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BEAUTY CONTEST WINNERS

Torrance Herald Photo.
Here, in the

opinion of six judges, are the pick of a crop of 10 entries
in the Bathing Beauty Conteststaged by the Torrance Moose
lodge in connection with a dance at the Civic Auditorium
last Saturday night. They are, right to left: Leila Mae
Combs, 24, of 1319 West 221st street “Miss Torrance” who
will compete in the Southern California finals at Venice
April 15; Jeanne Louise Hutchens, 18, of South Gate, Jean
Arlen, 17, Redondo Beach, and Ethel Schimmick, 17, of

1402 West 220th,

While news photographers'
flashes punotuated the event with
brilliant spurts. of light, 10 win_,
some misséy paraded across the
stage of the Oivie Auditorium in
scanty ong‘plece bathing stits
last Saturday night in quest of
the title “Miss Torrance” The
beauty contest was attended by
a fair-sized ctowd of dancers at-
tending a public program spon-
sored by the Torrance Moose
lodge.

Brunette Leila Mae Combs, 24,
of this city was picked as the
winner by six judges — Miss
Esther Z. Maxwell, representing
the Torrance Business and Pro-
fessional Women; Mrs, Gertrude
Teleton. renresenting the 'Tor-
rance Woman'’s club; Mayor Wil-
liam H, Tolson, Grover C. Whyte,
publisher of The Herald, and the
Misses Janet Mantell and June
Curry of Los Angeles.

Place winners were blonde
Jeanne Hutchens of South Gate,
and brunettes Jean Arlen, Re-
dondo Beach, and Ethel Schim-
mick of this city. They may
represent other Moose lodges in
Jthis district, who did not hold
coptests, at the 8. C. finals.

Miss Combs will represent the
local lodge in the Southern Cali-
fornia finals, to be held at Ven-
fce April 15, The winner of that
contest will then go to Atlantic
City, N. J,, for the national event.

X

Federal Agents
Hold Walterian
or Cargo Theft

«G-men from the Federal Bur-
eau of Investigation in Los An-
geles took Earl T. Halterman, 25,
of 24256 Hawthorne avenue, Wal-
teria, and two Log Angeles men
into custody this week on charges
of thefts from interstate ship-
ments.

The Walterian, a Luckenbach
Steamship company watchman at
the inner harbor, was accused
by R. B. Hood, chief of the F.
B. I, at Los Angeles, of having
taken upwards of $800 worth of
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|Elson Says

‘| to make “our local students bet-
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Jr. College
Assured

Speaking on “Your High School"
to members and guests of the
Torrance Kiwanis club, Principal
Thomas Elson revealed Monday
night that he is confident that a
Junior College will be established
here with the opening of the
1989-40 school term this fall. *

“We have enough students al-
ready definitely enrolled for sev-
cral junior college classes,” he
said, “and we still have not
sought entries from the ranks of
Narbonne, Banning or Redondo
high school graduates.”

“I have arranged for a confer-
ence with the superintendent in
charge of special schools for the
Los Angeles city system immedi-
ately after the Easter holidays.
At that time we will go into the
matter of a®curriculum for the
Torrance Junior College. We hope
to have all the detalls complet-
ed in ample time to begin the
coming term on schedule.”

Tells Refund Cost

Elson appealed for suggestions
and criticism of the high sehool
study program during his re-
vealing talk on what he and
the faculty are attempting to do

ter qualified to meet the world
before they are thrust out in it.”

The high school principal also
presented 10 student singers and
Mrs. Marjorie Bischen Cooke,
their director, and Jack Swarts,
senjor student, who outlined the
vocational guidance program now
in effect. Another speaker on
the program was H. U. M. Hig-
gins of the county surveyor's of«
fice, who represented the board
of supervisors in an explanatory
talk about the controversial “tax
refund” proposals. "

Two bills are now before the
state legislature to author|
these.refunds, which Higgins
serted would cost the county
and its' taxpayers more ti a
hillion dollars to carry out.'' He
urged the Kiwanlans to write
their legislators condemning the
bllls in the interest of every tax-
payer.

Normandie Group

Seeks Tax Relief

map of the city,
from an altitude of 7,000 feet
and scaled to one inch to 300 feet
was made to the city council
‘Tuesday night by Charles White-
hurse of the aerial photo com-
pany that bears his name.
price, he said, would be consid-
etably below estimates given the
city several years ago by several
other companies specializing in
this type of mapping.

offer, B. M.

Supervisors to
Discuss Drilling
in Lomita Park

Whether oil drilling shall be
permitted on the land desig-
nited as Lomita Park is to be
discusged at a committee-of-
the-whole meeting of the coun-
ty board of supervisors next
Wednesday, April 5, it was de-
tided this week at the Hall of
Records.

Dr. Oscar Hauge, dupervisor
for the: Fourth district, said he
wasted it clearly understood
that if oil drilling were to be
perinitted on the park land that
the revenue therefrom would be
used entirely for development
of purk areas in the county,

Amendment to existing laws
will be required if drilling is to
be permitted, it was explained,
#nd the supervisors will ask
Depuity County Counsel Harold
W. Kennedy to seek the nec-
essary amendments if the ma-
Jority of the board so decides
hext Wednesday.

May Buy Aerial
Map of City

An offer to provide an aerial

&

soon.
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MEETING GRANDMA . .. When Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt ar-
rived in Seattle to visit her daughter, Mrs. Anna Roosevelt Boet-
tiger, she was greeted by the president’s grandchildren, Sistie and
Buzzie. The Boettigers are expecting a new member in the family

The

Whitehurse exhibited a sample

of his firm's work in the shape
of a huge photograph of San
Pedro and portions of Long
Beach. Councilmen
about the clear visibility of
streets,
even street markings.
hurse was asked to provide spe-
eifications and the actual cost of
& similar map at the next meet-

remarked

alleys, sidewalks and

White-

Duritg the discussion of the
Prewett of - 1414

Cravens avenue arose in the aud-
lence and asked Whitehurse if
he had the War Department's
permission to make such reveal-
ing photos of coast-line cities. He
sald he was under the impres-
slon that such pictures must be

g resi-
dents in the,A. & 1. District No.
70 along Normandie avenue in
the strip were sched-

s
sheds and disposing of it thru
the other two men acting as
“fences.” They were identified
only as Watson Hamlet Jones,
45, and Charles A. Simson, 42,
both unemployed. ¥

Hood announced the merchan-
dise consisted of tires and tubes
and quantities of cocoanuts, tak-
en since last Christmas, He said
a complaint was filed today and
tomorrow the three will be ar-
raigned before U. 8, Commis-
sioner David Head. G. F. Bick-
ley, F.B.I. agent, booked Halter-
man at the San Pedro jail and
continued with the prisoner to
Los Angeles yesterday.

Week -end Arrests Noted
for Their Variety Here

Arrests by local police last
week-end were noted for ‘their
varlety. Because of an alterca-
tion, Claud A. Leonard, 27-year-
old Long Beach newspaper ven-
dor, and Jack Haddock, 33-year-
old Long Beach oil worker, were
jailed for disturbing the peace
Friday, Both plead gullty and
both were given $256 suspended
sentences on condition that they
stay out of Torrance in the fu-
ture.

On his release from the county
jail where he had served a sent-
ence for being drunk in a Lomita
hotel, B. B. “Battling Bob"
‘Thompson, 40-year-old oil work-
er, was re-arrested on a bench
warrant by local officers. He
was charged with violation of

and dis-

left-hand turn on Border avenue
Friday morning.
Prisoner’s Father Dies

A 180-day jail sentence was
suspended on four conditions:
(1) that he is not arrested in two
years; (2) that he stays away
from places where liquor is sold;
(8) that he makes restitution to
Sommers for the car damage,
and (4) that he arrange to have
his wife receive his pay checks
hereafter. ¥

Tracy Griffith, 20-year-old boy
living at 1545 West 218th street,
again found himself in custody
last Friday night on a charge
of bein| for

uled to meet with the county's
special assessment relief com-
mittee yesterday to discuss plans
for clearing up the Mattoon as-
sessments on their property.

A meeting of the taxpayers in
that district was held at Steel-
workers’ hall here last week.
Mrs. 8. A. Green of 22412 Nor-
mandie avenue, and Ralph Berry
of 1331 West 218th street, were
named to head the delegation to
confer with S. E. Elliot, special
investigator, before placing their
appeal for tax-relief before the
board of supervisors.

Individual owners are willing
to continue payment of their
share of taxes on the 10-year-old
Normandie avenue improvement,
it was brought out at the gen-
eral meeting here, but will re-
fuse to pay the pyramiding as-
sessments caused by delinquen-
cies of other owners, said to be,
in the main, large property hold-
ers and firms,

Another general meeting of the
district's property owners will be
held tomorrow (Friday) night at
the Steelworkers' hall on Cravens
avenue across from the central
fire station,

Policy On Tax
Relief Awaits
June Hearing

Policy of the board of super-
visors relative to aid to special
assessment districts for the next
fiscal year, 1939-40, will not be

and - for
violation of probation granted
recently when he was arrested
for a similar charge, He was ap-

turbing the peace. Thompson is
now working out a 25-day jail
sentence on the new police pistol
range,

Four counts were levied against
Gordon L. Farrar, 27, steel-
worker residing at 2008 Plaza
del Amo, following an automo-
‘ﬁ' bile accident in which Lawrence
¢ Sommers' car was badly dam-

aged. Farrar, charged with driv-

ing while intoxicated, damage
to property and hsving no driv-
er's license, crashed into Som-

mers' machine while making a

A

\

at the Walteria com-
\munity dance after he tried to
escape from officers. Griffith
plead guilty and was given a
180-day jail sentence, 160 days
suspended. He s now working
out the remaining 30 days at the
pistol range.

Addison Cherry, 39, of this
city, was arrested at the Pacific
Electric station Saturday after-
noon for intoxication, He was
released to attend his father's

funeral later and will appear
this week for trial.

until around July 1,
owing to important bills how
pending before the state legisla-
ture, it was decided today by
the board of supervisors.
Sometime during June a public
hearing will be held by the su-
pervisors on various matters per-
taining to special assessment re-
llef, Property owners in highly-
delinquent districts all over the
county had been aided to a con-
siderable extent up until last

year, when the board changed
its policy and virtually cut off

all aid from gasoline tax funds.

It takes the planet Neptune

165 years to travel its orbi

around the sun.

o
authorities,
who saw 28 years' active service
as a chief warrant officer in the
u.
had received
ders” some six weeks ago de-
spite the fact that he was re-
tired for physical disability. He
indicated that this nation is pre-
paring for armed conflict at a
rapid pace in view of disturbing
influences in Burope.

by the War Depart-

ment before being released in
view of military operations in
the 'vicinity.

Whitehurse replied that of-

ficers at Ft. MacArthur had re-
quested that their station be

blacked ‘out” in the negatives

and this was done. This' was the

request made by Army
he said. Prewett,

8. Navy, declared that he

‘“mobilization or-

RAIN TOTAL 1190
Last week’s drizzling Trains
were gauged at .14 of an inch
by members of the fire depart-
ment who are keeping the city’s
rain log. The total for the sea-
son to date is now 11.90 inches.

“RAFFLES?” + His eye

blacked by a scuffle when he

resisted arrest, Ralph Graham,
above, was seized in San Fran-
cisco as a suspected “Raffles”

+ + in the million-dollar jewel
thefts of Hollywood movie stars’
homes.

t pRE PSRN T
“Want to meet her?”—adv.

being asked by oil operators

territory.

Two wells have tapped what is
apparently a separate and dis-
tinct oil pool than that reached
by other 'wells in the area. These
were the Lebow hole on the Ket-
tler lease and Ray Wilson's
nearby well at 242nd and Walnut
avenue.

Both new wells showed _ap-
proximately 1,500 barrels per day
on initial tests before being
beaned down, according to field
scouts’ reports.

Wells a block to the north
have shown top production flows
of about 500 barrels, according
to field records, while a block
to the west, Deen Hole Drilling
y's outposl on

¥

NEW WELLS INDICATE
SECOND OIL POOL HERE

“Where’s it going next?” is the puzzling question

in the South Torrance field

as they tried this week to fathom the extent of the oil
strata underlying the area that is now well into Lomita

L. A. Boys Are
Nabbed Here
for Car Theft

“ A pair of the youngest con-
fessed auto thieves ever ar-
rested here were picked up late
Tuesday night on 'Torrance
beach by local officers.

They were Los Angeles boys,
age 13 and 12 years.

When the officers questioned
the:n at the beach they first
denied stealing the sedan they
were citting in but later ad-
mitted they took it in Los An-
geles and did not kmow . the

P
avenue encountered showings not
so favorable, it was reported.

On the basis of these tests,
geologists in the field are gen-
erally refusing to predict the ex-
tent of the area, believing that
a new pocket may extend south-
east .for some distance toward
Harbor City.

ABSORPTION PLANT
NEAR COMPLETION

A new gas absorption plant to
process wet gas from 37 wells in
the Harbor City field should be
in operation by the end of the
week, according to J. L. Dunn,
superintendent of the Shanley Oil
and Gas company. Capacity of
the plant at Lomita boulevard
and Broadwell avenue will be ap-
proximately 6,000 gallons of
casing head gasoline per day. |
This will be extracted at the rate
of about three gallons per 1,000
feet of gas and sent to gasoline
refineries for combination with
other fuels in the manufacture
of gasoline, Dunn said.

The refinery is connected with
most of the wells in the Harbor
City field, both wet and dry gas
lines being used. The dry gas
will be sent back to the wells
after the casing head is extract-
ed for use in pumping and firing
boilers. The company-intends to
fence and landscape its plant.

Girl Loses Teeth
When Car Hits .
Tree In Street

Two young Redondo Beach

. |girls were injured—one having

some of her front teeth knocked
out—late last Friday night when
Homer Sims, 17, of San Pedro,
plunged his car into a palm tree
in the center strip on Torrance
boulevard off Cravens avenue,
The trio were homeward bound
from the student dance at the
Civic Auditorium. Young Sims
told police that he made the

| | boulevard stop on entering Tor-

rance boulevard but did not see
the tree when he cut west at a
sharp angle.

Ellen Carr, 15, was badly cut
and bruised about the mouth and
lost some of her teeth whén she
struck the windshield of the car
and Juanita Baldwin, also 15,

young Sims. They were treated

suffered cuts and bruises as did |

owner, to reports.

The boys, of Italian parent-
age, were brought. to police
headquarters here and held
until arrival of Los Angeles
officers who took them in cus-
tody.

Ashks Sidewalhs
Be Made Uniform

Suggesting that the sidewalks
on the south side of Marcelina
between Sartori and Cravens be
made a uniform width, J.
Christensen, cafe ' proprietor,
wrote the city council Tuesday
night for this improvement. The
matter was referred to the en-
gineering department for investi-
gation.

M. | streets.

Would Let
L. A. Have
Western Job

If the city of Los Angeles
desires to undertake the ex-
tension of Western avenue—
because most of the work
would be in Los Angeles terri-
tory—the city of Torrance may
be willing to let it go ahead
and share in the cost. But an
advance notice of what this ex-
pense would be is essential be-
fore Torrance approves the
work.

This was the decision of the
city councll Tuesday nightaf-
ter hearing a report on the
highway project from the
Chamber of Commerce. Tor-
rance has oiily a small strip of
the proposed extension. within
its city limits. Efforts are to
be made to obtain cost esti-
‘mates on the work and find
out if Los Angeles desires to
undertake the project.

Mayor Names
Bus Committee

As result of a conference with
Earl Jacobs, Gardena city council-
man, relative to establishing an
inter-city bus service to provide
cheap transportation from Wal-
teria, thru Lomita, Torrance and
Gardena to connect with the Los
Angeles Railway terminus at
Vermont and 120th street, Mayor
William H. Tolson appointed a
Torrance committee this week.

He has asked City Councilman
Tom McGuire, Publisher Grover
C. Whyte of The Herald, and a
representative of the Chamber
of Commerce, to serve as the
city’s delegates on a Torrance-
Gardena group that will under-
take a thorough survey of the
transportation project.

Tolson told members of the
city council here Tuesday night
that Gardénans were keenly in-
terested in linking their city with
a line extending thru Torrance
and Lomita to Walteria. Jacobs
is chairman of the Gardena
council’s public works committee
and he will be that community’s
bus committee chairman.

Will Post Streets
to Ban Trucking

Discovery " by . City Attorney
John E. McCall dnd City Clerk
A. H. Bartlett of an old ordinance
last week will permit the posting
of several streets off Arlington
avenue and Plaza del Amo to
prohibit heavy trucking as de-
sired by residénts in that dis-
iriet.

McCall told the city council
Tuesday night that Ordinance
119 prohibits trucks weighing
more than 8,000 pounds from
traveling on posted residential
Police Chief John Stroh
was instructed to post the streets
designated by the council and
stop heavy traffic that has been
rolling thru the neighborhood
enroute to and from the South

Torrance oil field.

Park Near
‘Water Site
Suggested

Pointing out the need for
such a recreational area in
that part of the city and that
the landscaping would end
forever the swirling sand that
periodically enrages neighbor-
hood housewives, Mr. and
Mrs. James H. Brown of 1308
Cedar avenue urged the clty

council Tuesday might to ac-
quire the property surround-
ing the municipal water plant
and new pistol range off Tor-
rance boulevard and Cedar
avenue,

Then that area should be de-
veloped as a neighborhood park,
the Browns declared.

“If you will bring this most
desirable improvement to our
part of the city, I promise to
provide the first tree,” Mrs. Carol
Brown offered. Mayor William
H. Tolson replied that the council
will give the matter “due con-
sideration.”

Attractive Elevation

At the present time the land
is barren and only a fragile bar-
rier of palm leaves offers par-
tial protection from the gusts
of sand blown from the cul-
tivated portion into the adjoin-
ing residential section. Mrs.
Brown, who carried on a suc-
cessful ‘“one woman campaign”
to erect the palm frond fence
after the acreage had been leased
to a Japanese farmer and culti-
vated last year, pointed out that
the city has no playground area
in that part of the city.

“We believe our district—west
of Madrid from Dominguez to
Carson street—deserves your con-
sideration for a recreation area,”
she stated. “The acreage north
of Torrance boulevard and west
of Cedar has a natural elevation
that would permit beautiful
landscaping without heavy ex-
pense.”

In seconding his wife's re-
marks, James H. Brown said
that he had served in the plan-
ning of the Lakewood Country
club in Long Beach and that he
believed the proposed park area
offers greater opportunities for
landscaping development than
that beautiful parked property.

Junior Musicians’
Request Denied

A recent request for allocation
of $400 for “incidental expenses’
o send the Junior Musicians’ So-
ciety to the San Francisco fair
was not approved by the Cham-
ber of Commerce, it was learned
at city council meeting Tuesday
night. The request had been re-
ferred by the council to the
chamber several weeks ago.

Stating that the project “has
some merit” but that approval is
withheld for lack of funds, the
chamber’s recommendation was
approved by the council.

“Want to meet her?”—adv.

“I KNEW HIM WHEN...”

Intimate glimpses of world's great as
recalled by Torrance residents

“If it had not been for Warren
G. Harding’s kindly interest, T
would never have graduated from
high school in Marion, Ohio.”

Behind that statement by W.
E. Bowen of 1327 Cota avenue is
a revealing glimpse of the 20th
U. 8. President who died in San
Francisco Aug. 2, 1923.

Harding was Bowen's eniployer
for seven years while the local
man, who is assistant secretary
of the Torrance Mutual Building
and Loan Association, was a
youngster in knee pants. At that
time, Harding was editor-pub-
lisher of the Marion (Ohio) Star
and Bowen was one of the Star's
40 carrier boys.

Back Tuition Demanded

Bowen also likes to recall that
the late President courted Flor-
ence Kling at the home of his
grandmother while the talented
woman who became Mrs, Hard-
ing taught Bowen's uncle music
lessons. But the memory that
stands out is the day he was dis-
missed from high school on the
eve of graduation because the
Marion board of education ruled
that he (Bowen) would have to
pay seven years' back tuition if
he wanted to graduate.

“I was sent by my grand-

Questing for
Your Memories

Rare is the man or woman
who has not had some contact
with the illustrious, the famed,
the great and who has not re-
called in after years:

“I knew him when . . "

The Herald would like tore-
port these acquaintanceships
for its readers to reveal some
little-known sidelight, personal
impression or aspect of those
men and women who have

If you “kmew him or her
when . . ” will you let The
Herald know? We promise to
make the interview as painless
as poesible and the story as
Interesting to readers as your
recollection is to you!

were taxp: and had no chil-
dren in the schools there.

“The last week of my high
school career, during the midst
of final examinations I was told
that the board of education had
ruled my parents or kin-folks
would have to pay for my seven
years' schooling there because I
was not a legal resident of the
community. If payment was not
made at once I could not grad-
uate. Well, there wasn't time to
get the money from my parents
on the coast and the bill was too
high for my grandmother, aunts
and uncles to pay so I left school
and walked back to the Marion
Star building.

Harding to Rescue

“I had gone to work, as a car-
rier boy, for the Harding Pub-
lishing Company in the fall of
1008 when I was 13 years old.
As I was standing in the com-
posing room talking to the print-
ers, Mr. Harding came down

California, in 1907—the year after
the San Francisco earthquake
and fire,” Bowen sald this week.
“When I applied for schooling in
Marion, Ohio, the superintendent
ruled that I would not have to
pay tuition because my grand-

at Torrance Memorial hospital, |mother'’s home from Holllster, | mother, two aunts and an uncle

from vhis office on the second
floor. He saw me and asked why
I wasn't in school. I told him
and he appeared greatly inter-
ested in my plight. Mr. Hard-
ing told me to remain in the
building and soon I saw him
leave in his car. He returned in
(Continued on Page 6-A)




