“First Superintendent
Still Offers Support
To Local Hospital

Miss Esther Z. Maxwell, the
Torrance Memorial Hospital's
first superintendent, s still act-
fve in the support of the insti:
tution l’huugh retived since 19420
N was under her supervision
that the hospital first earned
the rating of a Class A hospital
as rated by the American Col:
lege of Surgeons, She also sw
pervised the purchase and in:
stallafion of the hospital's flst,
equipment 25 years ago,
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Torrance Ilospltal Birthplace of
12,140 Babies in 25 Yeays

Af all the persons born

at Torrance Memorial Hospital

were tor gather around the hospital's 25th birthday cake this

week,

it would have to be large cnough to arcommmlnte a

crowd about half the 'size of the city of Torrance.

 Association's First
President Served
Community 13 Years °

Dr, J, 8. Lancaster as the first
président of the Torrance’ Hos-
pital Association was largely re-
sponsible for the e of mem-
berships in the association that
subseribed  §35,000 to furnish
the institution. His 13 years of
service to the hospital and com:
munity ended with hi timely
death in 1938, He was, succeeded
by R, R. Smith, a ‘retired super-
intendent at National Supply
who 'still serves as president,
Donald Rihdley has served as
secretary - during  the = enthe
quarter century and is the
“hardest working"
the, governing board,

member of

\As of last week there have been 12,140 babies delivered at

Jhe -loeal hospital. '

It was 25 years ago on May
A7, that the first two patients
qualified in a dead heat for the

honor of being the first patients -

to. enter:
hospital.
- According to the records,
Earl A. Hillman of Torrance
and Margaret Houts of Lo-
mita registered as '.h(‘ local in?
stitution’s first patients.

Since that date more. than
45,280 patiens have been treaf-
ed at the local hospital, accord-
ing to the records of Miss Elsa
Hammerstrom, superintendent.,

As of last week there have
heen 12,140 babies delivered at,
th> local hospital. ~

The hospital was built - by
Mrs. Jared Sidney Torrance, wife
of the founder of the City of
Torrange and. other heirs as a
memorial to Mr. Torrance. Ac-
tually the hospital was started

the then brand new

from a grant of $100,000 made . -

by Mr. Torrange, who died be-
fore the hospital was complctod

An additional $35,000" required

to furnish- the hospital was
rajised through public sale of
membership in the Torrance Me-
morial Hospital Assoviation,

Today, as always, the insti-
tution is a non-profit organiza-
tion” headed by a board of di-.
tectors, all of whom serve with-
out pay. Heading the present
board is® R. R. -Smith, retired
superintendent at National Sup-
ply Company. - Other members
of - the .present - board
Grover C. Whyte, vice president;
Dr. J. W. Begeman, treasurer;
Donald Findley, secretary and
Mrs. Dorothy Jamieson, Mrs.
Charles A, Curtiss, Mrs. L: C.
Niller, O. A.>Kresse, Dr. Roy
Flesher, all directors.

The hospital  as established
under the grant set up-in a
. will by Mr. Torrance, originally
contdined 28 heds. The addition
of 'two wings, one just com:
pleted last year at a cost of
§50,000, has increased ‘the cap-

include- ,
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hospital as |lu-lr Mrﬂuﬂu(o

acity to' 65 beds. ’

It is the 'only hospital be-
tween Santa Monica and Long
Beach rated as a Class A hos-
pital by the American College
of Surgeons and for that rea-
son erjoys serving people from
all over the Southland.

Since the institution ‘is gov-
erned by an organization ‘which
must remain non-profit, the lo-

c«l hospital can offer rates

comparable to any such Class
A hospital in the state. Helping
support the hospital is 4 grant
averaging $600 a month estab-
lished by the hospital's founder
in his will. The money is part

. of the profits from the Brack

Shops of Los Angeles owned in
part by Mr. Torrandé,
Miss Elsa Hammerstrom, pre-

3
his week marks lhc- completion of a quarter'of n u'n(ur, 01 service hv the Torrarce Mmmﬂul Hospital to the (lty of
The lmul institution is located on a grassy: Iumll at 142! ’i l‘.ngruvhl uvvnllr.

= Dark Years of 1932- 33
‘Lighted" by Efforts
~ Of Dr. George Shidler

Dr, George P, Shidler,
ate and co-worker of Dr, Lan-
caster, did , much dywing  the
early, days of the Torrance Me:

associ

“morial Hospital to help bolster

the institution’s finance
During the dark depression
years of 193233, < Dr, Shidler
sparked a series of Hospital balls
and other benefits to keep the
hospital's’ financgs gn balancg
and enable it to cohtinue sery-
ing' the community, He died on
September 12, 1937, at the age
of b, ‘

‘years ago this

Local Hospital Observes Silver Anniversary

ST ARRIVAL . . . Smallest living tot ever to be
delivered at the Torrance Memorial Hospital
weighed in at just
Since. the hospital first opened 235
week, more than 12,140 new arrivals have listed the local

is Katherine
under two

sent superintendent of ‘/(he Tor-
rance Memorial Hospital, took
over the reins at the hospital in
1942, She sugceeded Miss Esther
Z. Maxwell, who together with
Miss’ Hammerstrom have been
tie only two superintendents in
the hospital's 25-year history. It
was under her direct supervi-
sion‘that a 28bed, $50,000 wing
was added to the present facile
ities last ycar,

Widow of Hospital's
Founder Crystallized
Her Husband's: Vision

Mrs, Helena Childs Torrance,
late widow of the Founder of
the City of -Torrance and the
Torrance Memorial Hospital, led
the efforis to make certain that
hér husband’s vision ‘of a coms
munity hospital would become a
herselt left a $2500
endowment to the hospital fols
lowing her death on October 18,
1040, Many families still do not

reality: "She

vealize that Mrs. Torvance was
their  benetactor in times of
financial stress,
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