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ne Shot, Three Jailed i 
izarre Holiday Gun Play

FATAL BLAST SCENE . . . Officer John Maestri' standing near heater believed responsible 
 for a Christmas morning blast which killed aGranie'rcy 'avenue resident, - Inspects damage to 
wall of home. Herald Photo

Shipyard Guard Dies Two Hours 
After Explosion Wrecks Home

Due to arrive In New York by air this morning Is th« body J 
of Thomas D. Condon, boat yard guard, who was killed in a gas 
Heater explosion on Christmas morning.

The 60-year-old employee of the Harbor Boat Building Com­ 
pany died of shock at the Harbor General Hospital about -an 

' hour after he was severely 
burned when he attempted lo 
light a leaking gas heater in his 
small apartment at 1710'i Cram- 

The blast which rocked the' 
neighborhood at 8:16 am. Christ.-, 
mas morning was so intense 
one wall of the building was 
knocked nut and several win­ 
dows broken.

Intense heat of the single hlftst 
was so hot the paint op the ceil­ 
ing throughout the entire house 
was Mistered. Bristles on briisjies 
in the next room were burned 
to I fie handle bane.

Condon, a resident here for 
I he past, ten yeai'K, was thrown 
across the room by the forco of 
thn blast. The skin on his legs 
was blasted from his shin bones. 
When police arrived he was 
ting in a chair waiting for

"Isn't thla a fine thine to have 
happen on Christmas?" liu wu» 
(Minted UH Huylng I" Officer 
John toiieslrl of the TOITBIH-« 
Police Department.

the Harbor

Walteria Roads 
To Receive 
City Attention

A f ( e r hearing complaints 
that streets In the \Valt«rIu 
area hocome quagmires during 
the wlnt«r rainy weather, the 
City Council Tuesday night 
ordered the street department 
to give Immediate attention to 
the roads-
Letters from (he Wallet-la Civ­ 

ic Organization and the Bitsi- 
nessijien's Club claimed the 
streets were In "deplorable" con­ 
dition and urged immediate im­ 
provement of the unpaved 
streets-

To undertake any large scale 
Improvements at this time, City 
Manager George W. Slevens 
flajd, would be impractical and 
expensive.

He said that leaking water 
mains In th
constant washouts and 
mining Replacing of II 
woilM only cause the teai 
of pavement if the streei 
payed before the water 
were installed. This wouli 

stly

under- 
 > lines

it, IK.I

Man Slugged, 
Robbed Here

Four unidentified assailants 
early Saturday morning slugged 
and robbed Benny Montcgno, 
18344 El Nido avenue, as the 
man left a cafe at 1327 Cabrillo 
avenue-

The attack, which occurred In 
an alley behind the cafe, netted 
the quartet $10 and the remain­ 
der of the contents of .Monteg- 
no's billfold, according to police 
reports. '

Montegno told police he was 
leaving the cafe at 3:25 a.m- 
when he was stopped by three 
sailors and a civilian who beat 
him up and looted his pockets.

General Hospital by Sullivan 
Ambulance. Hospital attendants 
said he died of shock.

Stone and Mytis, in charge of 
shipping the remains lo relatives, 
in New York, stated that there 
... i,' no liiiiiv.n i-i-lativi-s of the 
  i.ru.ii oiii.cr lunm here.

Public invited 
to Jaycvv Party 

)'. In JVo. Torrancc
It's "Howdy Slranfer" to­ 

night at the Torrance Junior 
Chamber of Commerce's "Get 
Acquainted I'nrt.v" III the Hlg 
Bln'N Brick 1'allo, 2217 Went 
171th street.

Vul Mlletlch, chairman of 
th» party committee, , an­ 
nounced there would be danc­ 
ing, refreshments and door 
prill's donated by Torraiice 
merchant*.

The parly IK free and the 
publle la Invited, Mlletlch, re 
ported.

 All Quiet' Here 
Despite Heavy 
U.S. Traffic toll

\Vhlto the rest of the Southland and the nation wag caught 
In Its usual Yuletlde frenzy of traffic accidents, Tocrance mo­ 
torists escaped last weekend without a scratch. Not a single 
traffic accident was reported here; there was only one In­ 
stance of reported drunken 'driving.

Torrance's night before Christ­ 
mas' was just as it should have 
been.

So.said Chief of Police John 
H. Stroh this week as he sur­ 
veyed the surprisingly light 
"damages" which resulted from 
the holiday weekend.

Although the local police force 
was out In full strength to pre- 
vent any misdirection of Yule- 
tide merrymaking, only one case 
of drunken driving was report­

Local Youth 
Takes Rifle 

in Foot
A Yule celebration that began 

Christmas Day ended the next 
morning with three local men 
In Jail   one In the hospital 
with a bullet wound In the 
foot. r 
Booked in .San Pcdro on sus­ 

picion of burglary were:
Cureton W- "Doc" Sinimons, 

owner of "Doc's Fountain1* at 
2203 Torrance boulevard.

Ji O'Toole, 20, temporary
postal employee and son of a 
rural route carrier, Mrs- Mar­ 
garet O'Toole, 1228 Madrid ave­ 
nue.

Sam M. Intel-mill, 23, of 1018 
West 256th street, Harbor City. 

Young O'Toole was treated at 
he jail hospital for a bullet 

wound in the foot after he re­ 
ceived a 22 cal. slug said to

Melecio Dellotta, -manager of a 
harbor rooming house.

Still another man, John Lee 
McCoy who gave his address as 
Los Angeles was also booked as 
the result of the Yule celebra­ 
tion fracas.

It began said San Pedro de­ 
tectives when the three men ap­ 
proached McCoj> seeking his ad­ 
vice on the location of late hour 
entertainment. McCoy is said to 
have offered his services for $20. 
One of the trio is said to have 
passed, the money to McCpy who 
went- Into Dellota's rooming 
house, telling the trio to wait 
outside.

After waiting quite a while 
and seeing no sign of McCoy, 
the $20, or a signal of a raised 
and lowered window shade from

Ithln the house, _ the trio are 
then said to have entered the

(Continued P«gi 2)

Prizes Awarded 
To Yule Home 
Decor Winners

First prizes in the Torrancc 
Terrace Garden Club Christmas 
home lighting contest were 
awarded this week to the L. J.

Armstrong family at 1633 Juni­ 
per avenue and to the George 
L. Proberts at 1428 El Prado. 
Prizes were polnsettla plants.

The prize-winning Armstrong 
home was gaily decorated witli 
three-foot Imitation candles at 
the doorway and a lighted Yule 
tree sjood in the window. In 
another window, a shadowgram 
depicted a Bible scene.

The Probcrt homo was embcll 
ished by a four-foot replica of 
Santa C)aus 'poised for entry 
into the chimney.

Mrs. Albeit Ewalt, a gardu, 
club member, won the prtM 
dent's floral award Inasmuch as 

nbers were not eligible for 
entry Into the general contest. 
Mrs. Kwalt's home IB at 1022 
West 21Bth street.

ed. Generally, everybody had a 
good time and didn't get into 
mischief, the Chief declared.

The dubious distinction of be­ 
ing Torrance's lone candidate for 
operating an auto while in'tipsy 
condition went to Jose Luna, 
4380 West 182rid street. Luna 
was released'on $150 bail Rend­ 
ing a hearing before City Judge 
Otto B. Willett today. With 
Luna were Louie Martinez, 212 
Sepulveda boulevard, and ,Joe j 
Torres, 298 Arlington avenue. 
Both were charged with riding 
in a car In a drunken coition 
and were released on $25 bail-

Fill It Up!

(H)OXJB' GLASS FILLER . .. Trances Burring ton, former Torraiice Queen, and now a Johlor 
at Mills College, scoops Father time by the bucketful ns she replenishes the sands of tlm$ 
on Torrance Beach. _____________Special Photo Bttact by Lee Welnsteln

Teen Age Dance 
Postponed Until 
Ne-xt Thursday

Because many of the city's 
teenagers are out of town dur­ 
ing the Christmas holidays, the 
regular Thursday night Teen 
Age Dance at the VPW Hall

Fire Causes Much 
Smoke, Small Damage

Fire, which caused much 
smoke but minor damage, was 
reported at the American Rock 
Wool plant, 401 Arlington ave­ 
nue, at 5 p.m.' Monday.

The blaze occurred in a ma­ 
chine which' spreads liquid as; 
phalt on paper, and pot'tlons df 
two rolls of paper were burned 
at an estimated loss of $25.

Post Office 
Records Crumble

More than 71,000 letters 
were cancelled at the Torrance 
Post Office December 10 to 
add to the record-breaking to­ 
tal of postal activity for the 
year, acting Postmaster Louis 
II. I)cinIn K er said this week. 
The local post oil ice head ex-

; pects that last - year's record- 
smashing total is to be exceeded 
by $4000 $5000 when a final tally 
of postal receipts Is taken.

He said that although most of 
the 42 -extra employees hired tot 
the Yule rush had been dis­ 
missed, the post office "was still 
going strong on Tuesday."

Thirteen vehicles were rert 
to help deliver the record 
load.

Aiding also, said Deinin 
was'the Post Office Annex 
cated in the former location of 
the Torrancc Herald and the 
Drive-in service also in the same 
building. He said the public re­ 
ceived them well and by making 
extensive use of the facilities re­ 
duced the load at the main post 
office.

An average of 1000 Ini 
packages were handled 
during the peak of the 0 
mas mailing rush, Deinli 
said.

Robert Sleet h, Walteria 
station postmaster, also re 
ed a record-breaking Yule 
son.

YULE WINNER ... I.. J. ArnmlroiiK'H homo at 
 ward* In but week'* Torrance Terrace Gurdun

.llllll|H-| UVCJIIIe

ClirMiiius Homo Light Cuntesl.
Herald Photo

Lt. Gov. Knight 
Will Address 
Joint-Club Meet

Lt. Governor Goodwln Knight 
has accepted an invitation to 
speak at a Joint meeting of ell 
Torranee service clubs ,to b* 
held sometime In the latter part 
ol March or early April.

The meeting, which will b» 
larp-r and similar .to an event 
held this year, will Include thf 
lour major service clubs, Ltoni, 
Kmanis, liotary, and OptimuU*. 
The Toastmastcrs club also will

I.I Cmeral Ira O. Baker wa» 
:,prak<-r at the Joint m««tln( 
hrlil this summer. Actual dal» 
ior tin- IBM event will not b* 
set until the first of April. The 
.meeting probably will lie held 
In the Civic Auditorium.

*SEE 1949 IN REVIEW « A FULL PAGE OF PICTURES ON PAGE 5


