Councilman’s Abrupt Remark
Indicates Bad Civic Policy

An Editorial by Grover C. Whyte

If the attitude of the
action Tuesday night

employees' welfare is to prevail,

goodwill and much of the benefits from the million dollar pay

rolls which the huge new alumin
be paying to their thousands of

Pointing out that the roadway on Madison ave.
to its plant was in bad condition and would become worse
with the rains, the Dicalite Company requested the city council
to repair the street, which lies within the city of Torrance.

company's plant is located just

rance. It has 160 employees

tion of the roadway.

AN EMBARRASSING INCIDENT

But the request was brushed
Councilman Nick Cucci,
taxes to Torrance. | don't
them."

We hope this regrettable re:

that the action of the council in s
Company's request is not the co
ministration.
the large majority of the peopl
steps should be taken to correc

This incident is particularly e
record of civic cooperation by of

city council
toward industries in this area and their

engaged in war work whose pas-
sage to the plant is seriously handicapped by the poor condi-

who said:
see why we

It most certainly does

as indicated by its
Torrance stands to forfeit the

um and rubber plants will

workers.

soon

leading

The
outside the boundary of Tor-

e following a comment by
"They nob paying any
should do anything for

as

are

mark was made careless'y and
> Dicalite
i policy of the city ad
not expr the attitude of
of Torrar and immediate
the hasty action.

mbarrassing in view of the long
ficials of the Dicalite Company.
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Dim-Out to Get
Dimmer; DeWitt
Broadens QOrder

TO ENI'ORCE RULES

A model ordinance providing
for local enforcement of din
out regulations, prepared
the League of California Cities,
was adopted for first reading
by the city council here Tues-
day night. Police John Stroh
recommended passage of the
n ure to enable his depart-
ment to enforce provisions of
the dim-out rules laid down
by the Western Defense Com-
mand.

Additional measures designed
to prevent any illumination that
might aid the operations of the
enemy along the Pacific Coast
from Canada to Mexico will be-
come effective Oct. 25, with the
exception of portions covering
street lighting, which will be-
Nov. 12, allowing

Bill Keefer,

Commands

the big pond,” Lieut.

And sure enough,
Lad,” piloted by the 23-year-old
Torrance flier, made plenty of
news last Friday when Keefer
sent it on a major raid over Lille
in Occupied France,

sitions behind Col. E. J. Timber-
lake Jr., of San Antonio, Tex.,
who at 33 is reputed to be the
youngest full colonel in the U. S.
Army, Lieut. Keefer flew the
four-motored bomber in one of
the most successful American
raids of the war to date.
Gunners Bag Nazi

It is believed that the Lille
assignment was his first combat
action. His tail gunner, Sergeant
Coin Fogleman of Indianapolis,
was quoted in dispatches from
the U. S. Bomber Command as
reporting how two Nazi fighters
“were coming in at us.”

“One of them,” he said, “peeled
off, but the other kept coming
on. I got him.”

This confirmed by Tech-
nical Sergeant William Pescoso-
lido of Newton, Mass, waist
gunner, who said that when the
fighter came into view of his
turret it was pouring smoke.
—“I gave him a burst-that hit,
but it didn't matter,” he said.
“He was going down anyway.”

“Splendid Group of Men”
Others in Keefer's crew were
Lieut. Howard Young, Berkeley,
Cal.; Lieut. Joe E. Walker, Bir-
-mnp,hnm. :\Id, qul Phll Zieg-
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of the men inducted, as an-|who h: the rest keep them in-| 0 qoclined to say who is be-
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PALOS VERDES TO PRODUCE
Milburn k. ram, 1902 Plaza
R DRY CROPS ONLY IN 1943
Nell T. Whitney, 111 Cravens
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ave, dlarrance; soclation, which operates about tion, it behooves every resi-
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Torrange, Volunteer Officors' cuns | property, sald this weels that | to put it into eultivation “at
(Gantinued on Page 6-A) dry beans and peas only will onee,

ler, 1 Ser-
geant A. L. Ll’c, Little Rock,
Ark.; Staff Sergeant Ralph
Harms, Dubuque, Ia.; Sergt. John
Osborne, Indianapolis, and
Sergt. John Bazar, Arnegaard,
N. D.

" Mr. and Mrs. Keefer, who live
at 2259 Torrance blvd., are right-
fully proud of their son's record
in the Air Force. They visited
him in Florida and met Col.
Timberlake and all members of
Bill's crew. “They are a splen-
did group of men,” Mrs. Keefer
said this week.
The Lille raid, described as
the “grecatest daylight bombing
attack of the w was made by
115 U. S. I-mu.u.s and Libera-
tor bombers, the Army disclosed.
Hitler's best fighters were drawn
into a veritable trap in their
eagerness to break up the aerial
offensive and bombers, by their
own prowess, shot down and de-
stroyed 48 enemy fighting planes,
probably 38 more and damaged
19, a communique said.
Watch for ‘Liberty Lad’

These enemy victims were in
addition to the five German
planes downed in dogfights with
the 500 fighter planes which es-
corted the four-engined bombers
in the mass raid. There was not
a single fatality aboard the 112
out of the 115 bombers return-
ing.
The “Liberty Lad,” command-
ed by Keefer, flew the crew to
(Continued on Page 6-A)

Quiney Sinking
Saddens Local
Seaman’s Wife

The sinking of the U. S. S.
Quiney, one of three heavy
cruisers lost in the Solomon Is-
lands action, was a personal loss
to Mrs. J. M: Rubio of 1616 Cota
ave.

Her husband, now a
storekeeper in the Navy ‘“some-
where in the Pacifie,” was a
member of the Quincy’s crew
when it was commissioned June
9, 1936 and Mrs. Rubio visited
aboard the $8,196,000 vessel many
times,

Rubio kept a complete log of
the Quincy while he was a mem-
ber of the cruiser's personnel.
He was aboard it when the war-

chief

ship made her ‘“shakedown’
cruise to Europe in 1936 and
saw active service evacuating

American and British refugees
out of Spain at the onset of the
Spanish Civil War,

The local man served on the
Quincy for three yecars, Mrs
Rubio said, and ‘she has many
mementos of the ship named
for the city afi Quincy, Mass.
The name, she said, was chosen
Dec. 22, 1932 as the Navy's
Christmas present to its then
seeretary, Chavles Adams, who
was born in Quincy.

tubio was a storekeeper sec-

ongd class on the Quincy, He has
I_u- h in the Navy 18 years,

folding one of the wing po- /

Torrance,
Bomber on

Great Daylight Raid

“Keep your eyes and ears open for news about the ‘Liberty
Lad’ because we're going to have a

e

LIEUT. WM. KEEFER
. . . watch for “Liberty Lad”

spot of tea pretty soon across
William Keefer of the Army Air Force
wrote here a few days before he flew the big U. S. Liberator
bomber across the Atlantic to England.

“Liberty* T ST

Housing Effort
Put In High Gear
By MacDonneil

Even Torrance’s new housing
coordinator had a difficult time
finding space to set up his of-
fice because the housing short-
age applies to municipal build-
ing space as well as living quar-
ters here.

But now Pat MacDonneil has
established himself and a part-
time secretary in the police dark-
room in the city hall which was
cleared of its photographic
equipment and is gradually los-
ing its odor of hypo and de-
veloper.

MaacDonneil is operating with
an expense account limited to
$10 a month. But this is not yet
hampering MacDonneil's efforts
to secure “at least living space
for about 3,000 workers in the

shortest time possible,” At the
present time he sending out
invitations to some 31 reliable,

approved building concerns, urg-
ing them to make a study of
Torrance and take advantage of
the cooperation offered them by
the city and industries.
Rental Ratio is Zero

The housing director is also
contacting local industries in
the process of making a sur-
vey to determine the number of
rew employees they expect to
hire, forms of transportation
now being used by workers and
what difficulties the plants are
experiencing in getting new

Third Fireman,
First Policeman

In Armed Service

The Torrance fire departmen

added its third star to its serv-
ice flag this week while the po-
lice department will hang up a|
gne-starred emblem “when some !
kind soul chips in and buys us

one."”
Neil Whitney is the third fire

man to enlist and the second to

workers due to the lack of
housing here.

“This is considerable, I have
learned already,” he said this
week. “When all the facts are
known, T anticipate little, if any,
resistance from the priorities
division of the F.H.A., and the
National Housing Agency to my
proposal that Torrance be placed
in the ultra-critical bracket of
the critical Los Angeles defense
| area for housing.
| “Statistics show that from the
Federal census of 1940 to Oct. 1
ithe population here has in-
S creased 650, according to fig-
ures of the County Regional
Planning Commission,” Mac-

t

go into active service, while Mo- E;’",‘(f"’{:u,?";,‘f,’;,‘ef;“ “,:‘::\d ,ﬁ.‘;ﬁ:‘;
grn:l)t”“;?g‘;no}vIgzrdas i“m‘\';:{y uni_ts developed here in that

ment,

The fire department lost Ivan
Coast Guard

Kettering to the
recently and E. K.
er, who enlisted
force Sept. 23, is

'Gene” Walk
in
on a
“Barney” Barnett is on the ac-
tive
Thi
or

Astoria Survivor
{isits Mother In
omita on Furlough

Raymond W. Biscailuz,
man 2/c U. S. N. can't talk bu
he can eat
Raymond, son of Mr.

ber
the cruiser
recent Solomon
ment. He was in the water

Astoria,

ing w
posure,

Navy men who escaped can-
s| John Holm reported today that

not tell even their experience:

unless and until their cammand-

the same
24-hour
call awaiting summons for duty.

Navy list without pay await-
ing a call to shore patrol duty.

s is expected within 10 days
two weeks, he was told by
Navy u(llccl: \\h(n he enlisted.

fire-

mother’s cooking.
and Mrs,
Raymond Biscailuz of 22721
Pennsylvania ave, was a mem-
of the Navy personnel on
sunk in a
lands engage-
12
hours, lost a tooth and his hear-
s slightly affected by ex-

for Torrance is exactly zero—
there are no rentals of any kind
available.”
All local industries and those
on the outskirts of Torrance,
(Cnn nued lrom Page 1 A)

Qil Field Serap
To be Gollected
By Lomitan

It’s patriotic for scrap- hungry
Lomitans to rummage attics
down to the last cigar tin, but
Lomita’s real treasure trove lies
buried amid ghostly timbers of
t|the Torrance-Lomita oil fields,

In recognition of that fact,
John R. Shanley, Lomita oilman,
has been appointed by the Civil
Defense committee to lead a
al hunt through surrounding
ck forests and abandoned
factories.

Shanley’s committee will spot
scrap and contact owners with a
patriotic plea that they sell it
through the Lomita scrap com-
mittee,

his committee has coaxed more

ing officer gives permission. So|than nine tons of bedsteads,

all Raymond can say is that he|farm machinery, kettles and

is glad to be safe miscellaneous scrap from Lomita
Young Biscailuz has probably | dwellings.

£een more action than any other
He arrived at

: WOMEN'S GROUPS TO MAP
WAR BOND DRIVE TONIGHT

local service man.
Pearl Harbor shortly before th

ap sneak attack, participated
in Midway, Coral Sea and the
Solomons engagements, Ending

a three-week furlough, he
yesterday to n‘pun for mor
duty at San Francisco. He i
working for a wal
rating.

Before enlisting in December|of Mrs. Gertrude Ralston, 1667
1940, Raymond was a student at|Gramercy ave., for formal in-
Torrance high school, and cap-|struction in the technique of
tain of the Sons of American|selling War Bonds and Stamps
Legion, Post 382. His father is|in preparation for the drive|
a veteran of World War I and|which will start immediately
served in the army., His uncle|here,
is Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz. Ray-| Formal appointment of Mrs.
mond reports for duty again in| Harriett V. Leech, of the Na-

a few xh

"uxiliary Pollce
To Meet Monday

All members of the Torrance

Auxiliary Police, unless they ar

working, must attend the meet-
Monday
night at 7 o'clock in the city
council room, Police Chief John

ing called for next

Stroh sald today.

left
'e Representatives of all women's

nt officer’

launched Tuesday night.

has been rattling around in the

Old Keys
Wanted for
Scrap Drive

With the slogan, “Unlock the
Door to Victory!” Dale Riley,
city recreation director, and
members of the Torrance po-
lice department today launched
a drive to collect every avail-
able old key to umpllf) the

Pin Ball License
Effort Revived
After Long Rest

Another effort to license pin-ball machines in Torrance was
This time Councilman Nick Cucci, junior
member of the city board, revived the “pin-ball” skeleton, which

municipal closet since June 1940

with only ml'lequonl pubhc (xpusmc
— *

tement

Reading a prepared s

| in whuh he said he estimated
| there “about 50 such ma-

aiting in  the city,”
Cucci declared licensing is the
“only method to effect their
control” and “pay their own

way.” He proposed that the city
attorney be instructed to draft
an amendment to the city licens-
ing ordinance whereby a fee of
$15 per month per machine “be
collected annually.”
When Mayor Tom

McGuire

scrap metal here.

There's a big box right out-
side the entrance to the police
station to receive the old keys
that you no longer use. Con-
tributions will be strung on a
wire acre the front of the
police headquarters until they
are turned over to the scrap
drive.

Key collections should bhe
taken up at all schools and
churches at once. Riley said
he would be glad to pick up
the contributions at the
schools, clubs and churches
and dump them in the police
depurtments hln.

Dicalite Request
For Road Work
Gets ‘Brush-Off’

An urgent request for the im-
provement of Madison st., ‘in
Walteria which leads to the
Dicalite Co. plant, an essential
war industry employing 160 per-
sons, was shelved by the city
council Tuesday night after
Councilman Nick Cucci de-
clared:

“They are not paying any
taxes to Torrance. I don't see
why we should do anything for
them. Let's table the request
until the priorities are lifted and
then we can give it considera-
tion.”

The Dicalite plant, said to be
“90 per cent in war W " asked
that the street be improved to
a 16-feot roadway before the
rainy season starts, pointing out
that Madison was in very poor
condition at present. This was
confirmed by City Engineer
Glenn Jain who reported that oil
for resurfacing has been ‘“froz-
en” by the Federal government.

However, later in the council
session, an appropriation of $540
to purchase street improvement

materials was authorized; and
two other appropriations total-
ing $325 to rock-and-oil city

streets were approved.

Hater Demand
Yere Is Setting
New Records

The demand for water to sup-
ply local war factories and homes
is breaking all previous records,
learned this week from
Superintendent William H. Stan-
ger of the municipal water de-
partment.

The jump in water consump-
tion amounts to 7.5 per cent,

lightly more than the average
increase of 7.3 per cent for oth-
er cities in the Los Angeles
metropolitan area.

S| groups in the city are invited to
Sfattend a meeting at 7:30 o'clock
tonight (Thursday), at the home

tional Business and Professional
Women's club to take charge
of the drive was made by the
chairman, J. Hugh Sherfey, at a
luncheon meeting last Friday
which was attended by the co-
chairmen, Georgia Marlow and
Corlista Reeve, and representa-

re | tives of 17 women's organiza-
tions.
Since  that time letters have

been sent to all women's groups,
notifying them of tonight's meet-
ing and urging them to be rep-

resented. Any group which may
not have received this letter is

asked to send a delegate,
is the wish of the supe
group to have all club:

lodges take part in this import-
ant civic project.
WILL MAN BOOTHS
Mrs, Leech plans to open a

| booth in each bank and at one

other

ion in the downtown
distr suitable quarters can
be secured. Members of the
women's groups will be asked
to take regular turns at man-
ning the booths, so that the pub-
lic can be assured of a constant
opportunity to purchase bonds
and stamps at these places.
The booths will be opened in
a short time, but the next few
days will be occupied in com-
pleting arvangements and select-
ing the staff of workers. Mrs.
Leech hopes that all groups will
respond to this opportunity to
(Continued on Page 3-A)

los
t

making the license
fee $180 per machine per year
collected annually in advance,
Cucci agreed to the amendment
and it was adopted over Coun-
cilman James Hitchcock’s nega-
tive vote. Cucci said he wanted
to “specify that under the pro-
posed law a man can purchase
or rent a pin-ball machine so
that would allow no monopoly.”
Pigeon-Holed in 1910

The last time the pin-ball
skeleton rattled out of the ob-
livion of “further study "to which
it was consigned June 11, 1940
was March 10, 1942 when John
A. Shidler, then city judge, pro-
posed licensing the so-called
games. His comment .was re-
ceived in silence by the council
and no action was taken,

Councilman Vern Babcock in-
troduced a pin-ball license law

as an “emergency measure” dur-
ing the summer of 1940. His
proposal, modeled after the

county’s ordinance and presented
at the request of Police Chief
John Stroh, would have allowed
but one licensee per 12,000 popu-
lation who could operate 25 of
the machines for $250 annual
fee or $10 each for each addi-
tional machine over the original
25. The measure was pigeon-
holed “for further study.”

Other cities have been enjoy-
ing substantial incomes from the
pin-ball machines for years. Re-
dondo Beach requires a license
fee of $400 per year for a “blan-
ket permit; Hawthorne extracts
a quarterly fee of $5 for each
machine and an application fee
of $75; Manhattan Beach gets
$5 per year each; Inglewood
taxes them $7.50 each per quar-
ter and Long Beach issues a
“master license” costing $50 for
the first machine, $5 per year
for e: addi onal one.

Reglstratlon for
Gas Rationing
Starts Nov. 9

Registration for gasoline ra-
tioning will begin Nov. 9 in all
parts of the country except tln-
.xhnady rationed east. .

ing gasoline more
closely to the tire conservation
program, OPA made these in-

novations in the
ated in the east:

1. Periodic tire inspections as
a requirement for any renewal
of rations, as well as any appli-
cation for tires or recaps.

2. Certification that the appli-
cant owns no more than five
tires for any vehicle.

3. Revocation or reduction of
rations for drivers who exceed
the 35-mile-an-hour speed limit.

The registration beginning No-
vember 9 will be for “A” cou-
pon books, with the rationing
plan to go into effect November
22

plan now oper-

F.ALh applicant will be required

rial number of all
If he lis more
than five for cach r, he

will be denied an “A” book un-
til he shu\. ln has disposed of
the exc 5,
OPA mul lh.lt it would an-
nounce shortly details of the
periodie tire inspection program.
All car owners registering
next month will receive “A"
(Continued on Page 6-A)

¥irst Rainjall
14 of Inch

This season's fivst rainfall last

Sunday night and Monday morn
ing amounted to .14 of an inch,
according to city firemen who
are again checking the rain
gauge atop the fire department
garvage. The first rainfall last
season oceurred Aug. 16, 1941
when .07 of an inch was re.
corded, The total rainfall last

scason was 10,66 inches,



