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Superintendent of : Schools, Los
Angeles County

The Federal government, the
State of California, the fifty:
eight counties, and the 2,600 ac-
tive school districts all have a
hand -in - the education of the
youth of California. It is the
urpose of this article to ex-
plain briefly the duties of. edch
of’ these four governmental le-
) vels regarding public education,
Complete accuracy will be sacri-
ficed in order to present a sim-
plified over-view of the highly-
involved interjurisdictional’ rela-
+ tionships. s
It is generally ngreed 'that
education is a national interest,
a state function, and a —locak
responsibility. It has long ‘been
recognized that a nation cannot |
be self-governing unless it ls
..made up_of an educaf
capable ol reading

u
and local
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and the local school districts,
In addition to caring for nu-
merous legal requirements, par-
ticularly in financial and busi-
ness matters, the county office
Is' charged with the responsibi-
lity of providing an overall edu-
cational leadership to the schools
of the county. This leadership
is provided in varying degrees
to the several types of school
districts found in each county
and is furnished by means of
numerous professional services.
State Function

The' framers of the United
States Constitution recognized
the importance of an enlightened
public’ if our form of govern-
ment - was to survive, but as
previously indicated they - de-
liberately left education as a
duty and function to be per-
_p{qu by the various states.
State of California has
free public educa-

problems, and expressing -opin-
ions on them in the exercise of
the right to vote.. The men who
framed ‘the United: States Con-
stitution recognized that if
would be impossible to  main-
tain a democratic nation unl
the individual citizens were. suf-
ficlently educated $o-as:. to be
able to vote intelligently on the
'lsaues which they knew would
iarise down 'through the years.
i However, they belleved it
would not be feasible to impose
‘a natlonal system of instruction
upqn the new nation, Instead
left ‘to th

tion In its Constitution and has
by law established the frame-
work under which the public.
suliools are- operated.

For example, a minimum of
(170 days instruction per year
is required of all public schools.
The minimum salary which may
be pald a teacher is $1,800 per
year.  Certain fundamental sub-
jects and the minimum number
of minutes which must be de.
voted to each are set .up in
the law. Thus, the teaching of
American ‘history . and' Govern-
ment is required for one year
bot.h in \e]ementary school and

an

in’ publi¢ “education indirectly,
Therefore, education Is now con-
ceived as being a national in-
terest, a state function,’and a
local responsibility.

In California, the State Con-
stitution provides for a system

so-called
are required. However, ‘the dis-
triet ‘may go beyond these min-
imum requirements if it desires
to do so.

A liberal state system of sup-

icies of the board and adminils:

tering. the school system.

-It--is—the - duty-- of -the -local

governing board to:

* 1.'Plan, develop, and adopt an
annual  budget, which re:
sults’ fn’ the ultimate tax
imposed on property in the
local school district by the
County Board of Supervis-

- ors.

2. Authorize and approve all

" expenditures,

. 3. Employ personnel on  the|]
recommendation of . the su-
perintendent.

4, Formulate policies for the’
district and evaluate the re-
sults. .

In the performance- of the
above dutles; thé Board actually
spends the money for- the dis-
trict, determines salary ‘sched-
ules and work .loads for teach-
ers, plans and constructs new
school es what

transportation shall’ be provided
for pupils, and represents thel
people, both as parents and tax.
payers, in all matters pertain-}
ing: to.the ‘public schools. 5
The Board must conform to
provision of state law. For ex:
ample, it may pay a higher sal-
ary than $1,800 per: year, but
not less than. that amount. It
may operate a school for more
than 170 days, but not less than
170 days. It may ‘spend more’
time teaching history than thel
law requires, but not ‘less. It
may " provide a more diversified
curriculum ‘than required, but it
may. not ‘omit that which is
d v it teach xell

prohlblted

' Having ' adopted pollcies and
general overall procedures, . all
within _ the framework of the
state law, the detail of actual
administration is  left to the
of the board. through

port of public , which

‘may be supplemented by local

wntlon within legal limitations,
n Ca Unl

of free public instruction. The
State L has

the legal provisions under this
constitutional - authority which

are the framework for the, pub.|e

lic school system ‘of Californis.

pertalnjng. to/schbols “Ha
rombined in one volume, known
tas the Education Code:

"time  to time the people have
specifically amended

All the legislative enaotmegu m

I
form ‘school budaet and account-

thc dlrectlon of the local super-
intendent of schools,

unty—An lnurmedhry g

The office of the County Su-|

of Séhools . serves

ing g#‘ are by

te.
Beligying that edycation should
kept . “close to the - hearts ol

e,” the state  has in'
turn provided for the organiza-|
tion, ‘of the entire state into
school districts. Some 2,600 dis-
tricts actually operate the pub-
Ha schools ‘within the generdl

" stitution regarding the pub]lc
schools, thus ing the
framework. !
In  California; the I re-
sponsibility Is borne by the gov-
erning board' of the local school
district, the members of ‘which
are elected by the ‘people. ‘They!
are charged with the responsi-
bility of actually eonductlng the

tion Code and the Constitution.

y the Shlte
o and e

glllaﬂye enactments 3

emmsencnl, school boards are

by the people of thelr

areas to the |

tffl.iﬂ of -the school districts. It

is the duty of each governing

board to employ a chief ad

mmlitmtor whp ls known as|

-| tion, it ‘performs .numerous" le-|

as an_infermediary agengy. be-
tween : the State and the| Ioul

lng«-ahlp for~ th‘r schbols,;
discharging

;pd various lw

uired procedures in con-
necﬂon with the State Depart-
ment ‘of Educatlon, the. Caunty
Board of Supervisors, the Caun:
ty Board of Education and the
local school districts. In- addi-

gally required dut}es de.legntzd

to it by the State,’

In_ éach county' there s a

county board  of “education, ap-|]

pointed by the County Board of |

upervlaors. In conjunction with
. County Superlmendent of

the County ‘Board of

emphylng ‘eight or more teuhr
ers, He 1s charged ed with the re-

The county éssists as an inter. |
mediary ué.ncy the
=
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ibility of ¢ t.he po y

EdumUon develops and adopts;
an elemenury course of study ||
for  all ' non- city ' elementary
school provides for re-

ELS
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Marquisette Panels,
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qur  own drapery
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Lace Rayon Panels.

. Complete, made by,
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search and . guidance ‘activities,
curriculum plans. and coordina-

ing: revocation of teacher certl-
ficates; and  performs various'
other legally-required functions.

The County Superintendent
serves as a'trained, professional
person ‘on behalf of the County
Board of Education in deyelop-
ing elementary course of study
material. He acts for the State
'Department of Education in sta-
tistical and many legally-required
functions prescribed by the Edu-
cation Code.. He works In con-
Junction ‘with the County Board
gf Supervisors in connection with

ete. He conducts his own re-
sponsibllitids imposed on him by
the Education Code. One of the
duties imposed on . the County
Superlntendcnt by the Educa.
tion Code is budgetary control
of school district ‘finances and
the approval of all warrants for
legality of expenditure. School
alstrict warrants  in California
are .drawn by. the district on
the county treasurer; they are
then checked for lenllty by the

of schools,

B

expert l_ar you. Pair

1220 El Prado

further audited by the oounty
nuduor. ‘and thed go back to

dutrlot for disbursement.
e County Superintendent = of
Schools ‘and County Board' of
Education’ also provide for the
purchase of standard school sup-
plies. for non-city elementary
uuhool districts, In some coun-
ties this job has been delegated
to' the County.Purchasing Agent.
. Superyision of instruction of
elementary school districts un.
der 900 average dally attend.
ance I8 an obligation imposed
on the County Superintendent
of Schools. In Los Angeles coun-
ty the followlu educational serv
fces’ offered to all the
uhoqll of the county: audio
visual education; research and
luldmce service, which lneludu

testing;
of ' instructional programs; coor-
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e

yet in tune fo mid-season's warm days. Shining
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