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Oil Field Guards 
Alert to Halt 
Any Sabotage

Army, state and company 
guards In and around the local 
oil fields wore on the alert this 
week for possible .sabotage by 
enemy aliens or agents, on 
ders fiom army officials.

The alert will continue until 
all enemy aliens are removed 
from vital defense areas, by 
Feb. 24, and may bp continued 
indefinitely.

At a hearing in the State 
y building last week It was dis­ 

closed that attempts at sabo­ 
tage have been uncovered but 

! were not made public. No de­ 
tails have- been given, other than 
several guards have been slug­ 
ged, tihots have been fired at 
others and only prompt alarms 
may have prevented sabotag

Merchants Plan 
Raid Procedure

Kecommendations' of proce­ 
dure to bo followed by local 
store owners in event of black­ 
out or air raid alert-are being 
drafted by three local managers 
for presentation to the Torrance 
Retail Business Men's associa­ 
tion immediately. The need for 
such uniform rules was e: 
pressed by Police Chief John 
Stroh as civilian defense direc 
tor 'at a breakfast meeting of 
fivf local chain store managers 
last Friday morning.

Worth Bernard, community re 
lations counsel for the California 
Chain Store Association, was 
also present and gave much val­ 
uable advice-on what business­ 
men in other communities are 
doing in this regard. Store own­ 
ers will be held responsible for 
protection of patrons and em­ 
ployees during enemy air raids, 
the California State Council of 
 Defense was advised this week 
from the protection division of 
the Office of Civilian Defense, in 
Washington.

"Detailed instruction and reg­ 
ulations soon will be distributed 
to store owners throughout the 
country," the council said.

E. E. Murchison of Western 
Auto Supply," James Rawl of 
Safeway Store and Hillman Lee 
of J. C. Penney Co., are draft­ 
ing the suggested procedure for 
emergencies here. Others attend­ 
ing the breakfast session were 
E. W. Quimby, J. J. Newberry 
Co.; J. H. Krouse, A & P Food 
Store,. and Mlcheal Straszer of 
The Torrance Herald.

Let Your Answer 
to Bombs Be

We are fighting enemies who 
will stop at nothing. With our 
hones, our very lives at stake, 
shall we stop short of giving our 
dimes and dollars for Defense? 
Buy Defense Bonds and Stampi 
every day, every week. Buy u 
if your very life depended upon 
it. Itdoeit

There's nothing they appreciate 

so much as news from friends 

and home. They deserve it, so 

don't let your letter writing

Nice stationery makes letter 

writing fun, remember to stop 

in and look at the new, smart 

social stationery by The Tor­ 

rance Herald Printers. Individ­ 

ual designs, reasonable prices.

Torrance Herald
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"Yuh Know, Susie..  . Between DAD
and the TORRANCE HERALD
I Got No 
Time for

Lover

HAT S the matter with John­ 

nie Jones? What's happened to his old carefree, cocksure 

opinions? Looks like Johnnie is set to drown his sorrows in 

an Awful'Awful. 'Cause Johnnie's troubled and that's hid.

Last summer it was a cinch he liked blondes better. ("An', 
boy, Princeton isn't in it with Yale. An' you can have your 
ol' hockey, give me basketball every time") But lately he's 
been a welter of confusion.

Johnnie's confused because he's thinking and that 

means Johnnie's growing up. For the first time in his rip- 

snort in' life he's weighing both sides of the picture all sides 

 every picture! Doesn't matter what the picture is. It might 

be the case of "College Fraternities vs. not." Or eight-cylinder 

cars whether to take them vee'd or straight. Or then again, 

perhaps Johnnie is in that same whirlpool of indecision where 

most every other mentally matured American is swimming. 

What to do about America! What is the right thing to do? 
("Gotta keep up that ol' British Fleet. So why in the htck 

don't they send more planes overseas? But gee, we need 

'em here, too! Hope they knock Hitler for a loop. But it's 

a rotten shame'the way some kids are pic king-on Hans Schmidt 

in the fifth grade just because the poor guy's.gotta Dutch 

name. Doggone all dictators! We ought to go over and clean

'em up. But, holy sunfish! If we went to war we'd probably 
have a  dictator, too! An' then we might as 'well say goodbye 
to good of American liberty. Why the dickens can't I maht 

up my mind once and for all and then forget it?")
It's tough to be unhappy, Johnnie. It's tough to have 

to make up your own mind. That's one trouble a lot of kids 

your age over in Europe don't have to worry about. Their 

minds are made up for them. They get only one side of the 

picture, the official side. Their newspapers print only the 

"accepted version." They never haw to think. That's why 

they never grow up! Your dad, Johnnie he's kept better 

informed than 997 Europeans out of a thousand. And you, 

yourself you know more real truth about the world through 

what you read in your newspaper than a lot of foreigners 

three or four times your age.
Johnnie, you lost the "blind obedience" habit when you 

shed your knee pants. So did every other American worth 

his salt. And that's why there's one thing you are not con­ 

fused about: The big serious job of being an American  

what your dad calls the "responsibility of citizenship" the 

job of- learning to grow up to help run a mighty country 

that is just as much yours as it is the President's. Young 

as you are you sense, that, and later on you'll feel it 'way deep

down, and then you'll understand the reason why!

It isn't fun right now, this job of being an American, 

Johnnie. We've come a long way from those carefree days 

 when Kipling told the world we "matched with Destiny fot 

bttfs." The world has drawn .away from our way of life, 

from the kind of life where people are free to work and 

travel and build and save and plan and dream. It must not 

all become a fairy-tale, Johnnie. Not ever. You must see 

to that; you and Susie and all the other kids you know, 
Mike O'Leary and Andy MacLeish and Joe Cohen and Bill 

Smith and little Hans Schmidt down in the fifth grade.

How can you see to it, Johnnie? By growing up to the 

job of being an American right now! Take that job serious* 

lyt the country needs level heads today. Be hard-headed, 

calm, skeptical. Read, study, weigh think things through! 

Analyze both sides of every question and then reach your 

awn decision alone! That's in the shrewd, dry, careful, 

quiet, Abe Lincoln, American tradition. Do that, Johnnie, 

and keep fast in your heart at the same time the beauty and 

earnestness and tolerance and kindliness that make you love 

your country today and you'll be keeping faith with the men 

in the history books who figured we were old enough to 

govern ourselves.


