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. The TORRANCE HERALD
- .ONE OF CALIEORN!A'S FINEST NEWSPAPERS

Torrance Part of Land Grant
Made to Juan Jose Dominguez

(Reprinted from Silver Anniversary Edition of The Torrance. Herald).'
Ownership of California* lands by the same family for 148

years—until the direct line of t

ord. It is held by land in Northwest Torrance which, at the time
Stood in her mame, o

hat family is extinct—is a ree

Granted to Juan Jose Domin-
guez, in 1785 ‘by Governor Pé.
dro Fages in the name of the
King of Spain, this was a por-
tion of the 43,179 ‘acres which
inclided the present sites of
Torrance, Compton, Redondo
Beach, San Pedro, Wilmington
and Gardena, * i §

The Dominguez “San ‘Pedro"
grant was one of three made
south of Tehachapi by the Span.
ish *king through his governors,
the others being \thé Nietos
grant, embracing lall land be-
tween the Santa Ana and. San
Gabriel riyérs, from . the foot-
hills to the ocean, and the Ver-
dugo grant, from the left bank
of the Los Angeles river to
Arroyo Seco, ' «

Little is known about Juan

Jose Dominguez. He must have
been a soldier, Jbecause these .
grants. were usually made for
' some military service, but

other than the fact of this 4

grant and of. his subsequent

death, about' 1822, history. re.
cords no date with' respect to

him, 4

By the ‘time of his death
California had passed from
Spanish  to Mexican rule, and
Governor de Sola, acting' under
authority of the Mexican gov-
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2 renewed the grant to

his_‘brother, Cristobal Domin-,

8UeZ, who was probably his suc-

f::g«])r‘)m interest under Span.
aw.

When Cristobal died he left a
widow and six children—-Victo.
ria, Manuel, Nasario, Helena,
Marcelina - and  Pedro. Before
the courts had acted on the es.
tate, some of the heirs made
a ' conveyance,. dated ¥ Dec, 22,
1854, to Benjamin B, Wilson,
Williany, Stanford, John G.
Dowhey, Henry Myles and Jo.
seph L. Brant; of the property
now known as Wilmington, Ma-
nuel was not a participant in
this conveyance and attacked
the deal in the District court,

Final decree in the suit was
entered Sept, 14, 1855, in ‘which
Mam\el, having ' purchased the.
interests of some of his ‘bro-
thers and sisters, received about
24,000 Of the 43,179 acres, the
balance being allotted to Pedro

and the nephews and nieces.

It was the share recelved
by Manuel which swas the
foundatiort of the old Domin-
guez estate. This sterling Don,
who was born in San Diego
Jan. 26, 1808, saw California,
under the flags of Spain,
Mexico and the United States,
“and was dne of the few prom.
inént native Californians who,
although holding a position of
neutrality In the struggle, acs
tually favored the Americans.

Married in Los Angeles in
1827 to Maria Engracia Cota,
Don Manuel was a member of
thé Los Angeles Ayuntamiento
(City Council) in 1828 and 1829.
He was First Alcalde and Judge
in 1832, Second Alcalde {n 1838,
First Algalde again in 1842, and
was appointed Prefect—highest
office under the Mexican Bov-
ernment-—in 1848,

Under - American ‘rule Manuel
| was a delegate to the. consti: |
tutional convention at Monterey
which drafted the fisst constitu.
tion of Californiz in 1849, and
in 1854 he was elected a Coun-
ty Supervisor.

He died Oct. 11, 1882, leay-
ing an estate of approximately
$400,000. Each of his six daugh-
ters was awarded $5 in his will,
the balance of the estate being
| 1eft ‘to his widow. On her death,
March ' 16, 1883, it *was ‘found
that she had made her will' on
the same day as her husband,
but was not as generous to-

dollar each was awarded them

with the balance of the estate

to be glven to her husband.
Inasmuch as this made her

Iitestate, one:sixth of the es-
tate was allotted to each
daughtér, “One of these ‘'was |
“Mrs, ‘Ana” Josefa  Domlhguez
de Guyer, while' others were
Mrs. Susana 'del Amo' and
Mrs. Francis,

The de Guyer property formed
the basis for the Dominguez
Estate Company, and it was
from this corporation that Jared
Sidney . Torrance and his asso-
ciates purchased ' the Torrance
tract, while the del 0, and
Francls -properties? ﬁblﬁgdﬁlﬁd
now within the ‘city, but then
‘Somewhat to the west.
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Coni;réfu'a‘rions to the Torrance ' Herald!
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'YES, WE ARE PROUD

TORRANCE HERALD BLDG.

We wish to congratulate Grover '\Nﬁyfa and Ed Brown on their courage and

vision in giving Terranee such a fine building and newspaper.
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