TORRANCE COLUMBIA PLANT
MAY BE INCLUDED IN BiG
NEW MODERNIZATION PLAN

“Pacific Coast users of sheets and tin plate may expect
even better service from Columbia Steel Company after the
war as a result of the further step in Columbia’s moderniza-
tion -program today announced by U, 8. Steel,” William A.
Ross, president of U, S. Steel’'s West. Coast subsidiary said.
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PER CORY

Modernization of steel
and finishing facilities in the
Torrance plant are included in
the plan. %

“Tne authorization of the in-
stallation at Columbia’s plant at
Pittsburg, Calif., of modern cold
reduction facilities of an annual
capacity of more than 325,000
tons of sheets and tin plate is
a continuation of the moderniza-
tion program which was inau-
gurated shortly after Columbia
became a part of U. S. Steel in

Steel
Union

Strike

Its president, A. McJannett,

1930. Until interrupted by the
war, Coulmbia had ded
large sums for such moderniza-
tion. This program from its in-
ception has embraced the install-
ation’ of modern cold reduction
facilities to enable Columbia to
supply its customers with cold
reduced sheets and tin plate of
the highest quality. Erection of
these finishing facilities near the
market will assure customers of
prompt delivery and efficient
service. As Fairless, the presi.
dent of U, 8. Steel, has pointed
out in a separate statement to-
day, sheets and tin platé pro-
duced at this new mill will be
comparable in quality to the
products of any steel mill in the
country.

“The basic policy of Columbia
Steel Company,” Ross continued,
“has been to serve its

for 7 p.m. tonight in the Civic
Auditorium, members of Local

d

the from th

CHEER§ AND' TEARS . 5 ;l\‘t{piccl Torrance family, happy for

Union 1414, C.L. O,
agent for Columbia Steel Co.
workers, struck this morning
following a meeting of some
500 of the steel workers.
McJannett said that the ac-
tion was taken due to refusal
of the company to bargain with
the elected representatives on
working cohditions at the plant.
He sald that wages and hours
were not involved in the dispute.
Regional C.I. O. officials were
reported to be enroute to Tor-
rance to confer on the strike.
Wayne C. Sidwell, recording
secretary of Local 1414, handed
the Torrance Herald representa-
tive .the i :

in the far West to the best of
its ability, Before the war Col-
umbia maintained the only in-
tegrated steel operation west of
the Rocky Mountains, with a
blast furnace and by - product
coke ovens at Provo, Utah, using
iron ore, coal and limestone from
our mines and quarries in Utah,
and with steel-making and fin-
ishing facilities at Pittsburg and
Torrance, Calif. Columbia now
has an ingot capacity of 597,600
tons a yeargs which is approxi-
mately half of the new govern-
ment-owned steel mill at Gen-
eva, Utah,

“These new finishing facilities
at Pittsburg, Calif.,, and the con-
templated modernization of our
plant at Torrance, Calif., should
greatly increase our -ability to
serve the Western steel market
and- create additional jobs on
the Pacific Coast, At the: pres-
ent time, Columbia -8téel - em-
ploys approximately 6000 people
in its various aperations.

“We are happy to announce

. the - authorization of these new

facilities at Pittsburg, Calif., as
a further confirmation of our
policy of keeping pace from time
to time with Western steel needs.
Columbia ' Steel Company recog-
nizes the industrial importance
of the far West and its market
for steel, and contemplates tak-
ing the necessary action,at ap-
propriate times in the future to
meet the post-war steel needs of
these markets.” .

Extension Of
Crenshaw Is
County’s Plan

Supervisor Raymond V. Dar-
by announced today ‘that the
county is arranging for a re-
location survey for the exten-
slon of Crenshaw blvd. south-
erly from Sepulveda bivd. to
a connection with the Pacific
Coast Highway. Upon complé-
tioh of the survey and the se-
curing of the necessary rights
of way, construction will be
started on the highway.

The entire length of this
project s located within the
limits of the City of Torrance,

Torragce recently opened and
paved the section of Crenshaw
blvd. north, of 100th st., and
now Is resurfacing the boule-
vard from Carson st, to Sepul-
veda blvd,

The survey will carry the bou-
Jevard to a point just east of
the Torrance airport on 101 high-
way. |

Unlon Statement to Press

All during the period of the
Great War, management has
taken advantage of our patrio-
tic “No Strike Pledge,” adopt-
ed unanimously throughout the
C.1.O. We have experienced
many bitter situations in good

. grace. It is now apparent that

they intend further evidence
of bad faith and we feel that
now Is the time to clarify our
mutual relations,

Sidwell also gave the Herald
a copy of the resolution, as fol-
lows:

Resolution 4

Whereas, Due to the Colum-
bia Steel management’s refus.
al to recognize L. U. No. 1414
or ‘our duly elected representa-
tives, be it

. Resolved, That we cease work

to bargain. eoll
good falth with bur duly elect-
ed representatives, ‘and be it
further,

Resolved, That we inform
management of this action.

Company Statement

Company officials: explain that
under the terms of the union
contract, no consideration of
grievances can be given as long
as the men are on strike,

Reviewing the history of the
current. trouble, H. T. Lintott,
director of industrial relations
at the San Francisco offices of
the ‘company, explained that a
request was made for the com-
pany to supply articles of cloth-
ing in the galvanizing depart-
ment. The original complaint
was made on June 22 and' has
followed the-normal.procedure
under the contract. The second
step in the grievance procedure
was entered on July 1, the third
step, July 17, and the final an-
swer given on August 8.

Meanwhile, on Monday, Au-
gust 13, employees in the gal-
vanizing department engaged in
a sit-down strike.

On Tuesday, August 14, the
union requested a meeting but
this ‘notice was not received by
the company until August 16,
At this time union officials en.
tered another grievance, but
were told by company execu-
tives that no consideration could
be given to the request until
the men returned to work, as
the contract specified that no
negotiations can be held during
strikes, work stoppages, or lock-

outs. -

Lintott further states that all
grievances will be handled in the
normal manner as provided un-
der the contract as soon as the

men return to work,

PAPA LETS DOWN . . . W
ing's end in sight, Papa
day celebrations. Every ]al:&.
together with hundreds of

ith the war over and gasoline ration-
let the

Y
lﬂ'i"uh ghl

kids take the family car for Y-J
Torrance was pressed into use
newer (1941) car shown

R

Marine Staff Sgt. Bob Wl]fon.
¥

of war of their loved ones,

makes noise with anything at hand, from pie tins ‘to husky voices.
It is ‘another V-J day scene snapped for the Torrance Herald by

PERGENT OF L.
BUILDING FUND

lleved it “at least $1,000,000
needs for the coming year.”
The total school tax rate for
1945:46 1s estimated to be about
$1.79 per $100 assessed valua-
tion ‘or approximately 8 cents
more than the total 1944-45 rate,
Asst. Supt. Harry M. Howell told
the board,

This will mean that Torrance
taxpayers will pay Los Ange-
les city schools approximately
$410,000 to run the Torrance
schools, in addition to the state
school support based on aver-
age daily attendance which
will exceed $200,000, or a total
.of more than $610,000. Cost
of ' runiing the schodls has
been amounting to about$345,
000, and the balance goes to
Log ' Angeles: city school cof-
fers, “free gratis.” ‘

"Elliott’s principal objection was
to provision of $2,500,000 for cur-
rent capital outlay, of which
about $1,500,000 is for new build-

‘| ings and alterations.

Protest

¥

TORRANCE PROVIDING TEN

A. SCHOOLS'
; GETS NONE

' The City Board of Education adopted the final $51,915,572
school budget for 1945-46 Thursday night by a 5-to-1 vote over
the protest of Board Member J. Paul Elliott, who:said he be-

in excess of essential current

Retail Stores
Reopen On WLB
Regional Order

Retall establishments of Tor-
rance, Wilmington and San
Pedro re-opened for business
this (Thursday) morning
in compliance ‘with orders is-
sued by the Tenth Regional
, Labor Board.

Julius Eichhorn, president,
San Pedro Business Men, As-
sociated, Inc., representingthe
merchants involved in 3 wage
dispute with the Retail Clerks
union, issued a statement call-

work. “He said:

“All sales personnel and oth-
er employees of the varlous
stores are earnestly requested
to report for. duty in further
compliance with orders of gov-

“Another item' of $995,000 is
provided for the accumulated
building fund,” he said, ‘“pre-
sumably for capital outlay after
this current year, which, with for-
mer accumulations, provides an
accumulated building fund of
about $2,750,000. The total thus
provided with the adoption of
this budget for capital outlay
is about $5,250,000.

“Our staff has advised us that
the most we can hope normally
to expend in a building program
after the war is about $3,500,000
a year. We do not yet know
how much of the current year
can_be on a mnormal ‘after-the-
war' building program, I there-
fore cannot justify setting up
sufficient funds to bring our
building funds to $5,250,000.
“Being now committed to a
pay-as-you-go building program,

22

“We thank the buying pub-
lic of the Harbor area for
their indulgence and patience
during the time retail estab-
lishments were forced to cur-
tail usual operation of busi-
ness, and with the passing of
V-J Day, resolve to serve the
public with greater values, the
‘old-fashioned’ pre-war cour-
tesy and pre-war service to

ing ~ the clecks to return ‘to’

End of War Finds Factories
Ready to Start Normal Civilian

Work; Little Unie_*

War’s End Celebration In Torrance
Tumultous; Quiet Reigns In Evening

Torrance greeted the end of
World War II with tumultu-
ous enthusiasm Tuesday, and
as the City Hall siren an-
nounced the message of Japa-
nese capitulation, factory whis-
tles began blowing and men
and women by the thousands
started flowing out of the
plants, cheering, waving flags,
embracing fellow workers and
in the mood for joyful cele-
bration,

Punctuated by the frequent
blasts of the big steam whis-
tle at Columbia Steel, the cele-

¢ in

for the 24-hour holiday which
ended for most plants Wed-
nesday at 4 p.m. when swing
shifts returned to work.
Postal service stopped ex-
cept for outgoing mail, the
City Hall closed, and the cele-
bration was  well under way
before the reading of the first
message of dJapanese accept-
ance of the Potsdam surrend-
der declaration had been com-
pleted over the air at 4 .pm.
Before the evening was over,
however, a solemn silence fell
upon the community, and many
it was the quietest

hration.
Torrance for several hours.
Stores closed lmmgdlntely,
sale of jntoxicating liquor
stopped, and factories shut
down completely, some of them
for the first time since the
war started. 1
Even guards were dismissed

r
night since that fateful Dec.
7, 1941, which marked the
United States entry into the
war.

No arrests were made, the
people remaining orderly with-
out unnecessary police work,
Chief of Police John Stroh
said,

SUGCESS OF VETS’ BUILDING
FUND CAMPAIGN HERE ASSURED
AS NEW DIVISIONS PUSH DRIVE

The finance campaign by
which funds are being raised to
reconstruct the old garage build-
ing at. Cabrillo and Gramercy
aves. into a Veterans Memorial
Building to house the. local Vet-
erans Service Center and Post
No, 8251, Veterans of Foreign

Cafe and Food
Store Closing -

|Catches Many

Mrs. Torrance Housewife,
who failed to do her shopping
- early, had a‘hard time explain-
ing it to the family this week.

The whistles for V-J Day
Tuesday virtually blew shut
the doors of food stores in
this vicinity, and finding -a
restaurant open for business
was just as hard, or harder,
than buying a new car these
days.

The result was that thou-
sands of cars, tanks full of

i ag

which all of you are entitled.
“Let 'us learn to live to-
gether.”

Pueblo District
Assembly Hall
To Be Dedicated

" The new soclal hall at 2314
W. 203rd st., recently complet-
ed In the Pueblo district will
be officially dedicated next

d ion exerclses

1 cannot conscientiously vote for
what seems to me to be an ex-
cess provision' for future years
in a sum of over $1,000,000, par-
ticularly 'in view of the other
essential increases this year.”

will Ial'low the morning serv-
ice in St. Joseph's Church.
During 'the afternoon and

ish fiesta. The many frlends
e of ‘the Pueblo

out that this discussion Prob: |
ably did not .Involve Tarm:

schools anyway, as the

and

project .are invited to attend

the festivities. Delectable Span-

ish dishes will be served
hout the late

has made no provision for .

post-war bullding here.
However, it was pointed out,
the few thousand taxpayers of
will ibute more

and evening, according to Rev.

‘| Father C. J. Wood, pastor of

St. Joseph’s Church in the
Pueblo,

evening there will be a Span-.

were lifted, cruised the  Tor-
rane, Lomita, South Bay and
Harbor District areas in search
of food, only to be greeted
with “out of food” and “closed”
signs, or block-long lines like

-1-wesee-at-poultry markets-ex-

tending from the doors ‘of
those few which remained
open. 5

But with canned foods, ex-
cept meats, fats and olls, off
the rationing list, Mrs. House-
wife breathed a sigh of relief
and promised to do a little
better by her flock in the fu-
ture with the consent of the
OPA.

And Mr. Householder, with
the rest of the family, took
early advantage of gasoline
rationing’s end, and caused an
early run on service stations.
Trucks filled the underground
tanks from wellstocked refin-
erles as fast as motorists
pumped them dry. 47

Wars, is approaching a success-
ful conclusion, according.to Com-
mander C. Earl Conner, of the
V.F.W. post.

The commercial division of
the drive is over the top, and
the residential division’s efforts
well under way, ,Conner said.
The industrial division drive is
being undertaken and will show
substantial’ results within a
week, s

Commander Conner .said that
the sentiment is almost 100 per
cent in favor. of the method of
financing = the program 'being
used. 3

“The people feel that this is
a community effort on behalf of
the 1500 men and women of our
city who are serving the coun-
try in a. war. to end all wars,”
Conner said. “They feel' that
this building is a necessity, not
a luxury nor a tribute.

“Our returning servicemen and
women are -one of the nation's
greatest . post-war assets. Every-
one is interested in helping them
get ré.established in civilian life
in as satisfactory a manner as
possible. :

“A large portion of the task
of helping them become civilians
again must be performed by the
home town. Many communities
have established Veterans Serv-
ice Centers of one type or an-
other. The Torrance area center
must_not_be ‘just.another cen.
ter! The proposed Veterans
Memorial Buflding will be sec-
ond to none in the State of Cali-
fornia, if not in the nation.

“Our center is a ‘must’ for the
Torrance area, Now that peace
is near our men and women will
be returning. to this area in
large numbers. Some will want
their old jobs back. Many oth-
ers never had a job, or at best
a menial one. About three-fifths
of our fighting men were be-
tween 18 and 24 years old at,
the time of induction. Some of
this group will want jobs; oth-
ers will want to go on with
their élucation. A.large number
of veterans will want to use

(Continued on Page 4)

The effect of témporary peace-time unemployment on’

rance will be far icis than in

swings from-war to civilian production, according to Kenn

mployment Seen

most communities, as the

E. Bradley, manager of the United States Employment 'Service

Urges Use Of
Bus Sale Funds
For Buildings

Funds derived from the sale of
the municipal bus lines to in-
terests represented by Charles
F. Koors should be set aside
for construction of a miich-
needed fire station and police
station, according to a recom-
mendation given to the City
Council by the Torrance In-
dustries Tax committee.

A~ communication signed by
R.- I. Plomert Jr., chairman of
the committee, addressed to the
City Council said:

“We wish to point out that
the’ capital assets of the Munic-
ipal Bus Lines have been pur-
chased over a period of the
past few years from the general
funds of the city. No repayment
for-the purchase of these assets
to the general funds of the city
has been made through the op-
erations of the Municipal Bus
Lines. g

“It is the recommendation of
the Torrance Industries Tax com-
mittee that any a all funds
derived from ‘tHe sale of the
Municipal Bus Lines be specifi-
cally set aside for the construc-
tion of a’ much needed fire sta-
tion and police station in the
City of Torrance. We feel that
the capital assets of the city
should ‘be preserved as such,
and by setting aside any funds
derived from the sale of the
Municipal Bus Lines assets for
these specific improvements, the
interests of the . city would be
.best served.” . £

Plomert also ‘sought a budget
hearing with the council; declar-
ing in another communication
that “the Torrance Industries
Tax committee; with the assist-

ance of the California Taxpayers
Association, a state-wide non-
political association of taxpayers
with a staff. of research and
budget specialists who are rec-
ognized authorities in the field
of public expenditures, are re-
viewing the fiscal affairs of the
City of Torrance in relation to
local property tax levies.

“A continuance of sound local
government expenditures at a
minimum of cost is the desire
of the Torrance Industries Tax
committee, The committee re-
quests a meeting with the fi-
nance committee of the council
at the earliest opportunity” for
the purpose of reviewing the
budget estimates for the next
fiscal “year ‘prior to the setting
of the property tax rates by
your council.”

Torrance Places :
0f Worship Scene
Of Thanks Rites

Churches of Torrance called
their members to worship and
thanksgiving services as the war
with Japan ended Tuesday at 4
p.m, with complete Japanese Im-
perial capitulation,

Joint services were held in
HEvangelical - church, with Luth-
eran._and St. Andrew’s churches
also' conducting short prayer
meetings. g

* office here: e

Interviewed by a representa-
tive of the Torrance Herald a
few hours after victory over
Japan was announced, Bradley
declared that there may be some .
layoffs in local Torrance indus-
try, but most of the unemploy-
ment in Torrance will be of a
temporaty. nature and will re-
sult from Torrance residentsem-
ployed in out.of -town defense
plants losing their jobs. }

Some local plants, such as
National Supply Co. and Doak

for the present Bradley declared,
but no sign of layoff have come
to the attention of USES.

tries will not be affected an

time. These
Chemical Co., U. S. Rubber and

plants, Dow Chemical Co., Na
tional Supply, International Der:

M Machine Works, Pacific' Per-
forating | Co., Rubbercraft  Co.,

fact that there, are twice as
rance as there
of materials for peacetime con-
a gigantic building boom in the

district and the residential ar-
eas. : B
Modernization plans already
have been announced by Colum-
bia Steel Co., and the Rubber .
Reserve companies have
000,000 expansion program
WAYaciiak i S
Likewise, General Petroleu
Corp. has a $3,000,000 expansiol
under way, and C.C.M.O.
contemplating a big drilling:
gram. :
Coast Insulating Co. is prepar-
ing to build a large new plant,
and . International Derrick ‘and"
Equipment Co. will approximate- -
ly double the size of its plant
when zoning variations . pefore
the planning commission are
lowed. .
b Pacific Electric Co. is modern-
izing its general shops hel
The over-all picture fi
rance in peace-time is a
one, Bradley
Torrance is a peace-time’}y
facturing centér of great i
tance, and not a “war g
town. .
Relaxation of war niag
regulations probably will
tcal industry-in-overcomin
of its hiring problems, as
the. service and working
side plants get into the fi
employment of their ch
A seven-point reconve;
gram, calling for the il
lifting of manpower
(Continued on Page §)

U.S. Rubber
ProjectTo
Cost $500,000

The new synthetic late
duction unit to be ere

i

FEANACES S

than 10 per cent of the accu-
mulated bullding fund of $2,-
150,000 in excess payments to
Los Angeles this year. The
millions of taxpayers in Los
Angeles will supply the other
90 per cent. Torrance will 3
.none of it back, under present

It Torrance could have its
$300,000 or 80 a year overpay-
ment to Los Angeles, this city
and Iits children could have &
new school a year, bought and
pald for.

Only board member not voting

J. Toll, chairman of the building
committee, whose absence was
remarked by Roy Becker, board
member, )

“I'm sorry our bullding com-
mittee chairman is not here to
express his opinion," Becker sald,

“Our situation in regard to
postwar building would not be
where it is if we had placed the
proper amount aside in the bud-
get each ye‘ar," h@r:‘s. qutrut:ln

H 3

tee member, sald. “It is for
that reason that' we now have
to take steps u:.d

Thursday night was Maynard

Ioungl!en and teen-agers,
rom telephone books to

d

from building tops and
trians, Torrance celebrat

provide larger
amounts_ for n ed bul _"‘

old newspapers, and

the street at automobiles and pedes-

V-) day Tuesday in a tumultous man-
girdact %) L

TORRANCE CELEBRATES V-J DAY ... With aolwdl,,[noﬂl
tearing up anything they could ﬁn!.

throwing them

ner, Here is & part of a cheer

and Sartori Ave,, snapped for the Torrance Herald
just back from Iwo Jima and other
o GAtar Laatt LM .

Staff Sgt. Bob Wilton,
Pacific battle fields on

e ]

e #

g group gathered at El Prado
by Marine,

U. S. Marines publication.
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for U. S. Rubber Co.’
Rubber Reserve Corpos
will cost $500,000, it ;
announced. < |

Bechtel-McCone Col e
816 W. Fifth st., Los |
is preparing the plans i
do the work. ¥

E. J. Beers is the contrac-
tor’s purchasing agent,

A $2,000,000 expansion
Jjeet for Shell Chemical Co.ha ]
been announced and ' a .
000 expansion for 1
Rubber Co. also Is under Way.
All the plants are In T
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Ask the
Professor
(By' H. F. Noake) \

P VYV P e

Dear Professor: Went shop:
ping for a diamond xing but .
they are awful high. One karat |
stuff brings $300, Ain’t that an’
inflated value? Eoa i

Answer: That's ask a lot:
of lettuce for a nuul)‘!nzmt.

|

Goodyear Rubber ' synthetic 1

rick and Equipment Co., G.C,
M. 0., General Petroleum, D & ©

many workers employed in Tor- |
is housing: to -
care for them, and that release |

a $8.-

/

|
|
4

|

Aircraft Co., might stop hiring |

Bradley declared that the syn-' i
thetic rubber: and -oil tool indus-

will continue as usual in peace. '
include thé Shell |

and other firms, Steel and other |
metals companies likewise' have |
tremendous peacetime programs..

He also’called attention tothe |

struction probably will result in |

community, both in the business




