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Gas Company Called on to Convert Plant

*

—Photos by Corroll Photo Service.
GAS PLANT CONVERTED . Southern California Gas Company plant in Los Angeles, con-
verted to the manufacture of butadiene last year, is capable of producing around 35,000 tons
annually of this essential ingredient of synthetic rubber. Ten generators, operating in units of
two, break down naphtha stock into its various chemica! constituents, including butadiene, resi-
dual gas and other by-preducts which are recovered and utilized for the war effort. The buta-
diene is piped to the Shell Purification plant at Torrance.
(Below) HEAT EXCHANGERS These were installed last year at the Southern California Gas |
Company's Los Angeles butadiene plant to prevent the escape of offensive fumes, cause of con-
siderable local comment during the late summer. These units cerve to cool the water which in
turn cools the butadiene-bearing gas as it emerges from the generators. \
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actors, Quench Column and Fuma:es. (Center) Timer Panel in Control Room, which is typical of
elaborate automatic control system used in all six synthetic rubber plants; (Below) Interior of

Compressor House.
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Designed especially to train |
men and women to fill positions |
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ries of local oil companies, |
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Thursdays for eight weeks
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office in
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under O.P.A

may be obtained

regulation

GEORGE H. MOORE, 15th district Councilman, learns about new
synthetic truck tire construction which adds up to 409, to the life of
neavy duty tires. Erle Smith, sponsor of a tire conservation meeting
held last night at Wilmington, explains the new tire which is in
production at the United States Rubber Company Los Angeles plant.
While rubber men thus are making strides towards meeting the criti-
cal tire shortage, officials appealed to the public to do its part to keep
vitai (ramponahon rollmg

Hew Synthetic Rubber Product
Found Essential to War Effort

A new synthetic rubber composition that acts as an electricity
conductor instead of an insulant, has proven one of the most
versatile materials of the war effort.

Impregnated into cotton fabric, it becomes an efficient heat-
ing pad when attached to electric cu:roms These units are in-

stalled on machine guns and® — e
aerial cannons to prevent jam-[the dangerous static accumula-
ming in extremely cold temper-| tions,
atures. The pad is covered with 3
a synthetic rubber which insu- The conductive rubber was
lates against outside short cir-|first devised in the course of
cuits. hTh(-z total weight ishlr'ss a search for a way to eliminate
than three ounces. Tests have g (o) setrioi :
proved the new heating device spnrys and static electricity in
of such efficiency that it will|munition and powder plants
become standard equipment on where explosions of the volatile
all guns for fighter and bomber | Products have in the past been
planes, a constant danger. The use of
the new type of rubber as soles
This new material, developed | for workers shoes and contain-
by the United States Rubber|ers in these plants has reducsd
Company, has solved another se-| fires and explosions to a mini-
rious problem in flying. A strip| mum.
of the material is attached to
the leading edge of each pro-
peller blade. The passage of
electricity through the material
heats the leading edge suffici-
ently to keep ice from forming,
an obvious advantage over meth-
ods of de-icing which function evm s
after the ice has already formed. KEE p FLOOR (] EAN

Airplane tailwheel tires made Oil is a natural enemy of
with this new rubber material|pubber. The service department
are standard equipment on all|of the National Automobile Club
U. S. planes. It acts in the|reminds you to keep your ga-
same way as a drag chain be-|rage floor clean if you would
hind gasoline tanks, dissipating | prolong the life of your tires.

In the post-war this miracle
rubber is envisioned as a novel
heating unit for homes in the
form of decorative wall panels,
according to Virgil Bodle, de-
velopment engineer of the com-
pany’s Los Angvlvs pl.mt

——as Torrance Is
the Rubber Center
of the West . . .
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