACCESSORIES

quests to various charitable in-

rector of the South Bay Civie




