CITY COUNCIL

|

RESCINS

‘HOUSEBREAKING’ LAY ON

A

VICE OF NEW AT

RNEY

The Torrance “housebreaking” ordlnnv:‘ recently approved
by  the City Council for the first reading vas rescinded by the

Council, Dec. 23,

The motion to rescind was offered by Guncilman ©, M. Gil-

vote, asked City Attorney C.
Douglas Smith for an opinion
on the ordinance which would
have permitted police to enter
a house and arrest any person
accused of intoxication to the
“annoyance” of any other ner-
son--inside or out,

In the City Council chamber
were citizens awaiting an oppor-
tunity to protest the issue,
headed by George W, Downing.
The ordinance was in violation
of the Fourth Amendment to
the United States Constitution,

, they asserted,

“I recommend that this or-
dinance be dropped,” City At
torney Smith said in conclud-
ing his remarks in which he
expressed amazement at the
fact that tha Los Angeles Cily
has such un\nr«llnnncn,

Smith declated that the pro.
posed Torrande ordinance had
been misinterpreted and said
that ‘“careful | reading shows
that the provisbns of the ordi-
nance are not\different from
those already ijovided in the
general laws,” thls showing the
need for the ordhance did not
oxist as claimed| by Chief of
Police John Stmh\in urging its
adoption. \

“The alleged \annoyance'”
Smith said, “must § committed
in the presence of\the officer,
and this ordinance| serves no
rood purpose other
the law provides alr

Chief of Police
often said that policdare help
less when a wife clis com-
plaining of intoxicathn and
| abuse on the part of Br mate

v —unless the wife sign

Whether or not, with
intoxicating liauor bein,

Council can legislate as
consumption in a private
was not revealed in
Attorney’s opinion:
claimed that this would hel
constitutional in itself.

It was the contention of |the
attorney that the jed'
person stiil would have to

bert, and’ Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey, Jr.,

innediately after the
Moo A —— i

Aiort
Contract

Rapped

Some menbers of the Tor-
rance Aviaton Planning Com.
mission fee' that the present
contract meangement with B,
Y. Tarkington for manage.
ment and opevation of Tor.
ratuce Municipad Alrport (Zam-
perini Field) is grossly unfair
to the taxpayers of Torrance
and are seeking a permanent
arrangement which will assure
the City of Torrance a reason.
able Income from the port.
This was revealed as confer-
ences continued hetween the
members of the Commission, the
City Council, Tarkington and
Col. William Fox, Marine avia-
tion hero who Built many of the
South Pacific Marine air bases,
and who is divector of the Re-
gional Planning Commission of
Los Angeles County.
Tarkington, now is receiving
85 per cent of the gross receipts
of the airport, and is supposed
to pay all the expenses,
However, the City has been
paying part of the expenses out
of its 16 per cent, and some
members of the Commission are
contending that' “100 per cent”
of ithe income thus is going to
Tarkington,

Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey, Jr.
has explained that when the
permanent contract is con-
pleted, the City’s contributiong
to the exper=e will be deducted
and taxpayers will be reim-
hursed,

Because of the nature and
size of the airport, built by the
Army on Weston ranch proper-
ty on 101 highway, and because
of the length of its heavy run.

a complaint, unaer terms it
ordinance before an arrest could
he made unless the offense
were committed in the presence
of the officer. However, this
wag not the expressed intention
of the ordinance in the eyes of
those offering the now killed
law.

The matter of legislation an
consumption of liquor “in ¢ us
any private premises or in ang
private house” doubly reficre
{he ordinance unconstitufional
under the fourth amendment, in
4he Bill of Rights, it is clal ned

 Herald Will
' Print Tax-Deg!
Properties Ad

The Torrance Herald ig one of
the 76 community new papers
selected by H. L. Byraw, coun-
ty tax collector, for priating
the advertisements of the 1500
parcels of tas ed prop 3
seattered throughout the coun-
ty which are to be auctioned at
the Hall of Justice in Los An.

geles, commencing Feb, 2, 1048,

The advertising will be pub-
lished for three week: begin.
ning Jan, '8, 1048, Byranm states
that more interest i being
shown in the pending sale,

which is No, 51 of the series,

‘han in any heretofore held. He

+ accounts for this on th: grounds

! wthat the Board of Suicrvisors

‘has lowered the formuli for the
opening minimum bid ;rices.

The tax collector points out
that the Feb, 2 offering consists
only of selected parels with
assessed valuations ranging
from $300 to the $10,00 valua-
tion of a 22.acre pie¢e in Bene-
diet Canyon.

Particular Interest 15 being
eyidenced, he said, in numerous
parcels of acreage behg offered
in the Palmdale district where
the county is establshing the
new multi-million dolar airport
and where the Lockiead Com.
pany proposes to eutablish its
huge plant,

BALL SEEKS TO
REZONE NORTH
TORRANCE LAND

A petition of I Ball to
change the zoning block 47,
McDonald tract, o agricul
ture to commercia! has heen
referred to the Cily Planning
Commission by the City Coun-

eil.

Block 47 is bordeiod by Cren:
shaw boulevard, Redondo Beach
boulevard. 164th sfreet and a

ways, estimates and offers to
the ity haevic % Jid that the
airport’ éasily calfl yoturn a pro-
fit of §50,000 #nd $100,000 2

year, if properly qeveloped.
The aivport was acquired from
the Federal government on ¢
right of entry, permit basis, but
% deed is being prepared giving
the city full possession of the
afrport except in emergency.

Oity Bus Lines
To Run Special
To Rose Parade

The Torrance Municipal Bus
Lines will run a special bus
to Pasadena for the Tourna-
ment of Roses parade, Wil
liam Murphey, manager, has
announced,

. Reservations must be made

and special tickets for the
vound trip now are on sale
at the Beacon Drug depot

and at the bus office in the
City Hall,

Pilee for ihe ivip will be
$1.50 and the bus will leave
the Beacon Drug depot at 6
an. Jan, 1. The bus is sched-
uled to return about one half
hour after the parade passes
the intersection Wear the bus,

Einisi;i“r;:;_- ;ro
Tournam?

Torrance's 1948
of Roses float willl be entered
in Class A3 competition, ac:
cording to Dick Miller, president
of the 20-30 Cluh whith ig spon.
soring the project,

Class A-8 competition includes
cities with populatiors ranging
from ten to twenty thousand.
Last year, the Torince Rose
Parade float took scwond prize
in Class A4 compétijon,

Final touches weré boeing put

on the float Wednwday by
members of varvious civie or
ganizations,

At the same time the com.

munity was being asked to con.

tribute .a number of jtems
needed to complete e tagk
The material, which hoped
would be received by Tyuegday
evening were: 2 Washiuhg, 24
one-quart oil cans, and 24 two

county drainage ('PTnm-l.

and one half ineh paint by ehes
Contributors were acl e
bring the items to Bavi,aiong
Welding Works, 1124 poeder
ave.

The Torrance entry wj gon.
gist of a large rellef .. of
the United States in th ;..
ground with Californla o),
in golden flowers, A hyy of
plenty will originate 1n cq)j
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flappy New Year

Building permits issued by

history.

Inc,
total $60,366.

following: Chester Hjelm, 2613

Gulf avenue, Wilmington,

$2560.

TOTAL BUILDING FOR YEAR
NEXT HIGHEST iN HISTORY

the Torrance Building Depart.

ment office during the year 194% as of Monday, totaled $7,281,
968 in the second greatest year for construction in the city's

The all-:time high was established in 1942 when a spurt of
wartime industrial building sent the total to $7,607,764. This
year'’s figure, more than double the 1946 sum of $3,096,964,
was made up largely of residential construction,

During the past week permits to build ten homes on Adolf
avenue and Newton street were taken out by Select Homes,
Valuation of proposed dwellings as listed on the permits

Other permits issued during the past week included the

Via Ramon, Palos Verdes, resi

dence 1520 Fern avenue, $8,000; K, Nyazaki, 4801 Torrance boule.
vard, residence 19400 Hawthorne avenue, $1,500; K. Dossi, 843
private

garage 2448 Cabrillo ave,,

ﬁhambef Will
Pick Officers
On January 5

Election of officers of the
Chamber of Commerce for 1948
will be held in the Pacific Coast
Club at Long Beach on Jan. 5,
according to Blaine C. Walker,
secretary.

The beard of directors will
attend the dinner meeting at
which Robert Plomert, Jr., wil
be host. A new president, two
vice presidents, a trecasurer and
secretary will be selected by the
board.

Reed H. Parkin, president for

1947, was reelected to a posl-
tion on the board as was
Grover C. Whyte. Other mem

bers are Charles T. Rippy, vice
vresident; Charles V. Jones, vice
vresident; Dear 1., Sears, treas
urer and Walker secrotary. New
hoard members are W, T. Til
‘otson, appointed by the new
board for a three-year term
Bronson C. Buxton to fill the
unexpired term of Rev. Paul
Wheeler and Bob Haggard fill
ing the term of Charles Gotts

The board was elected by the
membership and will choose of
ficers on Jan, 5. Nominating
committee is comprised of

Sears, Jones and Haggard,

uches Put On
nt Of Roses Float

Tournament¥fornia passing through the out

stretched arms of an animated
farmer who will represent the
source of foodstuffs being car-
ried by the friendship train,

At their last regular meet-
ing, the City Council apprapri-
ated $500 to insure completion
of the project with the stipula.
tion that if other donations are
sufficient to cover the cost, the
$500 will be returned to the City.
It is estimated that the total
cost will be bhetween $1,800 and
$2,000,

“The overall cooperation has
been terrific,” Miller said com-
mending in particular, Jack Bar-
rington, who constructed the
“US8" and made his shop facill:
ties available; Tom Watson for
contributing plaster and chicken
wire; Spud Murphy, who drew
the plans for the float using
the facilities of the National
Supply Co.; Joe Kalina, who
constructed the farmer; and In
ternational Dervick Co. for
donating all of the steel used,

After the float returns from
the Pasadena Rose Parade it is
planned to place it on display
in front of the Chamber of
Commerce building on El Prado,

Site For
Helicopter
Selected

Selection of sites for the
helicopter landing field which
will serve Torrance with new-
ly developed type of air mail
have narrowed to two loca
tions, according to Postmaster
C. Earl Conner, and negotia.
tions are under way for one of
the sites,

Service will start on Jan. 10,
and the site for which negotia
tions, on a temporary basis, now
are under way is on Columbia
Steel Co. land west of Westerr
avenue and north of Torrance
boulevard,

Letters have been dispatched
to the main office of Columbia
Steel in San Francisco asking
tor temporary use of the site

which is but a few minutes
from the postoffice.
According to C. M. Belinn

president of Los Angeles Air
ways, which has the contract
with the postoffice department
for pickup and delivery of air
mail by helicopter, the Sikorsky
type of equipment is being used,
and pickups and deliveries will
be made early mornings and
late afternoons for the present,

An effort will be made to
have air mail arviving early
morning at Los Angeles Mu.
nicipal ~ Airport dispatched so
that the carriers may deliver it
in Torrance on the first de-
livery.

Other harbor area cities will
he served on the route which is
nroving a success from the
noint of servite, but not finan.
cially. He said that the post.
office department. will pay only
the actual expenses, and, that
no profit can be made until the
axperimental stage is over and
his company can start carrying
passengers and express,

Four routes are to be oper
ated off Les Angeles Municipal
Aivport at Inglewood, and two
already are under way,

SALM, CROWTHER
REAPPOINTED ON

Willilam Murphey has been ap
the Torrance Municipal Bus Linc

ing of a series of vacant
recent months.

month, with a raise to $400 in
six months, and he will get
$36 per month for use of his
car,

Two Civil Service examina.
tions were held to fill the post
of managing the $150,000-a-year
business for the City. The first
one was limited to Torrance
men, including several
and none passed,

Before the second examina-
tion the City Council gave the
Clyil Service Board of Examin-
ers the right to waive residence
requirements providing no Tor-
rance men are successtul in
passing the test,

This permitted Murphey, who
lives in West Los Angeles, to
take the test, and he passed
high. He stated he intends to
move to Torrance as soon as he
can find a house.

Murphey has been managing
the bus lines for more than a
year since the resignation of C,

Z, Ward who organized the
lines.

Murphey has been reorganiz.
ing the lines and expanding

service to provide transporta-
tion to all sections of the city.

Recently he inaugurated the
Long *Beach-Hawthorne line,
The other offices which had

been vacant are those of City
Attorney, vacated by the resig-
nation of City Judge Otto B.
Willett, who succeeded Justice
of the Peace John A. Shidler to
the City Court bench. C. Doug-
las Smith is the new City At-

torney.
The other was that of City
Engineer, vacated by resigna-

tion of Glenn M. Jain, who is
City Engineer of Redwood City.
George W. Stevens, chief admin-
istrator and engineer at Culver
Zity, will take over thig post
on Jan, 1, combining the office
Wwith that of administrator for
the City of Torrance,

Policemen Sﬁend
Busy Holiday As
Spirits Run High

Drunks, traffic accidents, dis-
turbers of the peace, petty
thievery and an alleged shoot
ing were among Santa's Christ.
mas deliveries’ to the Torrance
Police department Christmas
day.

In a series of episodes which
had members of the force hop-
ping, no less than 11 persons
passed through the portals of
the city jail, spent a few hourg
and then were bailed out. One
of these a woman, tried to tear
the cell apart and
broke a number of fixtures be
fore she was controlled.

Four traffic accidents marred
the holiday traffic record but
only one of them resulted in
injuries. Mr. and Mrs. Theodore
L, Traeger, 26056 Madison street.
Long Beach, were in critical
condition in Harbor General hos-
pital as the vesult of a collision
at 190th street and Crenshaw
avenue Christmas morning., The
Tracger car is said to have
struck the trailer of a gasoline
truck being driven by John J.
Miller, 4908 S, Alameda street
Vernon. According to police re
ports, Traeger was not able to
remember what had happened.
Miller, an employee of the Ash
bury trucking Co., said he saw
the Traeger auto coming toward
him in an ervatic manner and
then described it as leaving the
road before coming back on
the highway and striking his
trailer, police reports showed,
Police are still investigating
an alleged shooting in front of
a local cafe, in which two peo-
ple were arrested.

Mvrs. Jean Goebel, 1108 Cota
avenue, had her purse stolen
during the afternoon of Dee, 24,
It contained, in addition to her
personal  papers, several bills
and some loose change, accord.

wuinen's

PLANNING BODY

Two members of the orpance
City Planning Commission have
been rveappointed by the City
Council,

They ave John Salm, of Salm
Manufacturing Co., rt‘shlh:! at
1824 182nd street. and J, Crow.

ther,

ing to police reports,

Weather Report

City fathers in making the appointment filled the last
of fi
¥

Murphey will receive $350 pvr}

drivers, |

pointed permanent manager of

b8 by the City Councili and the
remain-
resignations

ces caused, by in

William
Murphey, who has been tem-
porary manager of Torrance
Municipal Bus Lines for many
months, has been given the
permanent appointment by the
City Council. (Torrance Herald
Photo),

P.V. ENGINEER
T0 VIE FOR
BOARD POST

A prominent engineer
student of water supply in
this area, W. C, Farquhar of
Palos Verdes Estates, this
week announced his candidacy
for a post on the West Basin
Water District's Board of Di-
rectors,

Lomita Postmaster Rar
Fishel is acting as deputy fo
Farquhar, who secks to repre

sent “Division 1" inclnding Pa
los Verdes Estates, Palos Ver
des Hills, Lomita and Watson
junction on the new the district
board.

The position is a non-salaried
elective office.

The Lemita Committee
West Basin  Water,
Chairman Harold Hall, gave
Farquhar its unqualitied en.
dor t. In attendance were
Hall, Ray H. Reed, H, P. Os-
borne Sr., Ernest Mosher, A.
E. Cook and Captain Frank
Laski.

A refinery engineer for the
Richfield Oil Corp. since 1937,
Farquhar as part of his duties

and

for
under

in that capacity has made a
study of water problems in
Southern Califory and more

particularly the West Basin,

Water El—ection
For West Basin
Set For March 2

March 2, 1948, was set by the
Board of Supervisors for the
election of the Board of Direc-
tors of the West Basin Water
Distriet, according to Chairman
Raymond V. Darby.

The Board approved the divi.
sion of the district as presented
by the committee for the dis
trict, According to the commit-
tee's plan, the fivst division will
encompass Palos Verdes Rs.
tates, Palos Verdes Hills, Lomi-
ta and the tervitory which is |
included in the district lying
south of 233rd street near Long
Beach, |
The second division will in-|
clude Redendo Beach with Clif |
ton and Vietor precinets, and Bl |

Nido precinet. The thivd divi
gion will be the cities of Her-
mosa Beach and Manhattan

Beach, and the county territory
known as El Porto.

The fourth division will' ¢com
prise the City of Bl Segundo
and the county tervitory lying
immediately cast of it and west
of Hawthorne,

The fifth division will com
prise the county tervitory lying
north of the City of Red "
Beach and west of Ha
and all of the remain”’

Dacv Maximum Minimun
2 60 b
a3 % 12
21 b 42
i 51 18
L 84 44
N 81 18
" 74 43
N b L3 | SRR 1 3

distriet including th
Lawndale aiea,

MAY INCREASE

running from the

Interests

Housing
Projects

Approved

Tract maps for two new
subdivisions in Torrance, ome
at the extreme north end of
the city and the other at the
extreme southwest end of the
city, have been approved by
the City Council and the City
Planning Commission.
Providing for 186 new homes

on the northwest corner of 174th
street and Crenshaw boulevard,
tract map No. 156157, submitted
by Southwest Properties, Inc,
was approved. Since the land
level and Torrance Mu-
nicipal Water District No. 2, it
is expected that the firm will
start immediate construction of
homes there. anford B, Schul-
hofer is secretary of the com-
pany and submitted the map.
The tract is directly across the
street from Torrance Manor, the
project of Homer Bale who is
construeting 180 homes there.

The second tract map is No
(5211, that of Sunhaven Proper

ties, Inec., which extends from
Calle Mira Mar to the Torrance
Palos Verd Estates city line
on the es side of Hollywood
Palos Verdes Parkway, general
ly known as Catalina avenue
Nineteen lots are provided fo
the proposed multiple housing
vroject of the Sunhaven firm
Some 400 units will he' included
in the development, it was said
Plans for this tract are contin
gent somewhat on the abandon

in

ment of the east 1121 feet of
Palos  Verdes Parkway which

will be the subject of a confer
ence with the City Council and
Sunhaven representatives on
Jan, 6. The parkway is 225 feet
wide,

!Iott;ré Nov) ‘
May Register
For Election

Torrance voters have until
March 4 to register for the
coming municipal election
April 13, City Clerk A, H.
Bartlett announced this week.

Registration can now he
completed at the City Hall
during the hours 8 to 12 and
i to 5, Mondays through Fri-
days and 8 to 12 on Satur-
days. Closing date for filing
of nomination papers is Ieb,
13,

Persons desiving to vote by
absentee ballots must submit

a request for same to the
City Clerk between Mar, 24
and Apr, 8,

KIWANIS HEAD

v 'y Dave
Colville will be installed Sat
urday evening, Jan, 3, as pres-
ident of Torrance Kiwanis Club,

succeeding Edwin B, Brovn,
when the club's annual dinner
is held in Palos Verdes

Club, More than 150 |

vives and guests aie |

nd,

oy

WILLIAM MURPHEY NOW _ GONTEMPLATED PROJECTS
PERMANENT MANAGER OF

CITY BUS DEPARTMENT

NEW HOUSING

UNITS IN TORRANCE TO 3000

The long contemplated abandonment of portions of the Holly-
wood-Palos Verdes parKway, also known as Catalina avenue,
Redondo Beach
Estates line may be brought to a hemad on Jan. 6.
to build @ $3,000,000 multiple 'dwelllnp;

~¥project of some 400 units have

line to the Palos Verdes

asked that the unused portions
of the 225.-foct wide parkway
be vacated, and it has been
suggested that the actual park
be reduced to 72 feet.

The traffic portions of the
parkway would be in.addition,
making a total of approximately
112 feet, it is said.

The project would increase
to 1,556 the number of hous-
ing units undertaken or
planned in  Torrance during
the year 1047,

Those which actually got un.
der way during the year to
boost bullding permits to
more than $7,200,000 include:

Seaside Ranchos, 200 units;
Kettler Knolls, 200 units; Cali
fornia-Nevada, 519 units; Tor.
vaiice Manor, 180 units and
other smaller developments,

Projected for this year are
approximately 400 more at
Seaside Ranchos and other
proposed development plans
contemplated for 1948 would
increase the total new hous.
ing units In Torvance in the
period 194748 to 3,000,

Another is Southwest Pro-
perties at 174th and Crenshaw
with 180 units proposed.

Jack  Pine's  big multiple
project may get under way,
as well as that of J. E, Stin-
son in the Vista Highlands
area. They would add nearly
850 housing units to Torrance.

At the Jan. 6 conference will
be members of the City Council,
City Planning Commission and
representatives of Sunhaven
Properties, Ine., headed by Ru-
dolph W. Mayer. of Los Ange-
es, Oliver Clark, his attorney,
vecently  appeared  before  the
Council in behalf of the aban-
donment. It had been petitioned
oviginally by the Huntingion
Land Co, and the portions va.
cated would revert to that firm
for transfer to Sunhaven, it is
reported.

The multiple project would in-

clude large apartmends com-
plete  with sun decks, play-
grounds, Joggias, garages and

other improvements.

The backers are affiliated with
the development of some 519
homes in the Hollywood Riviera
section, under the name of Cali-
fornia-Nevada Corp,, officials
said.

HagqarJTo
Lead Drive

Bob L.
realtor and

Haggard, Torrance
active civic leader,
will be the fund drive  chair-
man for the American Red
Cross in Torrance this year, it
has been announced.  He will
sently appoint his subchair
colonels and majors who
in the annual cam-

asnist
paign.

The drive is being organized
by the Los Angeles chapter, of
which Torrance is a branch, and
is being planned to start in
Maurch,

ISBELL TRAVELS
TO TEXAS FOR
MOTHER'S FUNERAL

L. Milton Isbell, executive sec-
retary of the Torrance Y.M,CA.,
traveled to Texas last week to
attend funeral services con:
ducted in Fort Worth at Poly
technic  Methodist church Fii-
day for his mother, Mrs. Gene
va Isbell, Her husband, the Rev.
J. F. Isbell of Fort Worth, now
a chaplain in a Washington,
D. C. military hospital, also was
present for the services.

Isbell took the position a4
Y.M.C.A. secretary here in Scp
tember after leaving a similar
position In Houston, Texas, He
and his wife and their two
children: Donna 7, and Milton
Jr, 14 months, now reside in
Torrance

Ask Shoestring
Area Bus Stop

Shoestring  Community Ass0-
ciation has asked the City of
Torrauce to arvange for bug

stops at all intersections in t

strip along Carson street. |
At the present time they

only at Western avenue, I

avenue and Normandie

They would like to hav

made at Harvard av

| Halldale avenue.

-
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