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Police Avert Possible Lynching Here
Post Office Falls Just 
Short of Minimum 
for First-Class

The Torrance post office came within $4,632 of ful­ 
filling gross postal receipts for a first-class post, office, 
Postmaster Earl Conner regretfully announced this week 
as he closed the books for fiscal 1936-37.

"I wish we could have transacted the $44.000 minimum 
business that would have raised 
our status to first-class," he 
said. "But we'll make it next 
year if business keeps on-grow­ 
ing like It did during the pnst 
fiscal year."

The total receipts .or the past 
12 months were $39,368.27 as 
compared with $34,107.37 for 
1935-38. The June quarter's 
business was within $41.89 of 
the record - smashing December 
quarter, the totals being: June,

I-  $10,709.66;-December, $10,76135. 
The receipts for the June quar- 
tcr In 1938 were $8,965. In 1934- 
35 the total postal business here 
amounted to $25,613.94.

Air Mall Gain Cited
Postal' receipts, by quarters

during the past 12 months, wore:
September 
December 
March ...-..- 
June '..........

..$ 8,463.13 
10,751.35 
9,444.13 

10,709.66

TOTAL .........!....$39,888.27
One of the reasons for thej 

Increase cited by Postmaster 
Conner was the gain in air mail.

' This local reaction was typical 
of post offices all over the 
country, he said, and pointed 
out that 10 years ago one mall 
plane departed from Los An­ 
geles airports dally over each 
.o(. f,wo lines. Today 22 malli 
planes fly dally over six dlf-j 
ferent lines.

Fast Overseas Service* 
In 1927 there was one air mail

. dispatch daily from Los Angeles 
to New York, now there arc 
elgfif -dally flights over three 
routes. The earliest departure 
for New York Is at 9:15 a. m. 
and the latest at 11:30 p. m. 
Total average dally weight of 
air mall leaving Los Angeles 
airports has increased about 
four-fold during the decade. The 
present weight on week days 
for all of the 32 air mail trips 
combined Is from 4,500 to 5,000 
pounds. In 1927 the flying time 
from Los Angeles to New York, 
was about 30 hours, now the

I fastest trips arc made in 15 
hours, 10 minutes and the aver­ 
age time is 16 hours, 28 minutes. .---

Postmaster Conner also called 
attention to the weekly air mail 
service from Los Angeles each 
TuSsday for Hawaii, the Philip­ 
pines, all Asiatic countries, New 
Zealand and Australia and the 
dally air mall to Canada, Cuba 
and Mexico. There Is also semi- 
weekly and tri-weekly air .mall 
service to Central and South 
American countries.

Extend Postal 
Delivery Service 
Here With Truck

"Change Orders" 
Incorporated

Two resolutions recently adopt­ 
ed by the city council for 
"change orders" on the construc­ 
tion and design of the New 
Civic Administration building 
rising on El Prado were re­ 
scinded by the civic board Tues­ 
day night.

The action was taken on the 
advice of City Attorney C. T. 
Rlppy who said the Public 
Works Administration desired to 
Incorporate .all "change orders" 
Into one measure. The changes 
will Involve an additional ex- 
pendlture of about $566 by the 
city, according to Rlppy.

Power Obtained for 
Alondra Park Well

Contract with the Southern 
California Edison company for 

. construction of a power Hoe In- 
»> *fjjto Alondra Park to bring' elec- 
f ^. -^irlc energy necessary for opera­ 

tion of the electric pump for the 
new water well that Is being 
drilled was authorized this, week
by the board of supervisors. 

The new well will pro 
water supply to continue 
development of the park.

'Ide

Additional mall sen-Ice has 
been authorized for this city, 
Postmaster Earl Conner 
learned Tuesday from W. W. 
Ilowes, first assistant post­ 
master-general. The extension 
followed several months' effort 
on the port of the postmaster 
to Increase postal farllltlc* for 
local residents.

AH result of the broadening 
of the home-delivery system, 
Conner wan empowered to em­ 
ploy an additional regular 
elerk. Part of the new resi­ 
dential territory to be cov­ 
ered will be served by a 
"mounted carrier" using the, 
pogtofflcc delivery truck for 
the two dully deliveries. This 
area will consist of "ne» ""ter­ 
ritory and some outlying stops 
.on existing routes.

"Some of the residents, who 
will be served under the new 
arrangement will be required 
to put out boxes to receive 
the null from the. mounted 
carrier," tile postmaster' said. 
"We will notify them ut once, 
no that the deliveries may 
start an soon as possible."

Harbor Chambers 
Assemble Tonite

Headed by E. M. Barber, 
president-elect of the civic or­ 
ganization, a number of local 
Chamber of Commerce members 
arc expected to attend the 
monthly dinner meeting of the 
Harbor District Chambers of 
Commerce tonight at the Elks 
clubhouse In Rcdondo Beach.

During the program Everett 
Mattoon, county counsel, will 
speak on "State Legislation Af­ 
fecting Counties." Prior to the 
dinner -session various Harbor 
chamber committee meetings 
will be held.

Musical Comedy 
Takes Form Here

"Love's In the Air," a Luccln 
Dennl musical comedy," will be 
presented In the Civic Auditor­ 
ium, Friday and Saturday eve­ 
nings, July 23 and 24, under the 
auspices of the Torrance 
Woman's club.

Lucein Dennl, formerly mu­ 
sical director for Zelgfleld, with 
Mrs. Dennl are credited with 
many successful Broadway pro­ 
ductions. One of their best re­ 
membered Is "Happy Go Lucky 
on Broadway" which played for 
a year In New York. Denni com- 
'posed such well known lyrics 
as "A Flower From. An Old 
Bouquet," "Memory's Garden", 
and scores of others.

local presentation, clubwomen 
have unearthed some excep­ 
tional talent. Conrad Gray and 
Doris Rochtl, who play the lead 
parts, are .both concert singers. 
Mrs. Rochti also appeal's on 
radio programs. Other amusing 
parts in the cast are taken by 
Fan Wllkes as Mine. Rose La 
Deaux and Phlllls Sears, the pert 
little sister.

Tickets, placed on sale today, 
were selling readily and a com­ 
plete sell-out for both evenings 
is predicted.

Mrs. H. C. Barrlngton, presi­ 
dent of the Woman's club and 
business director for the play, 
Is anxious that everyone attend 
one of these performances. "We 
will use the funds derived from 
this affair to redecorate the In­ 
terior of the clubhouse and pur­ 
chase new drapes," she said.

G. P. Launches 
Huge Program 

| of Expansion
I Shoving building construction 
I figures Into the highest bracket 

In many years for this date, a 
permit was issued to the Gen­ 
eral Petroleum corporation Tues­ 
day for $620,000. This great sum 
will be expended by the oil re­ 
fining concern In the next few 
months as It continues to ex­ 
pand Its Torrance refinery lo­ 
cated In the northern part of 
the city.

The $620,000 project Is in ad 
dition to the recently-launchei 
building program that totaled 
$146,000 during the past twi 
months when a number of hug< 
tanks were Installed. The whole 
expansion program will amount 
to approximately $800,000 before 
the Torrance refinery is com 
Dieted, it was reported recently 

Included in the building per 
mlt Issued by City Engineer 
Frank R. Leonard this week 
were provisions for the erection 
of the following facilities: Three 
boilers, a heater, two cooling 
towers, two control houses, a 
reflex pump, bubble col, heat 
exchanger, flash col, reboller 
fraction tower, stripper tank, 
exchanger, pump and another 
tank.

Modernization 
Work Begins 
at Steel Plant

With much of the foundation 
work already completed, .actual 
construction work was begun 
this weak by the Columbia Steel 
company on the extensive mod 
crnlzatlon and mechanization 
program at Its Torrance plant.

Installation of the new fur­ 
nace In the sheet mill got under 
way and it* is contemplated to 
erect th'e new three-high sheet 
mill about Aug. 1, according to 
E. M. Barber, general superin­ 
tendent. The three-high sHeet 
mill, one of the most modern 
piece's of equipment in the steel 
Industry, should be completed 
by Sept. 1, it was predicted by 
Barber.

A. N. Dlehl, president of the 
ompany, was here Tuesday to 

inspect the new developments 
at the local mill.

Cast Big Valres
While other departments of 

tho Columbia plant were boast- 
ng new equipment, foundrymen 

this week proudly exhibited two 
luge valve castings, said to be 

largest butterfly water 
es ever constructed. Each 
 e casting weighs 30 tons. 

The valves will be used in a 
Los Angeles county flood con­ 
trol project.

Library Branch 
Rental Delayed

If the three members of the 
city library board who were 
wertttit at the city council meet- 
ng Ja$t night had accepted the 
jffcr of the council to recess, 
permitting them to act on the 

^commendation of library quar­ 
ters at Walteria that business

ould have been concluded.
But the three- Mayor W. H. 

Tolson, former Mayor W. H. 
Stanger and Councilman James 
Hitchcock declined, to act on 

matter without the president 
of the library board, Scott R. 
Ludlow, being present. So the 
authorization of a lease with 
James Lewis for Walteria li­ 
brary quarters had to be held 
over until the next council meet­ 
ing.

The city board insisted that 
he lease be recommended by 

the library authorities. The rent­ 
al will be $25 monthly with the 
city paying for the water, light 
and gas. The owner of the 
room Is pledged to repair the 
roof before the library moves in.

PASS UOAD OI'ION
Tiogu Pass road across the

Sierra Nevada range In Yo-
semltc Is cleared 
open to travel.

ii snow and

FOUR MOODS OP SLAYER Crossing Guard and 
Aged Man Accused 
By 6 Little Girls

From the trembling lips of six little girls, the youngest six and the oldest 13, was 
drawn testimony here yesterday morning which resulted in two men, one a 37-year-old' 
WPA school crossing guard and father of two little girls himself, the other a nearly 
deaf 84-year-old odd job worker, being rushed to the county jail to await trials on 
felonious moral crfargcs. Immediately after their preliminary examination in City Judge ————————————————————————————————————— *Robert Lessing's court, the
Here's One for Ripley:

NOTHING MARS HOLIDAY 
JOYS WITHIN TORRANCE

Albert Dyer, 32-year-old WPA crossing rmrd who has confessed the 
grumome alaying of three little Infletvood, Cal.. schoolgirls, U shown 
In the picture at upper left as he smiles with bravado when first 
arrested. At upper right he collapses during the coarse of his confes­ 
sion. At lower left be stares from his jail cell while other prisoner* 
ihout at him. demanding He be lynched. At lower right, be kisses lib 

wife, Isabelle. goodby.

Laundry Strike Shows Signs of 
Weakening and Settlement

' Despite protestations by the lender of the union group 
that "the strike is going on at full speed," observers of 
the Torrance laundry labor difficulty were of the opinion 
this week that the walkout-and-picket episode was showing
signs of weakening and eventual settlement.

There. were nc 
marchers on theAide to Rojo 

For 14 Years 
Dies Suddenly

. Not until curly last Friday, 
the day of the funeral, did the 
sudden death of Mrs. Carrie 
Alien, secretary of the laundry 
firm for 14 years, on Tuesday 
evening, June 20, become 
known liure. Mrs. Alien, who 
was 41 years of age, suc­ 
cumbed to a heurt attack at 
her home, S48 66th street, Los 
Aneules, It was reported.

The funeral service was held 
In a Los Angeles mortuary 
chapel will wax attended by 
a number of Mrs. Alien's uc- 
quuntunces who are now on 
strike. They abandoned the 
picket line to attend the rites 
and also sent flowers. The 
first part of the service was 
open to the public and then 
all but Immediate memb«r« of 
the family were requested to
 (Continued on Page 3-A)

"Imported" 
picket line 

about the laundry this week, ac­ 
cording to reports, and the .line 
Itself lacked the numbers that 
caused local police to establish 
a "sit-down" guard on Carson 
street location when the strike 
began May 28.

William Rojo, co-owner of the 
laundry and Its president, re­ 
turned to the plant Tuesday 
morning after a 10-day vacation. 
He declared he would continue 
his policy of "no parleys" with 
the union leaders but said that 
any worker who wanted to're­ 
turn to his or her job could 
make the usual application with­ 
out discrimination.

"Prepared to Hold Out"' 
The following statement was 

Issued this week by Mike Shul- 
man, secretary-treasurer, of the 
Laundry Workers' union: 

- "The strike is going on at full 
speed. Support from other labor 
organizations Is increasing dally 
and the strikers are just be­ 
ginning to learn the art of con­ 
ducting a strike. They arc pro- 

(Continued on Page S-A)

The Impossible happened 
here over the p r O" I o n g e d 
Fourth of July holiday.

To the everlasting credit of 
the city let It be recorded and 
known thruout the nation that 
Torrunce was one pluce where­ 
in not a single accident of 
any kind occurred, not u sin­ 
gle arrest was made, not u 
police call of any description 
was heard to mur the celebra­ 
tion Sunday and Monday of 
Independence Day!

While other cities, towns 
and hamlets of the United 
States were contributing their 
quota of fireworks casualties, 
automobile smush-ups, home 
or street Injuries and arrests, 
Torrance remained serene and

aloof from holiday harass- 
nients.

"It might just as well have 
been a quiet Sunday and Mon­ 
day for all we knew," Captain 
John Stroh said Tuesday at 
the police station. "The total 
luek of accidents and mishaps 
sets a record here that prob­ 
ably cannot be equalled any 
pluce in the country. I think 
it reflects considerable credit 
on our residents and shows 
that motorists driving thru 
Torrunce were unusually cau­ 
tious.

"I only hope that the effects 
of our safe and. sane Fourth 
will have an appreciable 'hang­ 
over' and continue for u long 
time to come," Stroll said.

Legion Post Elects 
Bar\dull Commander

Grant Harkdull, well-known meat market operator, 
was elected commander of Bert S. Crossland Post, Ameri­ 
can Legion, Tuesday night, to succeed F. B. "Pat" Boyle. 
The installation will be held Aug. 3. Other officers-elect

A contract to supply $-150,000 
worth of structural s(eel for 
the San Francisco terminal of 
the Sun Francisco-Oakland buy 
bridge was signed this week 
by Ambrose N. Dlehl, presi­ 
dent of Columbia Steel com­ 
pany, west coast subsidiary of 
the United States Steel cor­ 
poration.

The steel, amounting to 
3,500 tons, will be used in the 
construction of the terminal 
building and .railroad street 
crossings In the Sun Francisco 
yard.

With tho signing of the con­ 
tract, Columbia Steel company 
rounded out the last major 
contract to complete transpor­ 
tation facilities' on the buy 
bridge.

* Charles Myers, first vice-com­ 
mander; Dewey Goddard, sec­ 
ond . vice-commander; H. C.

| Bender, sergeant-at-arms; James 
Wilkes, chaplain, Lyle Doan, fi­ 
nance officer; Louis Delningc 
historian,-and Tom Babbitt; who 
was re-elected adjutant. Mem­ 
bers of the executive committee 
will be William Stanger, Boyle 
and James Burchctt.

The four delegates to the de­ 
partment convention named 
Tuesday night were Louis Deln- 
inger, Alex McPhail, B. F. 
Peterson and Burchett, while the 
alternates are Goddard, Boyle, 
Wllkes and Charles Smith.

Charles Walters, chairman of 
the 19th district Boy Scouts 
was the principal speaker at th> 
post meeting. He is a candidate 
for district commander. Plans 
were made for a steak bake and 
baseball game for the recently- 
organized Sons of Legion. This 
will be held Friday night, July 
16, at the City Park with the

VALUATIONS DUE
New assessed valuations for 

the 44 cities of the county are 
to be announced early next 
week, County Assessor Ed Hop- 
kins stated today,

Reporter Garbles TSfotes, Loses Decimal 
Point in Comparison of Water Rates

Legion playing 
youngsters,.

host to the

A misplaced decimal point in a reporter's 
notes caused an error In last week's Herald that 
resulted In a. barrage of queries at the municipal 
water office and a fine crimson face for the 
now-declmal-polnt-consclous newshawk.

.bsencu of the little dot made the com­ 
parative tabulation of old and new domestic 

ater minimum charges "look like what they 
ain't." Said The Herald, using the wrong In­ 
terpretation of the reporter's notes last week: 
 Old Rate: ' First 500 cu. ft., .11 per 100 cu. ft." 

The correct former minimum charge, as 
every domestic water consumer knows, was $1.10 
for SOO cu. ft. The new rate, now in effect, Is
$1.25 for 1,000 cu.
3tange of the

Superintendent W. H. 
municipal water district

dared immediately after The Herald was dfs-

Inquiring: "Where Is the reduction?"
Here 

rates:
Is the correct comparative domestic

Minimum..
Now Kate 

..$1.25 for 1,000 :u. ft. or less
1,000 to 2,000 cu. ft..................... .12 per 100 cu. ft.
2,000 to 4,000 cu. ft.................. .11 per 100 cu. ft.
4,000 to 7,000 cu. ft............. ...... .10 per 100 cu. ft.
7,000 to 10,000 cu. ft................... .08 per 100 cu. ft.
10,000 to 250,000 cu. ft............. .06 per 100 cu. ft.

Old Bute 
Minimum............. ........$1.10 for 500 cu. ft. or less
500 to 1,000 cu. ft... 
1,000 to 2,000 cu. ft. 
2,000 to 4,000 cu. ft.. 
4,000 to 7,000 cu. ft. . 
7,000 to 10,000 cu. ft.

Jributed last Thursday he began to receive calls I 10,000 to 250,000 cu. ft..

.17 per 100 cu. ft.

.14 per 100 cu. ft.

.13 per 100 cu. ft.

.10 per 100 cu. ft.

.08 per 100 cu. ft.

.08 per 100 cu. ft.

Building-Loan 
Funds Insured

Hailed as one of the most Im­ 
portant developments In its 15- 
year history, officers of the 
Torrance Mutual Building & 
Loan Association are proudly 
exhibiting a "Certificate of In­ 
surance," received yesterday 
from the Federal Savings & 
Loan Insurance Corporation at 
Washington, EK C. Receipt of 
this certificate is official notifi­ 
cation that all accounts up to 
$5,000 deposited with the local 
building and loan association 
are now fully protected by fed­ 
eral-sponsored insurance. The 
Federal Savings & Loan Insur­ 
ance Corporation Is similar In

defendants, both of whom 
were arrested within an hour 
of each other last Saturday 
morning, were sped to Los 
Angeles for safekeeping. Local 
police were anxious to be rid of 
them because threats of lynch- 
law were heard Tuesday after­ 
noon as the stories of their al­ 
leged revolting* acts became 
known.

Learning that a move was 
afoot to take the men, one- 
handed Ralph Dalgh, the cross­ 
ing guard, and Granville Hol- 
lingshead, the grey-beard, by 
force from the city jail, police 
removed their prisoners late 
Tuesday afternoon to the Long 
Beach jail where they remained 
until brought into court yester­ 
day morning.

The sex-slaying of three 
Inglewood school girls confessed 
Monday afternoop by another 
WPA crossing guard was all too 
vivid in the minds of investigat­ 
ors as-they completed their case 
against the two local men, each 
of whom faces arraignment July 

.23 In Department 41 of the Su­ 
perior Court for alleged gross 

I improper conduct with the six 
little witnesses for the state.' 

,Iall Doors Opened
"We learned from a source 

we usually consider reliable that 
there was a plan being formed 
here to rush the jail and get the 
prisoners late Tuesday after­ 
noon," Captain John Stroh re­ 
vealed between hearings yester­ 
day morning. "So we got them 
out and took them to Long: 
Beach. About 4:30 Tuesday af­ 
ternoon, a couple of men ap­ 
peared at the station whom we 
suspect were the 'advance guard' 
of a possible lynching party.

"But we had the jail doors 
wide open and they could see 
that no one was Inside. They 
asked us what became of D'algh 
and Hollingshead and I told them 
we had taken them to the coun­ 
ty jail," Stroh concluded.

Following a policy maintained 
by The Herald, this newspaper 
is not publishing the names of 
the children involved nor Is it 
giving any Information that 
would lead to public identifi­ 
cation of them or their families. 

Will Tell Story Later
Daigh, who lives at 1413Ki Ma­ 

drid avenue with his wife and 
two daughters, Is accused by the 
father of a six-year-old child of 
such revolting practices that 
they cannot be printed. The 
child, a pretty little blue-eyed 
youngster with long curly light 
brown hair, told Deputy Dis­ 
trict Attorney Fred N. Whichello 
the story of Dalgh's actions 
when she and a playmate entered 
his backyard in search of ripe 
peaches. The accused man, when 
given an opportunity to ques­ 
tion the witness or her mother, 
who also testified, sullenly de-~ 
clarcd:

"I've got no questions to ask. 
There arc some things I'll admit 
but I'd like to tell my story, 
explain my viewpoint later."

He Wi}s assured he would be 
given his opportunity In Su­ 
perior Court when he will be
represented 
fender. He'

by 
was

public de- 
remanded

custody of the sheriff, his ball 
svt at $1,500.

May Claim Insanity
In her pink dress, white socks

and brown and white shoes, the
child appeared out of place In

somber courtroom 
undergoing

vhere 
examlna-

such a heinous charge.
inswer 
iittuin

its operation to the Federal DC- g'jj,." answered the deputy dis-
posit Insurance Corporation
which guarantees bank deposits.

The Torrance Mutual Build-
(Continued on Page 3-A)

icy's questions clear­ 
ly and distinctly after declaring 
that she well understood the 

(Continued on Page 3-A)


